Gospel of Prosperity and Success
(The Gospel of World Love)

It is not only the Gospel of Prosperity we must abhor as
unsound doctrine and avoid, it is the corollary of the
Gospel of Wealth in the History of American Thought
that is called the Gospel of wealth and the corollary of
success. Of course, those of worldly success can be
dominated by the same false motivations as of
prosperity and wealth. Why?  Because the Gospel of
Prosperity and Success is the Gospel of World Love.
Perhaps you will understand it best as the “love of the
world” of I John 3 or the “be not conformed to the
world” of Romans. Not only any millionaire preacher
today has sold out to the love of the world and these
things, but anyone friend overtaken by pride of life is
exhibiting more love of the world and things in the
world than the Love of God. At this extreme has come
what Dr. Peter Jones calls the paganism and Gnosticism
of Modern theology, Bible studies, and millennial
thought. Difficult to understand until he quotes
Romans 1:25, you remember how the chapter is both



individual and civilization paganism at work, repeated in
every generation and climaxed and made evident and
obvious with promotions of homosexuality, but with the
falling away in churches and in the world, it has come
to dominate American Thought. (Christian intellectuals
call it the Passion of Western Civilization.)

Dr. Jones, from the UK, tells of how Christian was
America in 1961, thinking that as a strong Bible believer
he had gone to heaven, then teaching abroad and
coming back in 1991 to a Christian cultural shock which
he calls paganism and Gnosticism. It would be offered
here that the repeat of Romans 1 is their program and
agenda, then their rationalization is going back to the
Gnosticism that Paul fought in early churches, a
Gnosticism that sought to replace a transcendent,
above all and apart from all Heavenly Father, with some
kind of secret knowledge within them, some like to call
it a divine spark. Much like the operation of Giglio’s
Passion Conferences today.

Chapter 1: Gospel of Prosperity
according to the Bible.



NOTE: It is hoped you know what is meant
when it is said that there is the critical and
current needs for churches to hear: (1) Filling
of the sinkhole of ALL SCRIPTURE with that
which is not being heard or heeded; and (2)
Church administration through the “reproof,
correction, doctrine, and instruction in
righteousness” that will also present a barrier
between the perilous times of bad habits and
the intolerance toward sound doctrine with
church members motivated by what they want
and therefore heaping up itching ears Bible
teachers--they make these popular preachers
popular--and it is a watchman on the tower for
the rescue of sound doctrine. And yes, as on
the cover of this book we do “go out to a
wayfaring and gainsaying” people of God;
and who will believe our report, definitely not
just the called but the chosen among the
called!

1-1: Introduction.



1. The Gospel of Prosperity is the Gospel of this
world.

Recent surveys of American Christians indicate
that over 61% believe in the Gospel of
Prosperity. How hideous this is when you
realize what it really means. The Gospel of
Prosperity means that if you really believe you
will prosper in material gain and health, and
that when you do not prosper materially and in
health it is because you do not have enough
faith.

2. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the Gospel of a
kingdom established by Jesus during His life,
which is quite different from this world; and
which then as now was rejected by a majority of
Israel and the rest of the world. It has continued
to grow although always in the minority;
however, it will take over the new heaven and
the new earth after Christ comes again to
establish on earth the dominance of His
kingdom. There are many indications from the
Bible and other history that God has delayed the



sending of Jesus back to earth a second time in
order that enough citizens of the new kingdom
can be enlisted from each generation in order to
re-populate the new earth.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is called by the Bible
the Gospel of the Kingdom. Of course, this is the
kingdom of Christ and God. What Jesus did on
earth is described in Matthew 4:23.

“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of
the kingdom, and healing all manner of
disease among the people.” (Matthew 4:23)

According to this verse of the Word of God
Jesus (1) traveled like an evangelist going about
all Galilee teaching, preaching, and healing, (2)
more specifically Jesus preached which gospel,
the gospel of the kingdom {you see it is the
gospel of a unique kingdom, not the kingdom of
this world, the gospel of prosperity}; (3)
specifically Jesus taught in their places of public
worship, the synagogues; and more specifically



Jesus healed all manner of diseases among the
people. And without saying much about these
popular and famous faith healers today, Jesus
and God are still in the healing business;
although we must cast some doubt on the
ministry of those faith healers today who have
slipped into a Gospel of Prosperity instead of
the Gospel of the Kingdom. If their ministry is
shoddy on two-thirds of the ministry of Jesus —
that is if their teaching and preaching of the
Gospel of Prosperity makes the ministry a false
and shoddy work — then we must also question
the validity of their call to “heal all manner of
disease among the people.” We must, bottom
line, come to see their faith healing as shoddy
efforts for personal gain, money and fame,
while we still know that God and Christ as
before the life of Christ and after the life of
Christ, were and still are in the healing business.
We are not knocking the faith that God can heal
and does heal: we are knocking those who
would with it preach a false gospel of Prosperity
while getting from that personal gain and fame.



1-2: The Bible Gospel of the Kingdom.

NOTE: There are those among us in America,
and among the more famous among us, who
have rapidly ridden up on the back of
popularity in books, TV, and evangelism by
establishing a new kind of kingdom that has
become extremely popular; however which
has also ridden on the also popular among the
people: (1) a grassroots movement of the
Falling Away; (2) an intolerance toward sound
doctrine; (3) an attraction by the people of
itching ears Bible teachers based on what they
want; and (4) a subsequent heaping up of this
popular preachers of the gospel of prosperity.
Much of it started several years ago when more
authority was given to the special revelations
of charismatics over the “once for all delivered
faith to the saints” of the truly revealed Word
of God.

I. Matthew 4:23 with a mention of the Gospel of
the Kingdom, at least one third of the total
ministry of Jesus, is an introduction to the



Kingdom of Christ of the famous sermon on the
Mount of Matthew 4-6. If you have missed that
the Sermon on the Mount defines the
characteristics of kingdom members or citizens,
then read again Matthew 4-6.

1. You will see that the work “kingdom” looms
large in these famous teachings from Jesus. In
5:3 it identifies those who are and will be in the
kingdom of heaven as the poor in spirit. Isn’t it
rather ironical that the very first specific
statement about the kingdom of Christ uses the
word “poor”, setting up the poor as the unique
recipients of the Gospel, not the prosperous?
There is more about the uniqueness of members
of the kingdom in Matthew 5:10 as those “who
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.” How
can you think that such persecuted for
righteousness are the same as the believers in
the Gospel of Prosperity; for they have become
so one with the world and the things of the
world that persecution for them is unthinkable,
and they know it? If, according to Matthew 5:19,
any of these famous and popular preachers of



the Gospel of Prosperity truly would desire to
be great in the kingdom of God as contrasted to
famous in this world, then they must do and
teach the real teachings of Jesus about the
Gospel and the kingdom in the Sermon on the
Mount; and they though great in their own eyes
and in the eyes of this world are least in the
kingdom as they substitute a Gospel of this
world and of prosperity for the real Gospel of
Jesus and of the kingdom of Jesus.

2. The very basic teachings of Christians as the
salt of the earth and of the light of the world,
fundamental to the Gospel of the Kingdom, is a
challenge to separate from the Gospel of this
world and of prosperity. (Matthew 5:13-16)
What do you think the salt means except there
has to be a difference between the Christian and
the rest of the world in which he lives. That
there has to be difference in the light of the life
of the Christian and those of the world in which
he lives.



3. Most of the preachers and practitioners are
believers in the Gospel of Prosperity in order
that they may fit in with American fellow
citizens and hide any differences between them
and Christ which is quite the opposite of Jesus
to let the candle shine, not putting it under a
bustle in order to hide it. (Matthew 5:15,16)

4. The majority of the religious leaders during
the life of Christ, alias the Pharisees and
Sadducees, were believers in the Gospel of
Prosperity; and at the very heart of their
rejection of Jesus was that His kingdom of
health and prosperity, unlike in the kingdom of
David, did not sit well with them; and Jesus set
them up as a bad example for righteousness.
(Matthew 5:20) Jesus said in effect that unless
your righteousness and rightness in the Gospel
exceeds that rightness of the Gospel of
Prosperity of the scribes and Pharisees, you just
will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

5. Which would you say happens on the
contemporary scene among these famous and



wealthy advocates of the Gospel of Prosperity.
In the two categories of Matthew 6:1-4 of those
who wrongfully do their alms before men to be
seen of men, sounding trumpets and loud
instruments of music, in the places of worship
and on the streets; or would you say these
famous preachers are doing their alms in secret
so that the right hand does not know what the
left hand is doing. What they do is advertise
their alms in order to recruit more fame,
popularity, and money!

6. These long prayers that TV evangelists make
in public do you think they are in the category
of the hypocrites that pray in order to be seen by
men, or in the category of those that pray in
secret to God. (Matthew 6:5,6)

7. By the way these teachings of Jesus do not
excuse the rest of the 61% of American church
members who believe in the Gospel of
Prosperity if they rattle in church worship with
vain repetitions and music, thinking that they
will be heard for their much speaking and much



singing. How many songs today, and how
much of the worship, is the vain repetition of
two to five words as if Paul never wrote as part
of the Word of God first and second Corinthians
where anyone who speaks or sings in the church
is to do it with understanding for the benefit of
the listeners. (Matthew 6:5-7)

8. Did you notice that before the correct way to
pray is given in Matthew 6:9-13, in the
preceding verse of Matthew 6:8 the clear
teaching is made by Jesus that “God knows
what you need before you ask”. And this is the
key to understanding so much of the Gospel of
the Kingdom, so much on the place of things in
the life of the Christian. It doesn’t say God
knows how much prosperity you want, but it
says God knows what you need. The only
Biblical way to use the word “prosperity” in the
Bible is in terms of daily needs.

9. Indeed, Jesus taught that the proper way to
pray is “Give us this day our daily needs”; not
give us security and comfort for the rest of our



lives, not give us prosperity and health beyond
what we need. (Matthew 6:11)

10. The Gospel of Prosperity reverses the Gospel
of Christ in that it promotes the storing up of
treasures on earth instead of in heaven,
(Matthew 6:19,20)

11. The Gospel of Prosperity focus the treasure
and the heart of the believer on this world
instead on heaven. (Matthew 6:21) The Gospel
of Christ focus the heart and treasure more on
heaven and a kingdom to come.

12. Since the human eye is the passage of light
for the earth, if the eye becomes cluttered by
prosperous things, then the whole body
becomes dark with the Gospel of Prosperity.
(Matthew 6:22:23) If the only light that gets into
your heart is darkness, then the darkness is
total, the Gospel of Prosperity become a curse,
another Gospel not preached by Paul and
Christ.



13. Those who love the Gospel of Prosperity
serve a different master than Jesus as they try to
straddle the fence between the true Gospel of
the kingdom and of Jesus Christ and of the
Gospel of the world and of prosperity. You just
cannot serve the Gospel of Christ and the
Gospel of Prosperity. If you love one you will
despise the other; and if you cling to one you
will despise the other. (Matthew 6:24)

14. Contrary to the teachings and commands of
Jesus, the Gospel of Prosperity by a clear focus
on the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of
sins, and other things clearly places the life
focus on thoughts for this life. Food, clothing,
houses, cars, stocks and bonds, et cetera takes
precedence in life. (Matthew 6:25). There is a lot
more to life than food and raiment, than bread
and material things and status. Jesus told Satan
“man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
that proceeds out of the mouth of God.” The
Gospel of Prosperity tries to change this focus
on the words of God to bread.



15. You can hardly say that the birds of the air
are practitioners of Prosperity. They do not toil
and spin and worry, but your heavenly Father
takes care of them. (Matthew 6:26-31)

16. If you seek after the things of the Gospel of
Prosperity you start to seek like other Gentile
Americans seek. (Matthew 6:32)

17. If you pursue the Gospel of Prosperity you
start to seek first the other things of life instead
of the kingdom of God and His righteousness.
(Matthew 6:33)

1-3: The Real New Birth is the One Baptism
or Salvation.

II. While the Gospel of Jesus and the Kingdom
creates in the life a 9-month baptism that comes
with real believing, the Gospel of Prosperity
and the World creates an instantaneous new
birth like the seed planted among the thorns of
the world. The new birth based on this false
Gospel is received with joy, like seed on hard
and thorny ground, with the deception of



conversion but with persecutions of time, cares
of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches,
this false instantaneous new birth brings only
the fruit of stumbling, choking, and the falling
away. (Mark 16:15)

“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the
world and preach the gospel to every creature.
He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” (Mark 16:15)

1. The Gospel of Christ and the Kingdom when
believed creates the one new and 9-month
baptism that brings real salvation.

2. The Gospel of Prosperity and the World when
believes creates the instant (while the Bible in
John 3 clearly teaches a 9 month new birth) new
birth spoken of in the parable of the seed and
the sower where the seed is sown among thorns
and on stony ground, yet received with joy until
choked out by difficulties, stumbling, cares of



this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and other
things.

III. While the Gospel of Christ and of Christ’s
kingdom causes the loosing of the life with the
real gain of eternal life, the Gospel of Prosperity

and of the world causes the gain of the present
life to the loss of eternal life. (Mark 8:35)

“For whoever will save his life shall lose it; but
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and
the gospel’s , the same shall save it.” (Mark
8:35)

1. The Gospel of Christ and His Kingdom shuns
the making of life according to the standards of
this world; it loses life for the sake of Christ and
the Gospel, and therefore promotes real
salvation.

2. The Gospel of Prosperity and the World
attempts to save life in terms of worldly
standards; it fails to lose life for the sake of



Christ and the Gospel; and therefore, there is no
salvation in the Gospel of Prosperity.

3. Also while the Gospel of Christ leads
individuals to (1) “deny himself”, (2) to take up
a cross of difficulty daily like Christ instead of
comfort and security; and (3) follows like Jesus
lived and taught, in contrast the Gospel of
Prosperity lead to self-fulfillment more than
self-denial, to go the way of comfort and ease
over a daily cross, and to follow Satan and the
ways of the world over Jesus.

“Whoever will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”
(Mark 8:34b)

4. Also while the Gospel of Christ leads to the
saving of a man’s own soul, the Gospel of
Prosperity and of the World leads to the profit
even to the extent of the whole world. Will you

sell out your soul for a morsel of prosperity or
of health?



“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or
what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul.” (Mark 8:36,37)

1-4: Who Called and Authorized These
Popular Preachers of Prosperity.

IV. While they that preach the Gospel of Peace
of Christ and His Kingdom make it obvious that
they have been authorized and sent to preach,
those who preach the Gospel of Prosperity and
the World lead one to question who called them
and who sent them. (Romans 10:15)

“And how shall they preach, except they be
sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the
feet of them that preach the Gospel of peace
and bring glad tidings of good things.”
(Romans 10:15)

1. The preachers of the Gospel of Peace and of
Christ are sent by God and Christ, and the
evidence that they are so sent is in the substance
of the Gospel which they preach, how consistent



it is with the Gospel of the Sermon on the Mount
from Jesus, the Gospel from the Apostle Paul,
and the many teachings in the Bible about the
Gospel.

2. The preachers of the Gospel of Prosperity are
either self-called or selected by another false or
itching ears Bible teacher.

3. When you find everybody and thousands,
especially in one church during this time of the
Falling Away, like in the time of Isaiah,
believing the report of these false and itching
ears teachers, you know it is not like in Isaiah’s
time and in the time of Romans 10:16.

“But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For
Isaiah saith, LORD, who hath believed our
report?” (Romans 10:16)

4. The faith that cometh by hearing is only when
the hearing is of the Gospel of Christ and His
Kingdom: that faith does not come with the



hearing of the Gospel of Prosperity and of the
World.

“So, then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

1-5: The Treasure of the Real Gospel is in
Earthen Vessels.

V. The Gospel of Christ and His Kingdom are
hid to those who are lost in the Gospel of
Prosperity; Satan, the god of this world has
blinded those who do not believe; the Gospel of
Prosperity is substituted for the “glorious
gospel of Christ”; the preachers and teachers of
the Gospel of Prosperity leads to the preaching
of self unlike Paul who said we do not preach
“ourselves”, also preaches such preachers and
teachers as other than servants. They also lose
sight like Paul retained of the fact that they have
the treasure in earthen vessels, forgetting that
the real power of the Gospel is of God. Instead
with the Gospel of Prosperity they think of their
vessels as more than earthen, and often fail to



give God the credit for the power. (Second
Corinthians 4:3-7)

“Therefore, seeing we have this ministry, as
we have received mercy, we faint not; but have
renounced the hidden things of dishonesty,
not walking in craftiness, nor handling the
word of God deceitfully; but by
manifestations of the truth commending
ourselves to every man’s conscience in the
sight of God. But if our gospel be hid, it is hid
to them that are lost: in whom the god of this
world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine unto them. For we preach not ourselves,
but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your
servants for Jesus’ sake...but we have this
treasure in earthen vessels, that the Excellency
of the power may be of God, and not of us.”
(Second Corinthians 4:1-7)

1. The Gospel of Christ is hiding to those lost in
the Gospel of Prosperity.



2. The Gospel of Prosperity is obvious to those
lost in this world.

3. It is the God who in the first place created
light out of the darkness of a universe, who also
shines in the human heart of the real believer in
the Gospel of Christ and of Christ’s Kingdom.

“For God, who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness, hath shine din our hearts, to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (Second
Corinthians 4:6)

4. Admit it, you can see the face of Jesus in the
Gospel of the Bible, the Gospel of Christ and of
Christ’s Kingdom: you do not see the face of
Jesus in the things of the Gospel of Prosperity.

1-6: Popular Preachers Practice Forbidden
Deceit with the Bible.

VI. Preachers and teachers of the Gospel of
Prosperity, contrary to Second Corinthians
4:1,2, are (1) dishonest with the Bible and the



Gospel; (2) they show a lot of craftiness and
ingenuity in the way they handle the Word of
God, quickly developed words and
admonitions in the itching ears category of
Second Timothy 4:3,4; (3) in short, they handle
the Word of God deceitfully, for their own
purpose and profit more than for the benefit of
Christ and the listener.

“Therefore, seeing we have this ministry, as
we have received mercy, we faint not; but have
renounced the hidden things of dishonesty,
not walking in craftiness, nor handling the
word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation
of the truth commending ourselves to every
man’s conscience in the sight of God.” (Second
Corinthians 4:1,2)

1. The Gospel of Christ renounces the hidden
things of dishonest, does not live and work in
craftiness, does not handle the word of God
deceitfully, and shows in manifestations of
truth, commends itself to the conscience of man,
and does things under the sight of God.



2. The Gospel of Prosperity remains dishonesty
in preaching and teaching, promotes the itching
ears teachings of human creativity and
craftiness, manifest other than truth, does not
commend itself to the conscience of men but
rather to their base desires for material gain, and
makes attempts to hide it from the sight of God.

1-7: Any Other Gospel of Another Kind
Brings a Curse.

VIIL. Although these promoters of the Gospel of
Prosperity appear to be angels or appear like the
Apostle Paul, if they preach a Gospel unlike that
which Paul and the other Apostles, and Jesus,
delivered, he is accursed. Paul repeats it again
in Galatians 1:8: “As we said before, so say I
now again, if any man {and I might add woman}
preach any other gospel unto you than that ye
have received, let him be accursed.” Think of all
this vast heaping up of teachers on TV and
otherwise today, with new and novel sayings
and words and teachings; and think of how
good they appear, like angels, like apostles and



prophets; but if their Gospel sounds different
and looks different as is different from the
Gospel of Christ then they are cursed by the
Bible of the Apostles and Prophets, by the Bible
of Jesus.

“But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed. As we said, before, so say I now
again, If any man preach any other gospel unto
you than that ye have received, let him be
accursed.” (Galatians 1:8,9)

1. The Gospel of Christ preaches the Gospel
delivered by Christ, Paul, and the Apostles and
Prophets of the Bible.

2. The Gospel of Prosperity preaches the Gospel
of Wealth, the Cares of this world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, the Gospel of this world
and of Satan, the prince of this world.



3. Due to American extremism on religious
toleration, you no doubt have come to accept
these evangelists of the Gospel of Prosperity as
if they were an angel; but they like any Bible
teachers or preachers that preach, and practice
unsound doctrine are not angels, rather false
prophets, false teachers, and itching ears Bible
teachers. How could anybody mention “God”
and “Christ” and “Bible” so much and still be
false? (Don’t forget Satan quoted the Bible to
Jesus during the wilderness temptation!) Well,
that is the very nature of savage and grievous
wolves that scatter the flock, not sparring them
in order to make disciples for themselves and to
gain the profit of prosperity. In other words,
they do it for the money and the status.

1-8: The Gospel of Prosperity is Just Plain
BAD!

VIII. Other Bad Things about the Gospel of
Prosperity.



1. It is contrary to the way of God to feed and
clothe His own people. Remember how in the
wilderness they that gathered much food had
nothing left over for prosperity, and they that
gathered little had enough to eat. That is God’s
own plan for prosperity. The same as in the
model prayer of Jesus, “give us this day our
daily needs”. Anything beyond this exercise of
the plan of God leads to evil, to the placing of
material needs before God and the kingdom,
and to the loving of the world more than of the
Father.

2. The Gospel of Prosperity promotes the love of
this world condemned by the Apostle John in
the Word of God of I John.

“Love not the world neither the things that are
in the world. All that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride
of life is not of the Father but of the world. The
world passes away and the lust thereof, but he
that doeth the will of God abideth forever.” (I
John 2:15-17)



3. The Gospel of Prosperity prevents disciples
from becoming friends of Jesus as did 11 of the
Apostles and stated in John 14, because the
disciple cannot keep the priority of God over
things as given in the Sermon on the Mount.

4. The practitioner of the Gospel of Prosperity as
far as motivations places himself, albeit on a
smaller and poorer scale, with the rich man who
has one chance in a million of salvation even as
a camel has one chance in a million of going
through the eye of a needle. Those are not very
good odds for a Christian who may neither
achieve wealth or salvation.

5. The Gospel of Prosperity is used by
evangelists of wealth and other people of
wealth and status to justify the accumulation of
things which they obviously have. It is a matter
of their saying join me in placing a priority for
things over Christ.

6. Prosperity, like money, while not evil within
itself, is a root of evil in that it takes the focus of



life for a Christian off Christ and puts it on the
evidences of faith in the things which they have.

7. Those dedicated practitioners of the Gospel of
Prosperity have their rewards and comforts
only in this life, like the rich man did as

compared to Lazarus, as a substitute for eternal
life.

8. Putting so much emphasis on prosperity and
things and status encourages, contrary to the
teachings of Jesus, the living by bread alone
instead of the living by every Word that comes
out of the mouth of God.

9. Satan as the prince of this world has far more
control over the things of this world than He
does over Christ’s kingdom. In fact, Christ’s
kingdom is the only part of this world where
Satan has no control at all!

10. The Gospel of Prosperity is more consistent
with the American Democratic Faith, which
many Americans have substituted for the



Gospel of Christ, than it is the Gospel of the
Kingdom of Jesus Christ. The American
Democratic Faith is characterized by (1)
emphasis on the majority while the Bible is on
the minority, (2) toleration to the extent like the
Presbyterians recently voted whether to preach
Christ as the only way of salvation since it
seemed intolerant, and (3) “life, liberty, and the
pursuit of things” of the American dream as is
they can provide lasting happiness.

11. The Gospel of Prosperity stores up more
treasures on earth than in heaven and makes the
heart trust more in those earthly treasures than
in any treasures in heaven.

12. The Gospel of Prosperity makes the world’s
millionaires the biggest believers and models
for believers while in reality we know that only
one in a million of them that can pass through
the eye of a needle can be saved.

13. The Gospel of Prosperity makes a farce out
of the teaching of Jesus to the rich young man to



whom He said, “You lack one thing in your
religion. Go, give up all that you have to the
poor, then come follow me.” He could not
follow Jesus and the Gospel of Jesus because of
the obstruction of priority for his possessions.
He went away from Jesus sorrowful, the Bible
says, because he had great possessions.

14. The Gospel of Prosperity is a bad example
for poor believers who will never have
prosperity, both deceiving them and leading
them to think that they have no faith because
they have no prosperity. Job would not put up
with such an accusation of no faith in Jesus
when he lost his prosperity, neither should poor
believers have to put up with such a distortion
of the true Gospel of Jesus Christ and of the
kingdom of Christ. If just one poor Christian
believing child of God is caused to stumble by
such false Bible teaching and preaching, then
woe be it unto the preacher or teacher who
causes such a child of God to stumble. Not only
do they have on themselves the curse of
preaching another Gospel, which is not another



Gospel of the same kind as the Gospel of Christ
and the kingdom, but they also have on
themselves the curse that it would be better for
them to be cast into the sea than to cause just one
little poor child of God to stumble, much less the
thousands they reach with such a popular
Gospel of this world.

1-9: The Great Falling Away in Churches.

The great apostasy called the Falling away can
be stated as starting in 1909 with the Scofield
Reference Bible, but really got its momentum
in Protestantism as judged by the SBC around
with the 10-year plan of feuding
fundamentalist now for propaganda purposes
called the conservative resurgence. Before that
date in the SBC, there was a falling away from
the doctrine of the priesthood of beliers, then
the Gospel of Prosperity, and later with the
Left Behind series of Tim LeHaye a false
rapture and other feel good and comfortable
sermons like with Osteen. The great apostasy
can be measured in terms of what churches



and preachers took up these four Christian

fables.

1.

The Apostasy was and continues to be
more a dynamic in American society and
in the world-wide separation of tares.
Jesus told us not to do it; however, it
would seem that He is using this work of
Satan to get the tares out of some
churches. Always recall that: (1) “many
are called but few are chosen”; (2) the
falling away tares did not experience the
9 month new birth of the good seed,
therefore were the 75% of the Snatching,
Stumbling, and Falling Away three-
fourth of the seed sown of the Word; (3)
no doubt, with this separation of the
tares will come the removal from the
earth of God the Holy Spirit, the loosing
of Satan, the rising tide of sin and



lawlessness, and finally the great final
battle for the world at Megiddo.

2. During all these trying times, it must be
remembered that God knows and puts a
seal on the head of all those “chosen”.

a. God’s sheep hear and know the inward
voice of God.

3. My sheep (people) hear my voice and
know, it is only that a few are chosen to
hear special, and as the population increase
that few becomes a smaller percent, also the
falling away takes care of a very large
number.

"He that comes to me must believe that I am
and am a rewarder of those that diligently seek

me.”

The falling away is different in each church or
group, that is the rate of increase and then
dissipation to the seek the place of the greatest
Christian fables. the rapture theorists have by
far provided the greatest source of attraction for



the Christian fables crowd, and then comes the
psy you up preachers that promise you
everything. It has been seen in a lot of churches
lately that a church through the years is filled
with empty people and finally they get so filled
to overflowing with emptiness that the church
goes puff, it disappears, goes elsewhere to seek
satisfaction on Christian fables, most generally
in either the rapture escape or the feel-good
preachers.



Chapter 2: Popular Preachers of
Prosperity.

Everyone wants to be rich and famous just like
for years everyone wanted "To Win Friends and
Influence People”. Now this kind of all smiles
PR has not only hit the churches of America but
become exceeding popular. Even as more than
61% of American church members, according to
a recent poll, believe in the Gospel of
Prosperity--that is, if they have enough faith,
they will be prosperous and healthy--so popular
preachers have found this belief a key tfo
support, popularity, and listeners.

While many churches continue to think they are
hiding, the popular preachers and Bible
teachers promote this hiding process that was
first described by Jeremiah as the "Den of
Thieves” and then quoted from Jeremiah by
Jesus when He cleansed o temple. "What are



they hiding from?" has been asked. What they
are hiding from is the eternal realities of their
true shape in the sight of God, and what they
are hiding behind is the American respect for
religion and church. Any ftime a pastor,
evangelist, or teacher--authorized by the
Ascended Christ--attempts fo practice the
church administration of II Timothy 3:16,17--
that is, of correction, reproof, and instruction
in true righteousness--these church members
of bad habits run to a new popular book for
comfort, or a new TV evangelist, or in some few
extreme cases to a new "jesus” or “Messiah"
like currently in Northeast New Mexico or in
Puerto Rico. And the Falling Away process does
not discriminate based on sex as there seems
to be as many women that are popular itching
ears Bible teachers as there are men.

2-1: Correlation Between Hiding and Heaping
Up.



In spite of the connection between the bad
habits of II Timothy 3:1-9 and the heaping up
of IT Timothy 4:3,4--that is, one chapter
immediately follows the other chapter in the
Word of God of IT Timothy--you may not be
able easily to dot the I's and cross the T's that
correlates the cover up in churches of the bad
habits with the heaping up of popular and
itching ears Bible teachers of the Falling Away.
However, such a solid correlation is obvious to
this concluding chapter where readers are
urged to beware of popular Bible teachers and
preachers, no matter what vintage.

So also as we have in the pages of this book
become aware from the book of Jeremiah that
by "Den of Thieves” God, Jesus, and Jeremiah
meant that God's People were making the House
of God a Hideout for Bad Habits, so also as God
speaks directly again in Jeremiah 23:14 we see
how the heaping up of itching ears Bible
teachers and preachers promotes among



Christians and in churches these bad habits of
hiding.  Jeremiah 23:14, and rather God
through Jeremiah 23:14 refers to this positive
reinforcement of bad behavior and attitudes
among church members as “strengthen the
hands of evil doers” (Jeremiah 23:14) It starts
in 23:11 {and you should read it for yourself
in your own Bible to get the full impact} with
the prophets and priests accepted by the
people, of course this would exclude Jeremiah
although the only prophet of this time called
and authorized by God, who are: (1) profane;
(2) who practice the wickedness of bad habits
in God's House; (3) they commit the adultery of
preaching an unknown god; (4) they revel in
half-truths and lies; and then given what these
prophets and priests are, any time they open
their mouth in public or private they encourage
of "strengthen the hands of evil doers”. The
bad habits of IT Timothy 3:1-8 are promoted
among the people in word and deed, those bad
habits which we have seen in this book to also



be duplicated among God's people of Jeremiah.
And the bottom line of heaping up to hide is
"that no one turns back from his wickedness"
(Jeremiah 23:14).

2-2: Jeremiah was Opposed by the official
prophets and priests.

1. Everyone, from the least to the greatest, of
God's people of Jeremiah were given over fo
covetousness including the prophets and the
priests (Jeremiah 8:10,11) who were dealing
falsely.

In this context of Jeremiah 8:10,11, the prime
accusation of God against the prophets and
priests {this is the official prophets and
priests, not authorized by God prophets like
Jeremiah} might seem trivial to us tfoday in that
they were simply preaching a message of
"Peace, peace, when there was no authorized
and ordained peace from God. God had
determined that the nation of Judah because



of their lack of rightness would go into
Babylonian Captivity under Nebuchadnezzar.
God told Jeremiah this, and in turn Jeremiah
had told the King, the princes, and all the people
as he daily preached his unpopular message at
the Temple gates.

2. Obviously the leadership to trust in the lying
words of Jeremiah 7:4--"Do not trust in these
lying words, saying, ‘The Temple of the LORD,
the temple of the LORD, the temple of the
LORD are these”--came from the official
prophets and priests even as from the princes.

3. Even as Jeremiah was of Anathoth in Judah,
and the son of a priest from Anathoth, so the
men of Anathoth when they heard the temple
message which Jeremiah preached threatened
to kill Jeremiah, saying, "Do not prophesy in the
name of the LORD, lest you die by our hand"
(Jeremiah 11:21). Certainly, when Jesus later
in NT times told the official religious leaders--



the Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes, and priests-
-"which of the prophets did you not persecute”,
Jesus was referring to only Jeremiah of his
day, not the official prophets and priests.

4. God said that both "prophet and priest are
profane” (Jeremiah 21:11), and that in the very
House of God, God Himself has witnessed their
"wickedness”. In the same context, God
continues that even as He saw “folly in the
prophets of Samaria" whereby they prophesied
by Baal and caused God's people of Israel to
"err” before God sent the northern kingdom of
Israel intfo Assyrian Captivity, so God was
seeing "a horrible thing in the prophets of
Jerusalem”. These latter prophets like the
former prophets were: (1) committing adultery
{here the adultery was a lack of loyalty toward
the only God and in favor of idols}; (2) walking
in lies, like the message of peace when there
was really no more ordained from God peace and
likewise a failure to teach the real message of



repentance from God; (3) they were
"strengthening the hands of the evildoers so
that no one turns back from his wickedness"
(TJeremiah 23:14). This last folly of the official
religious leaders must remind us of what
popular, false, and itching ears Bible teachers
and preachers do today as they comfort and
encourage church members/Christians of bad
habits.

5. God said in Jeremiah and had Jeremiah write
down His own words that: (1) although these
prophets ran, God did not send them; (2) God
did not speak to them yet they prophesied; and
(3) that if they really had stood in the counsel
of God, causing God's people to hear His true
words, then these same prophets would have
turned the people from their evil ways, from
the evil of their doings (Jeremiah 23:21,22).

6. All the people of that day devised plans
against Jeremiah.



a. They hide behind the heaped up official
prophet, priest, and wise man.

"...for the law shall not perish from the priest,
nor counsel form the wise, nor the word from
the prophet.” (Jeremiah 18:18a)

They made it clear about themselves and in the
presence of Jeremiah that they would get their
law from the heaped-up priest, their counsel
from the heaped up wise in the land which they
would acknowledge to be wise, their word and
instructions from God would come from the
recognized and heaped up prophets.

b. They attacked Jeremiah with their
tongues. (Jeremiah 18:18b)

Men, women, and children at the gates, in the
Temple, in Anathoth and in Jerusalem verbally
abused and attacked this prophet of God.
Sometimes we wonder why Jeremiah did not
call for an attack of a bear on them like Elijah;



but while in the case of Elijah the verbal abuse
on that Prophet of God was by a few boys, on
Jeremiah and his message it was an attack by
all. And truly God made it clear that He had
something much worse in mind for the nation of
Judah and the city of Jerusalem than a bear
attack. Let alone, the calamities to shortly
come on the people, there was the horror that
the only Prophet of God was told not to pray for
these people any more, just one indication that,
except for a warning, God had turned His back
on them.

7. All the people, the prophets and the priests
sought to kill Jeremiah. (Jeremiah 26:7-9)

"So the priests and the prophets and all the
people heard Jeremiah speaking {his famous
Temple Message} these words in the house of
the LORD. Now it happened, when Jeremiah
had made an end of speaking all that the
LORD had commanded him to speak to all the



people, that the priests and the prophets and
all the people seized him, saying, 'You will
surely die".” (Jeremiah 26:7,8)

However, some of the princes {the government}
of Judah intervened.

2-3: God's People Worse in Jeremiah's Day
than the Falling Away.

Most serious Bible students aware of the
obvious extensive warnings against a similar
Falling Away in the book of Hebrews based on
the bad example of God's people in the
wilderness where all adults fell away from God
and eternity except about 4 and the youth
under 21 years of age. Indeed, we come to know
about the Falling Away in the wilderness as a
Falling Away, and as a warning of a bad example
of bad behavior and attitudes of the original
God's people from the book of Hebrews. Well,
while we do not have any description from God
about God's people of Jeremiah using the word



“Falling Away”, nor do we have any such
description from Jesus when He quotes the
"Den of Thieves" from Jeremiah during the
cleansing of the temple, God does definitely tell
us in Jeremiah and in His own words that God's
people of Jeremiah were worse than God's
people in the wilderness.

"Since the day that your fathers came out
of the land of Egypt until this day, I have
even sent to you all My servants the
prophets, daily rising up early and sending
them. Yet they did not obey Me or incline
their ear but stiffened their neck. They did
worse than their fathers.” (Jeremiah
7:25,26)

Clearly “worse than their fathers" would be
worse than the Falling Away in the wilderness
as described in Hebrews.

1. The book of Hebrews is by far not the only
good description based on the authority of God



and His Word in the Bible. It was explained by
God and Moses as it was happening in the books
of Exodus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy; you
find it in the Psalms and many other passages
of the Bible; and you see another good
description of it here in this same seventh
chapter of Jeremiah, in the words of Jeremiah
7:23,24 just before the “worse than their
fathers" scripture quoted above.

a. With a short form of the often-broken
covenant with God, God reminds the people of
Jeremiah, and by the way also our generation,
that what He really commanded was to "Obey
my voice”, so that then God would be "your God"
and “you shall be My People”. (Jeremiah 7:23a)

b. Also, God also commanded to "walk in all
the ways" commanded in order that it might be
well with the people {"well” or a living is what
God guarantees rather than prosperity}.
(Jeremiah 7:23b)



c. God's people in the wilderness, and in
spite of might be added to all the works of God
they saw in the wilderness, they (1) “did not
obey"” or (2) “incline their ear”.

NOTE: By the way since we are down in this
last chapter as in the last two previous
chapters down to the nitty gritty of the
message of the book, with efforts to clarify
the distinctions between false gods and idols
and the real 6od and worship, between
seeking first the rightness of God and God
Himself over the lusting first after other
things, you must be asked personally then (1)
do you obey God, and (2) do you incline your
ear to God. Granted it is your own solution
as to how you will obey and how you will listen
to God.

d. They "followed the counsels and the
dictates of their evil hearts” (7:24a); and does
that not remind you of that Falling Away



process in IT Timothy 4:3, 4 which begins with
intolerance foward sound doctrine--what you
might can the not obeying and listening process
of c.; then continues with the motivation of
"wants" to determine the kind of itching ears
Bible teachers that they heap up. About the
only concept and word that Paul does not use is
“their evil hearts”, but he has done a good job
of describing that in the bad habits and
attitudes of IT Timothy 3:1-8 before it.

e. They "went backwards and not forward".
(7:24b) Here and in similar scriptures is where
the famous concept and word “backsliders” has
come from, although unfortunately the
thoroughness of the ALL SCRIPTURE, partly
for reasons of popularity, has not been clarified
to the extent of the awesome possibility of a
majority of God's people can and will actually be
lost.



2. Again after the Falling Away description of
the original God's people, God comes back in
Jeremiah 7:26,27 to how Jeremiah's people
{those of Jerusalem and Judah just before
Babylonian Captivity} were like and worse God's
people.

a. They also did not obey God or incline their
ear to God. {You know it is not nearly so bad to
disobey God out of ignorance if you are really
trying hard to listen to God.}

b. God's people of Jeremiah “stiffened
their neck”.

c. They did worse than their forefathers of
God's people in the wilderness. And since you
know clearly from Hebrews that "none of these
will enter into the rest of God"--in other words
they cannot and will be saved--what do you
think is the fate of God's people in the day of
Jeremiah  except eternal wrath and
destruction. {Yes, like in the time of Elijah



and King Ahab, surely there were at least
7000 in the whole nation of Judah who had
not bowed the knee to Baal. In fact, we
know from Daniel and Ezekiel, prophets of
the actual Babylonian Captivity under
Nebuchadnezzar, that Daniel and others of
the carried away from Jerusalem continued
to listen to and obey God. And it would seem
as advocated in the commentary on Revelation
in the LEARN CHRIST commentary, “Christ
for Individuals”, that God has in every
generation His own seven thousand; yet it is
scary to most individuals to think that of dll
the Christians and church members in
America, that might be only 7000 that
survive.}

d. Jeremiah, when you speak all these words
from Me, God says in Jeremiah 7:27, “they will
not obey you".



e. "You will call to them", also, "but they will
not answer you.” Pertinent to the prime content
of this chapter, the people also like people
today and in the Falling Away were listening to
the official prophets and priests, and they were
heaping up in their own minds and organizations
those itching ears Bible teachers. Turning
their backs on the real Bible teachers and
preachers, then and now, is and was part of the
"heaping up” process; also answering only the
itching ears and popular and official teachers,
refusing simultaneously or before fo answer
the call from sound Bible teachers and
preachers.

NOTE: By the way, while there are only a
few Writing Prophets of the Bible, there
were many other Prophets, good and bad.
“prophet” in the Old Testament was simply a
man called and sent by 6od to His people and
others to present the current message from
God. By far most of the references to



prophets in the New Testament are only to
the Writing Prophets that God authorized to
record revelations for the Bible. And you
can easily see one reason for this as you
come to see how often as here in Jeremiah
that the prophets and priests got out of sync
with God the same time as the people. They
actually preached the opposite message that
6od was delivering to men like Jeremiah,
Amos, and Joel; and to keep their own status
and official position among the people, they
naturally opposed and sought to destroy the
real Prophet of God.

2-4: No Authorized Popular Preacher during
the Falling Away.

And here “preacher” is being used for Bible
teacher also as Bible teaching and preaching
can hardly be separated. And even as when
Christ did authorize, after His Ascension,
certain men fo be pastors and teachers, so,
man-made teachers and preachers of the



unauthorized vintage have come out of like-
minded itching ears Bible teachers, pastors,
and evangelists since the end of the Billy
Graham popularity. {One way to mark the
beginning of the Falling Away is to remember
when Billy Graham because much less popular,
say about the 60's.}

The very nature of the Falling Away as a
majority movement among Christians/church
members prohibits popular preachers and
popular teachers that are authorized by Christ.
Even as we are told in Ephesians 4:8-11 that the
Ascended Christ gave only authorized pastors,
teachers, and evangelists, so He does not
choose and authorize popular pastors,
teachers, and evangelists during the Falling
Away when He Himself as identified that period
of history as when "because sin will abound the
love of many will wax cold”. (Matthew 24:12)
Now unauthorized by Christ preachers and
teachers can be popular among this "many” who



have waxed cold; but not wholesale popular
among all church members during the Falling
Away, and definitely not among those church
member/Christians who did not wax cold and
fall away.

1. Like the official prophets and priests of
Jeremiah, you cannot listen to these popular
preachers and teachers during this time of the
Falling Away, for they like those of Jeremiah
prophesy {I Corinthians 14 word for
preaching and teaching}: (1) such as to make
you worthless; (2) speak a vision of their own
heart (Jeremiah 23:16); and (3) the vision as
they falsely claim is not "from the mouth of the
LORD".

2. The religious officials say, “no evil shall come
upon you.” (Jeremiah 23:17)

These officials of Jeremiah were continually
saying to God's people that “despised me"



(Jeremiah 23:17), God says, “You shall have
peace.”

3. About the only difference between the
of ficial and unauthorized prophets of Jeremiah
and those today is that while the prophets of
Jeremiah, according to God in Jeremiah 23:25
prophesied with "I have dreamed, I have
dreamed"”, the popular prophesies today start
with an announcement of such special
revelations with words like "God told me" or
"God said to me” or “"God gave me a word".

a. "How Long" God pleads (Jeremiah 23:26-
40) will these dreams be in the heart of the
prophets who prophesy lies.

b. They are "prophets of the deceit of their
own heart” (23:26).

c. These prophets try to get God's people to
forget the name of God when they tell their
neighbors these dreams.



4. These popular and extra-biblical special
revelations of prophesy today are more like the
dreams of the official prophets and priests of
Jeremiah than of the Word of God. (Jeremiah
23:28-40)

a. Let these that prophesy either tell a
dream that they had or speak "My Word"
already recorded in the Bible. (23:28)

b. These dreams and dreamers are like the
"chaff to the wheat" (23:28,29), where the
wheat is the from the Word of God like a fire
and like a hammer.

c. 6od says He is against every prophet who
steals God's words from his neighbor. (23:30).

d. God says He is against the prophets "who
use their tfongues and say, 'He says". (23:31).
Alas, alas be careful when you say God says, God
says, God told me when you cannot back it up



with what is already recorded in the Word of
God of 66 books.

e. God says that even as He is against those
who prophesy these false dreams, causing His
own people to err by their lies and recklessness
{a good Bible description of many messages we
hear today on TV, reckless}; that God did not
send them nor did God command them to
prophesy; and furthermore there is no way that
they or their messages from dreams can “profit
this people at all”. (Jeremiah 23:32)

2-5: To Unchurched and Churched About the
Churched.

While most popular preaching and books today
are about the unchurched and addressed to the
churched, this book is about the churched. The
way of popular preachers to get an "*Amen" is to
talk about the unchurched and lost, since only
churched and supposed Christians are in their
congregation. It is always easier to preach and



teach about those not present, and receive
congregational support, than to preach and
teach about those already present in the
church. As you suspected this book largely
about the unchurched is addressed TO both
the churched and unchurched. It is only fair
play that preachers can now talk about the
human frailties and bad habits of their church
members, and in fact must in order to do the
church administration work of reproof and
correction; since for years at Southwestern
Seminary books like "The Human Frailties of
the Pastor” have been studied.

1. Such attempts at this church administration
of correction and reproof, much less sound
doctrine and instruction in frue righteousness,
as well as to fill the "ALL SCRIPTURE" sink
hole, is seldom practiced by the popular
because it is not profitable.



2. If you are going to Biblical identify the
“false" in false prophets and false and itching
ears Bible teachers and preachers today, you
must face up to who is making a profit out of
you and how large is that profit.

3. You must be able to recognize where the
dreams of these itching and false prophesies
are serving, like in Jeremiah's day of
detrimental official prophets and priests, fo
subtly "strengthen the hands of the evil doers”
(TJeremiah 23:14) by positive reinforcement of
the bad habits and follies of “wickedness".

2-6: Profit Correction on Prophesy
(Speaking in the Assembly) in I Cor 14.

Few places in Scripture have we during the last
20 years seen the need for “reproof” and
“correction” on ALL SCRIPTURE like we now
see in the status quo as I Corinthians 14 as
understood and practiced. While many gives lip
service and some honor to I Corinthians 14, as



the charismatic and special revelations
movement in American Christianity has come to
dominate, the real meaning and message of this
famous chapter has been ignored. Sometimes
one would think that the charismatic movement
with the rising tide of the mystery of
lawlessness that started in Paul's day, was the
twin movement that would dominate American
churches and religion in favor of the Falling
Away. Although at first to be considered
strange, it should also be recalled that even
Satan was transformed into an angel of light;
should it therefore be considered strange that
this charismatic movement, so anti-Scripture
to I Corinthians 14, should be a prime
instrument in the ushering in of the inevitable
Falling Away.

The meaning of “prophesy” in Jeremiah and I
Corinthians is to "publicly expound”. Somehow
prophesy and prophet has become confused
with predictions of the future; and while all the



Prophets like Jeremiah, and we should be aware
of that by now, had predictions of the future
on what God was going to do, the primary
message of the Prophet was on contemporary
problems and issues. For example, Jeremiah
primarily preached on the bad habits of God's
people.

1. T Corinthians 14:3 has forever established
the purpose of “prophesy” in a local church or
in part of the total assembly of Christ. {Some
of these TV and conference speakers think
they can ignore I Corinthians 14 as they are
not speaking in a local church, but even as
“where two or three or gathered together in
the name of Christ” as Jesus taught, so also
it is an Assembly in the nature of "My
Assembly” when Christians gather for such
Bible studies.}

a. The purpose of public expounded in any
assembly of Christ is to: (1) edify, (2) exhort,



and (3) comfort. (I Corinthians 14:3) Any time
or place of an assembly in the name of Christ,
that you find public speaking not to be
consistent with the building up of Christians
according to the Word of God, any time you find
it inconsistent with the exhortations of the
Word of God no matter what special revelations
are claimed, and any time you find it to be a
false comfort and false security as compared
to what the Word of God as it exists now, that
is as the substance of “the faith once for all
delivered to the saints”, it is NOT PROPHESY!
If the prophesy is obvious for personal status
and profit; if it smells like self-edification, if it
sounds like self-edification for profit and
status, and if it looks like self-edification for
status and profit, no matter how large the
crowd--they could not be larger than all of
God's people in Jeremiah nor larger than all
God's people in the Falling Away in the
wilderness--then it is self-edification.



b. The opposite of this kind of speaking in
the church {prophesy}, according to I
Corinthians 14:4, is o edify self. This applies
to an individual worshipper who gets all involved
in arm waving and self-expressions of joy as
well as to the public speaker. Speaking in a
tongue, like an unknown tongue or another
language, is just one way that a worshipper or
speaker can disrupt worship by favoring self-
edification over edification of the assembly.
That is the real subject of I Corinthians 14
even though it has been perverted and misused,
sorely in need of reproof and correction. And
here is a stark example of where a little
scripture, say one or two verses are utilized out
of the sink hole of ALL SCRIPTURE, to use and
pervert the total gist. The gist is described in
I Corinthians 14:1: (1) Your prophesy or
speaking publicly in the church should first
come from a pursuit of love, the love Christ and
God without the waxing cold of the sin and
Falling Away, not from the self-love of the bad



habits of church members; (2) Save your
speaking to God, like in tongue speaking, for
private prayers and remember that in public
prophesy your audience is other men {granted
6od hears if you really have something to
say, but prophesy is TO listeners, not God};
and (3) while your spirit can communicate to
God in any known or unknown God in private
prayer, it is not a matter for speaking in public
exposition, in short not prophesy. {Why not
allow God to define like He does in I
Corinthians 14 what kind of speaking that He
desires publicly in His own House.}

NOTE: Perhaps one of the previously
unmentioned ways that we make Houses of
6od a "Hideout for Bad Habits” is by
disguising our prophesies under the bad habit
of self-edification. However, we do recall
that this was also the problem of the "Den
of Thieves” of Jeremiah, you sought to build
up themselves as secure, right, and



comfortable by shouting charismatically “The
temple of God, the temple of God, the temple
of God are these”. Also, by speaking publicly
the big lie.

2. The bottom line of I Corinthians 14, and
many never make the connection or allow
themselves to be reproved or corrected on the
matter, at the same fime deceiving themselves
that they have the profitability of doctrine and
instruction in righteousness on this portion of
ALL SCRIPTURE, is to be found in a proper
attitude toward the Word of God as given in T
Corinthians 14:36, the gist of which is "did the
Word of God come to you only, or did the Word
of God come out of you?" You see this kind of
forbidden by ALL SCRIPTURE attitude is what
creates for self-edification, profit, and status
all these special revelations where God told
such a public expounder something that He did
not tell others.



a. If someone things himself "to be prophet
or spiritual”, let him or her first acknowledge
that the things which Paul spoke and wrote are
words from God. Paul was among the Apostles
chosen, like the Prophets of the Old
Testament, to write Scriptures; Peter
testified to Paul that He wrote in his epistles
scriptures in the same category as the
“prophesies” of the Prophets, and that some of
them were both hard to understand, and how
some in that day, and by the way in this day and
time, would wrest them to their own
destruction. (I Corinthians 14:37,38) You have
two choices when you read I Corinthians 14 and
you practice public exposition: (1) to remain
ignorant with reproof and correction, and
perhaps also without any real sound doctrine
and sound instruction in righteousness; or (2) to
acknowledge the clear teachings, attitude, and
practices of I Corinthians 14 as Word of God,
unchanged and unaltered by modern times and
by any claims at special revelation.



b. “Let your women keep silent in the
churches, for they are not permitted to speak
in the church.” {or any assembly in the name
of Christ} (I Corinthians 14:34) I would not
even try to explain why so many confusions in
Christ related assembly are caused by women;
however, since the whole gist of this chapter is
to deal with confusions in assembly and worship,
then we must just accept it as so. For example,
above, we saw another confusion in worship and
assembly caused by special revelations which
ignore the Christian community understanding
and history of the faith once for all delivered
to the saints in the Word of God.

3. Sorry Passion Movement, Joyce, Paula, Beth,
and other “"women of faith", the Word of God
did not come out of you nor was it delivered to
you only; and your public silence is required in
any assembly of Christ just as is the same Word
of God requirement on any member that enters
any church for worship. THERE ARE NO



EXCEPTIONS. And what you will generally find
in such conferences that there is much personal
profit making, much self-edification of profit
and status, and a lot of subtle special
revelations. And generally, the conference
attendees have gone in order to secure some
additional Christian status in their own family,
church, or the community at large. It is that
same old story of popularity, heaping up, and
hiding. Look closely and you will find that these
forbidden women public speakers, just like
Osteen and Warren "strengthen” listeners in
their evil way, like in Jeremiah, most generally
by providing substitutes for the real God, real
Christ, and real Christian way of life, which in
reality are the creation of idols.

NOTE: By the way on the popularity
surface, you may doubt that these ladies
have done anything wrong, especially on the
forbidden habits of II Timothy 3:1-9; but
think again! Their pride, boasting, self-love,



arrogance, love of money, without self-
control, headstrong, haughty--especially
when you consider that they have made the
deliberate choice in the name of the
American feminist movement to ignore the
ALL SCRIPTURE of I Corinthians 14:34--
that is all: and perhaps even the slanderers,
despiser of good, and lovers of pleasure more
than lovers of God.

4. Greater in the eyes of God is the Prophet
who prophesies than the Prophet who speaks in
atongue. (I Corinthians 14:5) And never forget
that while it is possible to speak to God so
emotionally, and dominated by the spirit, that
language can lose meaning, and that this is an
"unknown tongue"”, what the Apostles spoke on
the first day of Pentecost after the Ascension
was known languages. Really, if you want to be
more New Testament then invite a missionary
to speak to your church or conference in the
language of the people where he is a missionary!



You might say, well most of us would not
understand it, so how would we prophet from
the message? Yes, exactly, all which is done in
the church or other assembly of Christ is o be
done with ‘understanding” whether it is
prophesy, music, praise, or prayer. Otherwise
it is not public, it is private and a violation of T
Corinthians 14 in spirit and in truth!

5. Along with this charismatic movement which
has confused worship, has between within
worship services a hew Babel, which confused
and scattered all the people of the world, of
many sounds and languages. Like taught in I
Corinthians 14:7-11, this is a confusion in
worship and assembly of (1) lack of distinction,
and (2) lack of understanding. You see it in the
praise music, you see in the self-expressions
and edifications of Attenders and speaker, and
you see in the simplicity (without distinction}
and lack of understanding of those who claim to
prophesy. And we have let them get away with



it out of the American respect for religion and
churches and religious conferences supposedly
in the name of Christ, although much of that
comes from not even choosing to think about it
or acknowledge it like the respect given to some
men and women after their death that was not
afforded them previously.

6. Clearly by I Corinthians 14:6 the prophesy
that edifies, exhorts, and comforts is by: (1)
revelation from an Apostle or Prophet and
therefore only as written in the Bible of the
authorized Apostles and Prophets; (2) by
knowledge based on that Bible, not special
revelations; (3) by real prophesying that
edifies, exhorts, and comforts with distinct
sounds and understanding; and (4) by the
teaching of sound doctrine, instruction in
righteousness based on the ALL SCRIPTURE
which we already have as well as reproof and
correction which closes the two gaps, church
administration and Christian living, of II



Timothy 3:16,17 and the sink hole where much
of the ALL has been lost or ignored, even as has
I Corinthians 14.

7. Sing with the spirit and understanding; pray
with the spirit and understanding; and speak
{prophesys} in any church or assembly of Christ
with spirit and understanding. (I Corinthians
14:15) If you give some Attenders a blessing
that they do not understand, it will have trouble
being a blessing to them; although you may
profit for feeding your own ego. Obviously, this
promotion of edification of the congregation
over confusion of the congregation applies to
music of distinct, beautiful, and quite sound as
well as of praise, prophesy, and prayer. Yet
what do we find in our contemporary churches
and conferences: instead of correction and
reproof in the direction of a lack of confusion,
we find correction and reproof in the direction
of noise in worship, a lack of understanding with



the emotion of spirit, and confusing preaching
and teaching to be consistent with the rest.

2-7: Popularity of the "Peace” Message.

It is foolish to prophesy “Peace, peace” today,
even as in Jeremiah, when your world is about
to be destroyed. All the official prophets and
priests of Jeremiah were preaching a Gospel of
Peace and Prosperity to the extent that God
said, "Don't talk about an oracle of God
anymore”. You prophets and priests the only
way an oracle of God should come from your lips
is when you ask one another, "What did Yahweh
say?" or "What did Yahweh answer?" (Jeremiah
23:34-37) The equivalent message today to
popular preachers would be: Don't talk about
special revelations, for they are like dreams,
just say between yourselves "What is already
written in the complete Bible of revelations”, or
"What does the existing Word of God say".
Even a popular preacher as good as J.D. Jakes
said last Sunday that Martha has a “revelation”.



No, Martha had an illumination of existing
revelations from Jesus and the Apostles; and
this is not trivia, for to claim revelations by and
from anyone beside Jesus, the Apostles, and
Prophets is heresy against the faith once for all
delivered to the saints and against the written
Word of God. Like the Mormons who boast of
4 Bibles and the Catholics who establish a
Vatican document in authority over the Bible, it
is adding to and taking away from the Bible. Or
as in the recent history of the Pentecostals,
once let loose by Oral Roberts, then like the
prophets and priests of Jeremiah live off the
messages of fellow popular preachers,
generating based on this popular and recent
evolution new terminology, new concepts, and
new special revelations. {Most often the
purpose of these special oracles or revelations,
like the teachings of Paul and other Apostles on
false prophets, are: (1) for personal profit; and
(2) for the status of making disciples tfo
themselves, alias popularity.



““Therefore behold, | am against the
prophets,’ says the LORD, ‘who steal My
words everyone from his neighbor.””
(Jeremiah 23:30)

And here I must give some credit to the author
of the New International Commentary on
Jeremiah, J.A. Thompson, who translates
Jeremiah 23:31 as "they oracle an oracle.”

“The meaning is that the message
of the false prophets originated from
themselves and was presented in
their own words with something of a
flourish as though it were a word
from Yahweh.”

1. The ultimate false message of the popular
prophets and priests of Jeremiah was that they
were preaching a message of peace and security
when God had already told Judah and Israel
that they would go into Captivity. How are
popular preachers today like the prophets and
priests of Jeremiah?



(1). They promote a Gospel of Prosperity,
Health, and Peace which enforces {strengthens
the wicked, to use some words from
Jeremiah} the loyalty of Americans to give a
priority fo things and status over God and
righteousness. What truly made God mad in the
messages of Jeremiah is split loyalty. And
while many Christians and church members
today enamored with the Gospel of Prosperity
and idols of material things and seeking have
not seen the real message of Jesus in "Seek ye
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things will be added unto you", any
time the priority is reversed by a loyalty for
any of these things of living and prosperity, it
is an idol of split loyalty for God.

(2). They strengthen the wicked of bad
habits in their bad ways with this Gospel of
Prosperity {by the way, believed by over 60%
of American Christians}, to ignore that God
chastises those that really belong to him. What



happens with the Gospel of Prosperity is that
the 10% of Americans who spend over 50% of
the money are promoted as the good examples
of God's children when in reality, according to
Hebrews 11 on the chastisement of God, they
are bastard children; and whatever you read
from the chastisement of Hebrews 11 and the
rest of the Bible, you must see among the ways
God's has chastised is related to health,
prosperity, things, and status, also weather and
comfort.

(3). They provide a comfort zone in
Christian lives and in the house of God which
tends to overlook that the world is rapidly
coming to an end. Like the man who built his
house on the sand, in the parable from Jesus,
they provide an emphasis on things and status
and comfort of this world, building semi-
permanent social, materialistic, and routine
structures that cannot survive as this old earth
and old heavens become the new earth and new



heavens. Often today rather than the non-
believers promoting the "status-quo” of Peter
where "all things continue the same from the
beginning”, it is the popular preachers with
their itching ears listeners that are promoting
the security and assumption that Peace will go
on forever; while God has foretold and designed
this old world for ultimate destruction.

2. Seldom do you hear the popular preachers
speak of an imminence of the falling away, of
increased calamities from God, and of Peters
"both the earth and the works that are in it will
be burned up.” (I Peter 3:10) Granted that
even in the days of Paul, he could write “the
whole Creation groaneth until now"; and that
like a woman in childbirth there will be
increased travail up to the point of delivery
from the old earth and Age to the new earth
and Age, it should be apparent from the
increased calamities in the U.S. since 9/11 or
tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, drought, etc.



that the groaning and travail of this old earth
is about to usher in a New Earth and a New Age.

Like in Jeremiah, these are evil times not good
times; and although we tend tfo ignore it, also
like God's people of Jeremiah, history is not the
same as it used to be. America is not the same;
the world is not the same; the SBC is not the
same; the good old gospel is not the same; and
our churches are not the same. There are
several ways that God through Jeremiah tries
to describe how the status quo of the nation
and the world had changed so that Peace was no
longer to be held onto or preached by popular
prophets. Certainly, God's people could no
longer find peace, security, and comfort in the
House of God as they fried fo hide there!

(1). Now history is different from the
history of the past in that a repeated sequence
of calamities in the place of blesses have come
upon the land.



"Why does the land perish and burn up like a
wilderness, so that no one can pass through?”
(Jeremiah 9:12b)

Nothing new, the optimistic of misty optics and
the popular prophets and priests say: we have
been there and done this before. However, look
closely and you will find that there is something
much more different in intensity and lack of
blessing than it has ever been in history. Even
as now our scientists and politicians are
starting to face up to our destruction of planet
earth, so we are increasing becoming aware
that the entropy predicted by physicists,
where the order of the universe runs down, is
much closer than predicted. Also, that God
holds His own people in the land responsible for
the condition of the people in the land and for
the calamities. Prayers are not effective and
not be heard. The primary reason is because
the giant shadow over the many prayers of
churches and church people blocks the



effectivity of these prayers, and that giant
shadow is the bad habits of God's people that
they are hiding in the churches, bad habits that
are quickly without adequate sink hole filling of
ALL SCRIPTURE and the two gaps of church
administration and Christian living are about to
pass into a complete fulfillment of the Falling
Away.

(2). God's people of the Houses of God look
for and seek after peace, security, and comfort
in the House of God and in the land; and the
popular preachers encourage them with false
message of a Gospel of Peace, Prosperity, and
Health, but "no good came and for a time of
health, and there was trouble” (Jeremiah 8:15)
While many of these false and official and
popular prophets fry to make over what is in
reality happening with words to tell you what is
happening quite different from what you see,
America is started to get the real picture. It
is much like the lady who told us she was a



worship leader and continued in our presence to
take the name of God in vain. There is an
obvious contradiction there between what is
professed or claimed and what is real, between
image and reality, between the dreams of
prophesy and the truth.

(3). What God sees in these churches of
hideouts and in the land where all the official
prophets and priests are touting peace and
prosperity is a "conspiracy of popularity”: “And
the LORD said to me, 'A conspiracy has been
found among the men of Judah and among the
inhabitants of Jerusalem™. (Jeremiah 11:9-11)

The people of the land have changed for the
worse, “"they have turned back to the iniquities
of their forefathers” {of the Falling Away in
the wilderness} in that they refuse to listen and
heed the words of God. The people have gone
after other gods and idols to serve them. God's
people have broken the agreement of the



covenant that has existed between God and the
people, and that is a drastic change in history.

(4). God will bring calamity on the land, that
is another change in history; and God will not
listen to their prayers, that is definitely a
change in the good old religion that Americans
have known or think they have known.

“"Therefore thus says the LORD, 'Behold, I
will surely bring calamity on them which they
will not be able to escape {no more hiding in
the House of God}:; and though they cry out
to Me, I will not listen to them.” (Jeremiah
11:11)

Really, how long before you wake up Christians
and church members, for last night on 60
minutes in the program about Joel Osteen, you
witnessed the "Perfect Popular Preacher” for
the following away, also the perfect
congregation of 10,000 people with a TV
audience of 70 million viewers. Brother and



sister, that is about as worldly as you can get,
and the ministry of the Lakewood Church and
Osteen has drawn recognition from even some
Seminary professors as devoid of Bible and
theology. What you are witnessing in this
church and ministry is a complete fulfillment of
what some said 40 years ago, "if you stand for
nothing, you fall for anything”. On the positive
side as the infterviewer for 60 minutes
graciously referenced other ministers and
teachers as saying, a no doctrine message of
"God is nice, you are nice, I am nice, and you
should go out and be nice." Well, wake up and
contrast this with People Profitability (IT
Timothy 3:16,17) from the Scripture, where
people hear sound doctrine rescued, where
there is "reproof, correction, and instruction in
rightness”, compare this message of niceness
preached while members and viewer struggle
and die striving to live with a gospel of
prosperity, that if you show enough faith you
will be prosperous and healthy--what a wrong to



do to many members as has been witnessed by
others in Houston--this niceness which ignored
that Preaching according to the Bible (IT
Timothy 4:2) is to include “reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine”.
"For the time" has actually come for this 10
thousand and 70 million “"when they will not
endure sound doctrine”; in fact they are getting
exactly what they want like IT Timothy 4:3
says, intolerance toward sound doctrine
"according to their own desires”, since this
support and encouragement, yes wholesale
buying of the message, is a grassroots
movement of ‘itching ears”, itching ears
preacher and itching ears people. It is the
people of Houston, Lakewood in particular, that
did this “heaping up" of niceness and a lack of
sound doctrine, this grassroots movement
where “their ears {have} turned away from the
truth, and be turned aside to fables" {of
niceness, prosperity, things, and health}; and
the sad fact is that neither the preacher nor



the people recognize that they have fulfilled
the ultimate description of the Falling Away of
IT Timothy 4:3,4. The sins and bad habits that
brought this 10 thousand and 70 million to this
ultimate of nice fables has not been and is not
apparent, covered up by the more obvious
popular reality that 70.1 million believe it and
participate {you know, millions of Frenchman
could not be wrong as the old saying goes}. It
is much like we in the kingdom have known for
over 50 years and in faith healing meetings,
where what you see and hear about is a few that
seemed to be miraculously healed, hardly once
hearing of the many lives destroyed in the
meetings because of their lack of faith or
destroyed later. The cover up process that
started and developed then has been perfected
at Lakewood Church. And if you do not see in
this, the ultimate of the Falling Away, and the
need to rescue the sound doctrine of the Bible,
from this vast number of Americans who have
made Lakewood a hideout for ignoring the Bible,



then you also must be too far gone to tell the
difference between sound doctrine and fables.



Chapter 3: God’s Promised
Prosperity.

Contrary to so much false preaching today
on the so-called "Gospel of Prosperity and
Health", the Promised Prosperity of God as
part of God's contract with His own people,
most generally called the Covenant in the
Bible, is: (1) a group prosperity for a nation
of God's people; and (2) limited to a living in
the category of what Paul said, "having food
and raiment, let us be content”. Also
contrary to the current and popular false
gospel of prosperity, where false prophets
tell their people that with enough faith, they
will automatically have prosperity and
health, it is obedience to God that brings
national prosperity rather than faith.

It is embarrassing {a prime example of
literal isogesis instead of exegesis} the way



some take Jeremiah 29:11 out of context to
rationalize a false gospel of prosperity.

“For I know the plans I have for you,’
declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11
NIV)

First of all, this prosperity plan is after 70
years of captivity in Babylon, it is a group
promise of prosperity, and it is for the
children of those taken Captive. Secondly,
besides out of total historical and book of
Jeremiah context which is primarily on
death, destruction, and calamity; it is even
out of chapter 29 context. For example,
read the next two verses.

“Then you will call upon Me and go and
pray to Me, and I will listen to you. {It
is a shame if you have to wait 70 years



to call on God, but your patience is
commendable!} And you will seek Me and
find Me, when you search for Me with all
your heart. {Now, this is one aspect of
the hope that can be practiced at any
time. You do not have to wait 70 years,
or one calamity morel} I will be found by
you, says the LORD, and I will bring you
back from your captivity...” {You see to
even begin to qualify for this prosperity
and hope, you have to be in captivity for
70 years!}

This prosperity of 29:11 is not the kind of
abundant wealth of prosperity that the
evangelists in fine clothes and with diamond
rings, while flying into communities for
revivals in their costly jets. As mentioned
early, it is (1) group or national prosperity,
and (2) it is more for a living, like Paul wrote,
"having food and raiment, let us be content”,



and (3) it is more for national peace and
security. If you want to wrestle
intellectually with the Bible, and with angels,
try like Jeremiah did to wrestle with why in
spite of all the intense series of calamities
since 911 where the poor and middle class
have suffered, like on the continuing
economic crisis, while 10% of the American
public with 50% of the wealth remain almost
unaffected. {That should be modified to
state that: (1) they have slightly been
inconvenienced, and (2) God through these
calamities, like His intention, has gained
their attention slightly.}

"Righteous are You, O LORD, when I
plead with You; yet let me talk with You
about Your judgments. Why does the way
of the wicked prosper? Why are those
happy who deal so treacherously? You
have planted them, ye, they have taken



root; they grow, yes, they bear fruit.
You are near in their mouth but far from
their mind.” (Jeremiah 12:1,2)

God dialogues with Jeremiah in the rest of
this chapter and in the total context of
Jeremiah about this very subject. It is true
that calamities are often uneven and seemly
unjust. After we have the more total Bible
context of the Contract, or Covenant, God
makes with His people, a contract that
includes conditions like of blessings for
obedience and curses for disobedience, then
we will conclude this chapter with this sub-
subject of the Contract.



3-1: The Contract with God by
God’s People.

Even Santa Claus has a list of "who is
naughty and nice". In theory, Santa Claus
delivers toys to those kids who are good and
abstains from those who have been bad.

The big difference if we begin to straighten
out our false image {idolatry} of the God of
this Universe and the Father of the Lord
Jesus Christ, is that God chastises His
people when they are bad. God's people
today, much less the world, can hardly see
God at work because they fail to see that
God daily uses calamities to chastise His own
people; sometimes in calamities of the
second kind to chastise the whole world in
the automatic calamities leading to ultimate
destruction at the end; and sometimes like
at Sodom and Gomorrah, God gets so fed up
with the wickedness of the world that a holy



God cannot stand, that He uses calamities of
the third kind for destruction like by fire or
Tsunami. And we must understand that
beyond the obvious abominations of just
plain wickedness, say in the external and
internal violations of the 10 commandments
known by the whole world, there is what
matters most to God, IDOLATRY.

1. Disobedience to the Contract with God
was on the mind of God when He gave
Jeremiah the Temple Message to Deliver
before the Jerusalem destruction of 587
B.C.

"For I did not speak to your fathers, or
command them in the day that I brought
them out of the land of Egypt, concerning
burnt offerings or sacrifices. But this is
what I commanded them, saying, '‘Obey
My voice, and I will be your God, and you



shall be My people. And walk in all the
ways that I have commanded you, that it
may be well with you. Yet they did not
obey or incline their ear: but followed the
counsels and dictates of their evil hearts
and went backward and not forward.”
(Jeremiah 7:2-24)

You see, the Contract with God is
conditional. "Obey My voice", God said to
the people of Jerusalem as He does to the
people of America today, "and {then and only
then} will I be your God"; and then and only
then, "you shall be My people.”

2. The Contract with God at Mount Sinai,
generally called the Covenant, included the
10 commandments as implementations of
obedience to God, but the Covenant was far
more than that.



“"Then he {Moses} took the Book of the
Covenant and read in the hearing of the
people, And they said, 'All that the
LORD has said we will do; and be
obedient.” (Exodus 24:7)

If you see nothing more here, you see that
the Contract or Covenant with God is a whole
BOOK! Tt leaves out nothing including the
Royal Law of Leviticus and James.

“If you really fulfill the royal law
according to the Scripture, 'You shall love
your neighbor as yourself’, you do well;
but it you show partiality, you commit sin,
and are convicted by the law as
transgressors.” (James 2:8,9 and
Leviticus 19:18)

3. After 80 years of wilderness wanderings
and just before Joshua took the people into
the Promised Land of Canaan, Moses



reviewed the Contract of the Covenant in
the hearing of the people. The Book of the
Covenant is the same as the Book of the
Law, in other words the Pentateuch or first
five books of the Bible--Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

NOTE: You talk about a camp meeting,
this must have been more than an all-day
meeting of the total congregation of the
people of Israel: and a grand time at
that.

“"These are the words of the covenant
which the LORD commanded Moses to
make with the children of Israel in the
land of Moab, besides the covenant which
He made with them in Horeb.”
(Deuteronomy 29:1)



3-2: A Brief Exegesis of the
Covenant as reviewed by Moses in
Deuteronomy 29 and 30.

1. Your heritage and history has seen all God
did in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, his
servants, and all his land; your heritage and
history, the last 40-80 years, has seen
"great trials”, “signs”, and "great wonders”;
yet right up to this very day, the LORD “has
not given you": (1) a heart to perceive; (2)
eyes to see; and (3) ears to hear.

a. (Deut. 29:2-4).

b. New Testament equivalent in Romans
11:8, quoted from Deuteronomy 29:4 and
Isaiah 29:10; and explained in Romans 11:1-7.

"...has God cast away His people?
Certainly not! For I {the Apostle Paul}
also am an Israelite, of the seed of



Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. GOD
{then and now} has not cast away His
people whom He foreknew...{Elijah as far
as this prophet knew was the only one left
serving 6od during his time, but God let
him know that "He had reserved” 7,000
who had not bowed the knee to Baal.}
EVEN SO, AT THIS PRESENT TIME
THERE IS A REMNANT ACCORDING TO
THE ELECTION OF GRACE...” (Romans
11:1-5)

CONCLUSION: "What then? Israel has
not obtained what it seeks; but the elect
have obtained it, and the rest were

blinded.” (Romans 11:7)

NOTE: There are several Bible facts
about salvation of the elect by grace that
you must see: (1) there is a vast
difference between the large body of



God's called people, like the whole nation
of Israel and a large portion of the nation
of the United States and in churches, and
the very small body of God's chosen
people; (2) in spite of our little formulas
for salvation where we strive to hold
God's feet to the fire, the imitative is
still with God for salvation of His elect:;
(3) while 6od's chose of a remnant just
before entrance into the Promised Land,
at the time of Captivity, and after
Christ, the remnant increasingly became
largely from the Gentiles. In fact, the
Prophets limit the salvation of the Jews
after the death of Christ to only one-
third of the nation, and with persecution.

2. Jeremiah 5:12 and 5:21,24-25.

a. "They have lied about the LORD,
and said, 'It is not He. Neither will evil



come upon us, nor shall we see sword or
famine.” (5:12)

b. ™Hear this now, O foolish people,
without understanding, who have eyes and
see not, and who have ears and hear not.”
(5:21)

c. "They do not say in their heart,
‘Let us now fear the LORD our God, Who
gives rain, both the former and the
latter, in its season. He reserves for us
the appointed weeks of the harvest. Your
iniquities have turned these things away,
and your sins have withheld good from
you.” (Jeremiah 5:24-25)

3-3: The Kind of Promised
Prosperity (Deut. 29:9) from God



when there is obedience to the
Contract with God.

“Therefore keep the words of this
covenant, and do them, that you may
prosper in all that you do.” (Deut. 29:9)

NOTE: This kind of prosperity, quite
different from the Gospel of Prosperity so
popular today, is more for group provision
of a living, security and peace. And if
you doubt that read what is written in
29:5-8 before this conclusion, how their
sandals and clothing did not wear out; and
6od led them for 40 years.

1. "keep the words of the Covenant”,
obedience and you prosper with necessities
{like Paul later would write to Christians,
"having food and raiment, therewith be
content"}. (Deut. 29:9-12)



a. All stand today before God in a special
way: leaders, tribes, elders, officers, all the
men of Israel {no doubt, fighting men}, little
ones, wives, and strangers in the camp.
(29:10,11)

NOTE: Even then, the covenant or
contract with God was very democratic,
as the strangers {servants, Egyptians and
others along the way picked up in the
wilderness} in the camp that cut wood or
drew water stood before God that day in
Covenant.

b. Called “entering into covenant with
God", it is also called entering into the Oath
of God "which the LORD your God makes
with you today.” (29:12)

2. God right then wants to establish the
people of this new nation “as a people for
Himself" (29:13): “that He may be God to



you" as He has said and even as in your
heritage, He told Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, "all your fathers”.

NOTE: Beyond all the negativisms of
idolatry, you should note the very positive
thrust on the part of God to have a called
and chosen nation "AS A PEOPLE FOR
HIMSELF”. What W. O. Carver years
ago summarized as the whole theme of
the book of Ephesians, and with Ephesians
as a paraphrase of the whole Bible also a
summary of the Bible, it is "THE GLORY
OF GOD IN THE CHRISTIAN CALLING".
Well, then beyond all the commandments,
laws, and regulations, the motivation of
6od was for The Glory of God in the
Covenant Calling.

3. The group was much larger than those
assembled before Moses (29:14-15).



a. Those standing here today and those
not here today (29:15).

b. "...so that there may not be among
you man or woman or family or tribe, who
heart turns away today from the LORD our
God, to go and serve the gods of these
nations..." (29:18).

3-4: Sometimes secular historians
act like God failed to recognize the
realities of idol worship in the
world, but part of God’s contract
with His people originally was a
consideration of idol worship.

"...{about Egypt and other nations, they
passed through on the way to the
Promised Land} and you saw their
abominations and their idols which were



among them--wood and stone and silver
and gold!” (Deut. 29:17)

1. These idol worshippers should not be
among you, and "there may not be among you
a root bearing bitterness or wormwood"
(29:18).

a. Not among you a man, women, family,
or tribe like the description above. (29:28)

b. Whose heart turns away today from
the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods
of these nations.

c. Not among you a root bearing
bitterness of wormwood.

2. The way these idol worshippers among
you will think (29:19-



a. This is the way the idolatry will
respond to God and His prophets when he
hears the words of the curse against
idolatry, that of SELF-BLESSINGS IN
HEART.

"...when he hears the words of this
curse, that he blesses himself in his
heart, saying, 'T shall have peace, even
though I follow the dictates of my
heart'...” (29:19)

NOTE: You have interview after
interview of victims of these American
calamities of floods, fires, and tornadoes
and hurricanes, have you not seen in some
of these same thoughts. "I shall have
peace and continue to follow the dictates
of my own heart.” SELF-BLESSINGS IN
THE HEART.



b. This idol worship with self-blessings in
his heart, not really part of God's people but
pretending to be so, thinks "the drunkard
could be included with the sober”. (Deut
29:19)

3. God will not spare this idol worshipper
among God's people, but this is what will
happen to him as part of the national
Contract with God. (29:20-21)

a. The anger of the LORD and His
jealousy will burn against that man.

b. Every curse that is written in the
Book will settle on him.

c. “the LORD would blot out his name
from under heaven."

d. God would “separate him from all the
tribes of Israel for adversity”, based on the



curses of the covenant in this Book of the
Law. {the Pentateuch or first five books of
the Bible, called also the Law of Moses.}

3-5: By now in this speech of
revelations by Moses, it is obvious
that Moses, the first of Prophets is
making a Prophetic Prediction of
what will happen to Israel when
they become wholeheartedly
Idolaters, say about the time of
Jeremiah. (29:21-29)

1. Separation of Idolaters from the other
tribes of Israel "for adversity” and by the
methods of the "curses of the covenant”
written in the Book of Law. (29:19)

2. Some descriptions of the Curses of the
Covenant.



a. Later generations and foreigners
from a far land will see “the plagues of that
land and the sicknesses which the LORD has
laid on it" (29:22)

NOTE: So, 2 curses of the covenant are
(1) plagues and (2) sicknesses.

b. Like Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah,
and Zeboii, "which the LORD overthrew in
His anger and His wrath": (1) the whole land
is brimstone, salt, and burning; (2) not
farmed and unfertile soil; (3) grass will not
even grow there.

3. "Why These Calamites” on God's People,
all nations of the world will ask?

"Why has the LORD done so to this land?
What does the heat of this great anger
mean?” (29:24)



NOTE: Isn't that what the world is asking
about what is happening presently to the
land of the free and the home of the brave,
America? Yes, the world and the press has
noticed and are asking "WHY?" but not
sufficient answer has come because for one
think the preachers do not have the guts!
How can we get the right answer, when we
do not even have the right question about
the intense series of calamities on America
since 911?

4. The Proper Answer of the People.

a. Because they broke the Contract with
God.

"...Because they have forsaken the
covenant of the LORD God of their
fathers, which He made with them when
He brought them out of the land of
Egypt..." (Deut 29:25)



b. How Did they break the Covenant with
God?

"...for they went and served other gods
and worshiped them, gods that they did
not know and that He had not given to
them.” (Deut 29:26)

NOTE: If God wanted you to have other
gods, He would give them to you: and
perhaps that was what the people of
Jeremiah were trying to say in the
Temple worship with the chant of "we are
delivered to do all these abominations”
(Jeremiah 7:10b)

3-6: A Perpetual and Prophetic
Prediction from Prophet Moses on



the land of Israel (Deut 29:27-29),

“as it is this day”.

NOTE: "As it is this day” applies to all
the time of the land of Israel after the
destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.C. It
was hever the same; it never has been
the same; and it will never be the same
until Christ comes again, lowers down the
New Jerusalem from heaven to Mount
Zion and provides for all the new people
of Jews and Gentiles a new heaven and a
new earth!

True the Jewish settlers in Israel have built
and grown and improved the land; however,
for one thing, it is more the land of Judah,
the land of 2 tribes, since Syria now
occupies the land which was once the other
10 tribes of Israel; and then Gaza and
Jordan and the West Bank all have pieces of



the land. And essentially it will be this same
way until all the Arab/Muslim and world
armies come against Jerusalem to destroy
it, and the camp of the saints, as predicted
in Revelation 20:9.

1. Then the Anger of the LORD was aroused
against the land to bring on it every curse
written in this Book (29:27).

2. The LORD uprooted the people from
their land and cast them into another land.
(29:28)

3. The emotion with which God did it is very
descriptive: (1) in anger, (2) in wrath, and
(3) in great indignation. (29:28)

4. Difference between Secret Things and
Revelations. (29:29)



a. Secret Things belong to the LORD our
God.

b. Those things which are revealed
belong to God's people and to children, and
forever.

c. The purpose of revelations is in order
that "we may do all the words of this law".

3-7: When Exiled Israel Considers
the Blessings and the Curses of the
Covenant. (Deut 30:1-10)

1. If you return to God AND OBEY HIS
VOICE, with “all your heart and with all your
soul”, then God as part of His Contract will:
(1) bring you back from Captivity: (2) have
compassion on you; and (3) gather you again
from all the nations where God has
scattered you. (30:1-4)



2. Bring you back to the land your fathers
possessed so that you can possess it; God
will prosper you; and you will be multitude in
family more than your fathers. (30:5)

3. The First Promise of the New Birth, long
before the same Promise in Jeremiah.

a. New birth for you and your
descendants (30:6)

"And the LORD your 6od will circumcise
your heart and the heart of our
descendants...."”

b. Similar promise in Jeremiah as part of
a New Covenant with the New Israel.

The New lIsrael is primarily Gentiles but also some of the Jews, and
this is fully explained in the book of Romans where “all Israel is
not of Israel” and other parts of Romans.



"Behold, the days are coming, says the
LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah--not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers
in the day that I took them by the hand
to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My
covenant which they broke, though I was
a husband to them,’ says the LORD. But
this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days,
says the LORD; I will put My law in their
minds, and write it on their hearts, and I
will be their God, and they shall be MY
people.” (Jeremiah 31:31-33)

NOTE: Ah, hah, you are thinking that
America as a nation of God's people is no
longer under the first covenant with its
blessing and the curses of calamities; and
you would be wrong for two reasons: (1)



the covenant still describes how God deals
with nations instead of individuals, with
calamities, curses, and blessings; and (2)
there is still that major requirement of "I
will be their 6od, and they shall be MY
people”, obviously that is a group or
national requirement also.

c. See the obvious similarities between
both covenants, in the second with a new
born heart it is made possible to love God
with all the heart and soul; and in the first
covenant, remember how the LAW
summarizes itself, and Jesus repeated with
a quote of it: (1) that you shall love the
LORD your God with all your heart, mind, and
soul; and (2) the second is like it you shall
love your neighbor as yourself.

4. God, at the same time of refurn from
Captivity, will put all the curses previously on



Israel on the enemies of Israel, "on those
who hate you, who persecuted you" (30:7)

5. Then Israel will again obey God and do all
His commandments. (30:8)

NOTE: It was a good goal, and almost
wishful thinking on the part of Moses; and
indeed, for the returned remnant from
Babylon, there was a significant measure
of obedience for several hundred years
until the time of Christ where only
approximately one-third came to proper
obedience and following the commands of
6od as given them through the Lord Jesus
Christ. Now, they are still in the process
of another return to the land from the
far reaches of the earth, yet we see
little obedience to all the commandments
of God given through Christ. But, you



see, these returns were also conditional,
say another contract.

"If you obey the voice of the LORD your
6od, to keep His commandments and His
statutes which are written in this Book of
the Law, and if you turn to the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all
your soul.” (30:10)

Something which obviously has never been
done in Israel!

3-8: The Contract with God is not
that “mysterious” (30:11), it is
really a choice between life and
death.

"See, I have set before you today life
and good, death and evil.” (Deuteronomy
30:13)



With good, comes life; and with evil, comes
death!

1. Moses cuts to the chase on all the
commandments and laws and statutes that
came from God through him and as recorded
in the Book of the Law or Covenant, with the
words “love” and “heart"”.

a. "I command you today TO LOVE THE
LORD YOUR GOD is prime and first, before
(2) walking in God's ways; (3) keeping God's
commandments, statutes, and judgments.
(30:16)

b. But if your heart turns away....
(30:17).

c. Again in 30:20, Moses closes with "that
you may love the LORD your God, prime and
first, before (2) obedience to His voice, and
(3) clinging to God.



2. The big "IF" of the New Contract; for we
know that during the life of Christ, Jesus
was rejected as the Son of God by the
nation of Israel and its leaders, except for a
small remnant that became the disciples of
Christ; and what was predictive here in
Deuteronomy 30:17,18 has become first
century history already.

"But if your heart turns away so that you
do not hear, and are drawn away, and
worship other gods and serve them, I
announce to you today that you shall
surely perish {eternally from eternal life
and from the land of Israel}; you shall not
prolong your days in the land {notice
Israel may get back but their stay will
not be prolonged without obedience} which
you cross over the Jordan to go in and
possess.” (Deuteronomy 30:17,18)



NOTE: The stay of Israel in the land
can never be “prolonged” without the
obedience of the majority of the nation.
That is, except after the great battle to
end human history as the vast army comes
against Jerusalem and the camp of the
saints, and as 6od and Christ wrap it all
up with the Second Coming, destruction of
the old earth and Creation of the new
earth.



Chapter 4: A Real Bible Report on the
Gospel of Prosperity.

While the Bible is full of Reports that teach
the real Gospel of Christ and all the
implications for living and life, over this very
popular and present Gospel of Prosperity and
Health, exegesis in this chapter will be done on
just one chapter of the Psalms, Psalm 37. Just
like the rest of the Bible, and more pointedly in
this chapter, the whole perspective of another
than Gospel of Prosperity permeates this whole
chapter, verse by verse. However, in one
section before we get into the verse by verse
details of Psalm 37, let SunGrist_Bible provide
the same answer given to the Bible Question on
the websites of www.biblecombibleman.com and
www.Sun6ristBible.com, of "Why Are We So
Poor"?"

4-1: The Dangers, Unwise Wisdom if you
Would, of the Gospel of Prosperity.



While the Gospel of Prosperity profits the
Popular Preachers, especially in money and
status and listeners, it is a high-risk philosophy
for Christians and other church members.

1. It ignores and perverts the "chastisement of
God".

While almost all are aware of how God chastises
His own children and does not do so for bastard
children, we all need to be reminded from the
Bible exactly how God chastises. In other
words, while all would recognize immediately
that (1) God does chastise, and (2) That the
chastisement is for real children, not the tares
or those without the proper wedding garments,
the issue comes in recognizing what happened
daily and yearly in our lives that is chastisement
from God. Could it be that a lack of material
gain, even a temporary illness or a more
permanent one is also chastisement from God;
and therefore, by praying for and working for



and believing in the Gospel of Prosperity we are
trying to thwart the very will of God for our
lives.

2. It creates false hopes and false
expectations  that can  have  deadly
consequences in the lives of church members.

Literally, popular preachers can destroy their
own members with this false gospel! Granted
this may not happen to most of the church
members at any given time, and may require 40
or more years to see the consequences, but
certain for some it will have immediate and
disastrous results, especially among those who
are going fo die no matter what this Gospel
says, who therefore will ignore the need for
current treatment and care. So many are those
who sit at the feet of popular preachers, who
in order to look like a person of faith and one
who believes and practices the Gospel of
Prosperity, will LIVE A LIE! After dll, a



community of church believers must care about
the opinions of fellow church members;
however, if the popular preacher and the
members who have heaped him up believe like
over 61% of the Americans in the Gospel of
Prosperity, then that care for the opinion of
fellow church members and the respected
pastor can have deadly consequences; and
believe me, it does!

4-2: Reports of the Bible, Oracles, and Bad
Reports of Special Revelations.

Surely by now you know that the specific
"Reports”, as in "Who Has Believed our Reports”
from the Prophet Isaiah, and as quoted by Paul
and Jesus in John, were essentially the real
Gospel Message with implications, and how
although sounded and heard throughout the
world, then and now, were not listened to or
heeded by the majority of people, not even of
God's own people. In fact, the primary non-
listening culprits then and now are among the



called of God's people who may or may not
necessarily be among the “chosen” of God's
people. And although the popular mentality
cannot conceive of this Bible concept, in spite
of the world and the world opinion of the
majority, the Gospel Reports with implications
of the Bible are TRUE! They are real and they
are Biblical, from the only Book that God the
Father has written through Christ and the Holy
Spirit in other to communicate fo the world
essential messages.

Perhaps you recall from Jeremiah, that God
became so infuriated with the usage and
mention of “oracle of God" from the official
Prophets, that He said I don't want to hear the
word “oracle” any more, unless it refers to
specially what is in the Bible. Yet today on the
part of popular preachers, we hear so much of
special revelations with words like "God told
me" or "God gave me a word"--messages which
these false prophets like have supplemented or



complemented the Word of God of 66 books,
the most frequently heard of which is about
the Good Life Now, the Gospel of Prosperity
and Health, and a forbidden first seeking of
things. These are also Reports; but false
reports, and not from the Bible. Oh yes, these
heaped up popular and false teachers and
prophets of prosperity will take every now and
then, in their weaker moments, some scripture
out of context, especially out of the total
context and perspective of the total Bible.
This is the main reason we take just a typical
chapter of the Bible, Psalm 37, and look at God's
real perspective from one of God's real reports
to determine if there is really anything at all
real about the Gospel of Prosperity!

4-3: Psalm 37.

You know about the Psalms from David, and
perhaps how often the "Spirit of Christ" spoke
through the psalmist to speak of a future event
or happening, like for example in the very words



the Crucified Christ would later speak on the
cross, "My God, my God why hast thou forsaken
me" of Psalm 42:9, or the “"thou wilt not leave
my soul in Hades" of Psalm 16:8-11 and Acts
2:25-28; and how David, like us today, had a
personal experience which invoked the original
prayer and the answer in the same psalm also
met his need, say for examples as in Psalm 110:1
and Acts 2:34,35, it was not David as the
Apostle Peter explained that Ascended in
heaven, it was Christ. Therefore, it was the
Spirit of Christ on a second and higher level in
these Psalms and as in Psalm 37, a reality of
revelations in the OIld Testament through
Prophets as the Apostle Peter also made clear
to us in one of his little epistles. (II Peter 1:19-
21)

What is true of all the Prophets and the books
from the Prophets is that there is a message
for the Prophet like David, a contemporary
message for the people, and a predictive



message for the future, sometimes for the
future here on earth and sometimes for the
future of the New Earth.

4-4: A Real God-given Report on the Good
Life Now.

1. The first verse of Psalms 37, Psalm 37:1,
begins with David's own encouragement as an
example also for those of us who later would
“fret”, yes the Bible word is to fret just like
Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount not to
fret about things and tomorrow...specifically
not to fret about the prosperity and health of
“the workers of iniquity".

a. Specifically, you are not to “envy” the
workers of iniquity. Like Pastor James said, and
it is amazing how similar in content and message
is the whole Bible, wars and rumors and wars
and so many conflicts in our churches come
from “the spirit in us that lusteth {covets} to
envy.” Further we have not because we ask not,



or because we ask un-righteously in order to
satisfy our own personal lusts for “the things
of the world, the lust {covetousness} of the
flesh, the lust {covetousness} of the eyes, and
the pride of life".

b. These workers of iniquity are just
passing through this life without any eternal
future on the New Earth, between believers
and then there is a great gulf fixed and you will
be able to remember them no more. Like Jesus
taught in the parable about Lazarus and the
rich man, while workers of iniquity like the rich
man without even a cup of water for Lazarus
who begged every day for years at the gate of
his mansion, these workers of iniquity {"he that
knoweth to do good and do it not”, it is sin or
work of iniquity (James 4:17)} have all their
security and comfort and pleasure during this
life, but the non-workers of iniquity, today's
real believers, have only the comfort of



eternity on the New Earth. Of course, which is
better and lasts longer!

2. The real Gospel with implications, whether
in Peter or Psalm 37, is always the same, not
Prosper and Be Healthy as your primary goals,
but rather "Trust in the LORD, and do good.”
(Psalm 37:3) The Apostle Peter in describing
the good and long life, not at all the things of
the GOOD LIFE NOW popularity from Osteen
from the most popular preacher of the Gospel
of Prosperity of these days, and the most
prosperous with millions from his books, quotes
from another Psalm, Psalm 34:12-16.

3. That the reference in Psalm 34:12-16 and I
Peter 3:10-12 is for the present “good life" on
this earth and now, is obvious in the “see good
days"” (3:10). You might call it the good life in
learning to live the wisdom of God like the
"Numbering of Your Days" chapter of
HIDEOUT FOR BAD HABITS. Of course, here



in Psalm 37:2 it is "dwell in the land". As long
as God's people were obedient to the covenant
with God, a covenant that promised either
blessings or curses, they were allowed to dwell
with a real good life in the Promised Land;
however, as they disobeyed and whored after
other false gods, they were punished with
Captivity from the Land, the majority story of
the Old Testament. And will this be repeated
in the New Testament age of “last days" or the
1000 years for the Gentiles. Yes, with a Falling
Away near the end of the last days that is very
similar to the Falling Away of almost all the
people of God in the wilderness, the many who
were called but not chosen, and the disobedient
for over 40 years.

4-5: First Command or Teaching and then
Blessing.

If you are going to get a blessing or blessings
from this Gospel of Prosperity that these
popular Evangelists offer you, what most



generally is the necessary and pre-requisite
command from God that they also present to
you. You know what it is, give money to us and
support to us; and God will bless you, but you
know that is not Bible. Their special revelations
which they falsely claim as from God and
expect you to believe them like they are Word
of God, like in Jeremiah are just personal
dreams and oracles which God has not really
spoken.

1. What is called "seeking first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness” by Jesus in the
Sermon on the Mount, or called the “wisdom of
God" for which we are o pray God to number
our days in Psalm 90:12, is here in Psalm 37:4,
called a matter of so living by habit as to
"delight yourself also in the LORD"; and when
many read that God “shall give you the desires
of your heart” in the second part of the same
verse, they tend to forget or ignore the
prerequisite of the first part, like with so many



of the blessings of God which are preceded by
a commandment of teaching of Jesus and the
Bible.

2. Also with the next verse, Psalm 37:5, there
is a command followed by a promise of blessing:
(1) the promise of blessing is a promise of the
good life with the words of "He shall being it to
past”, of course which you know to be the
wisdom of God for your life, the real good life;
and the previously required command for
obedience is "commit your way to the LORD",
further amplified as the Bible often does with
different words, two ways for saying the same
thing, is "Trust also in Him".

3. Now, the real long-range blessing of the
good life, not prosperity or health necessarily
like in the Gospel of Prosperity, just like in the
"seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness” is RIGHTEOUSNESS: "He shall



bring forth your righteousness as the light, and
your justice as the noonday.” (Psalm 37:6)

a. Don't fret over the prosperity and health
of the workers of iniquity as JUSTICE will
come for you with Righteousness, if not all now,
and more than likely, in the New Earth of
Eternity.

b. Leave your justice, righteousness, and
rightness in the hands of God!

4. Well, this Psalm 37 is just full of ways to say
the same thing about the good and long life; for
here in 37:7, the TRUST and COMMITMENT
and SEEKING is described as "rest in the LORD
and wait patiently for Him."

a. Again “do not fret" (37:7), Psalm 37
continues, because of “him who prospers in his
way”, do not fret and design your life and
Christian testimony and witness around the
Gospel of Prosperity. Is that clear? And can



you not see that in this perspective of Psalm
37?

b. There are a lot of men, popular preachers
and itching ears church members that heap up
these popular preachers as part of a grassroots
movement, who "bring their wicked schemes to
pass”. Yes, they are successful, and God allows
it even among those who claim to be God's own
people. They with their Gospel of Prosperity
and Fitness have their comfort like the rich
man in this life, while often God's real chosen
people like Lazarus may experience some
suffering in this life. Yet the suffering or
chastisement is intended by God to be your
gain, that you may be more righteous and more
like Christ and receive greater rewards on the
New Earth to come.

4-6: Contrasts of Wicked and Those that
Wait Upon God.



1. Cease from anger, forsake wrath, and do not
fret: it only causes harm. Don't damage
yourself, your faith, and your testimony and
walk with Christ by such adverse reactions to
the workers of iniquity and their prosperity
(Psalm 37:8)

2. The ordained fate by God of the two groups:
(1) those that wait upon the LORD, again those
of the wisdom of God and of the real good life
from God; and (2) the “evildoers".

a. Fate of the evildoers: they "shall be cut
of f" with the exact meaning of cut off to be
defined later in this chapter and later in the
Bible, however you see that the definite
implication is from God, from God's people, and
from eternal blessings.

b. Fate of those who wait on God: “they
shall inherit the earth”. (Psalm 37:9)



NOTE: Now at this very point is where the
Psalm slides from the present to eternity,
and from the inheritance of things on this
Old Earth as compared to things on the New
Earth. It is here that so many falsely look
for blessings of God and prosperity here in
this life and on this earth while it is obviously
primary for the life of the New Earth. It
is here that the PREs are deceived with their
desires for a thousand years of peace and
prosperity on this Old Earth before Christ
wraps up this old earth and universe with
complete destruction. It is here that the
fundamentalists and  others  deceive
themselves on a New Jerusalem of this earth
where the Jews are materially blessed, since
the promise here and so many of the
prophetic Scriptures is for the New
Jerusalem of the New Age and New Earth.

Let you doubt this “inherit the earth” is the
new earth, look again at the Beatitudes of



Jesus which are especially for God's own people
that are suffering and will suffer in this life as
compared to the blessings that they will have in
the New Earth.

"Blessed are those considered the poor,
“they shall inherit the {NEW} earth” and
humble {meek} in this life...” (Matthew 5:5)

Another NOTE: Why is that the Bible in
both cases, the beatitudes and Psalm 37:9
above, does not say "NEW EARTH" instead
of inheriting the earth. For two reasons:
(1) there is a minor aspect to the Scriptures
here in that there can be, or not, an
inheritance of something of prosperity {more
of a provision of daily needs which God
promises in the Sermon on the Mount and in
the real Reports of the Bible} here with the
real good and long life on earth; and (2) you
have to keep tuned to the rest of the Psalm



and the Bible for the rest of the story, the
real and eternal story.

Well let's summarize the NOW of the present
life, the real gospel of prosperity and health of
this life, with the blessings of prosperity in the
NEW AGE on the NEW EARTH in a Table of the
Beatitudes.

NOTE AGAIN: It should be obvious that
here in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is
first of all trying to distinguish between the
real children of God and the false, between
real blessings and prosperity now and then,
and between what you can expect as a child
of God now as compared to what you can
expect eternally!

TABLE 1.

What to What to expect on the New Earth of the
Expect New Age?
NOw



1.
Mourning
and
Chastisem
ent.

2. The
average,
humble,
and meek

citizen.

1. Comfort of no pain, no sorrow, no death, and
no eternal judgment, alias long lasting
comfort!

2. Unlike the great and workers of iniquity
these meek shall “inherit the earth”.



3. The
hungry and
thirsting
right now.
{You see
God
expects,
and Jesus
predicts
that there
will be
some
hungry and
some
thirsting,
although
later in
chapter 6
he will
guarantee
for those
who “seek
the first
the
kingdom of
God and

3. "They shall be filled". Here again although
consistent with the rest of the teachings and
thrust of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount,
the emphasis is on eternity, Jesus knows that
shortly in the next chapter He will talk of the
guarantees of daily necessities. And if you
are not getting these, then you and your
community either and or are not praying to
God with righteous fervent prayer or you are
not seeking first what you know you should be
seeking first.



His
righteousn
ess" that
their daily
needs will
be
provided,
no more.

4. The
people of
mercy and
graciousne
ss  right
now, often
thought
weak.

4. These, and none others, will obtain eternal
grace and mercy.



5. The
pure in
heart now.

6. The
real

peacemake
rs of
evangelism

7. Those
persecute
d for the
sake  of
right and
righteousn
ess, for
Christ and
the Word
of God.

5. Only the ones who see God.

6. Shall eternally be called the sons of God,
like Jesus.

7. SURPRISE, they get the “kingdom of
heaven”, the kingdom with the New
Jerusalem lowered down from heaven for
Christian Jesus and Apostles with the
Nations of Gentiles surrounded the City and
to which the river of life flows outward for
healing of the nations.



And T pity you, for you are in trouble with the
Bible, if you cannot see that Jesus presents a
contrast between the dominant thought
patterns of the world, alias the way the
majority in the world think, and the true
perspective of God Himself, alias the way of
Christ, the way of the minority "few chosen”.

3. {Psalm 37 continued with 37:10} A further
description of the fate of wicked, amplification
of the “cut of f* as: (1) shortly to come to pass,
and (2) the "no more" existence of the wicked.

The No More existence of the wicked lacks in
clarity the second death of the wicked and
unbelievers, as presented in the last chapter,
yet you begin to suspect at even this point in
the Bible that is very bad. Even in eternity "you
will look carefully for his place, but it shall be
no more" (Psalm 37:10).

4. Well, well, look what is here in Psalm 37:11
just like in the beatitude of Matthew 5,5, "But



the meek shall inherit the earth...". In fact, if
you look carefully you will find all the
beatitudes in the book of Psalms as they are not
at all new teachings from God like most of the
Sermon on the Mount. And to see that an
"abundance of peace"”, not on this earth but for
the next, is an adequate description of the New
Earth is an understatement!

4-7: 6God Laughs at the Unjust and Patiently
Waits While He Tabulates.

1. Verse 12 of Psalm 37 provides us more
details on the previously introduced "schemes
of the wicked": (1) "the wicked plot against the
just”, and (2) the wicked “"gnashes at him with
his teeth”.

a. This is the first mention in this chapter
of "the just”, previously described as those
"who wait upon the LORD". We know from the
rest of Scripture the just fo be “the just who
live by faith" {Habakkuk 2:4 and Romans 1:17},



those who are justified according to Romans
and Galatians by faith, not works, and of those
in heaven with the church of the firstborn, God
and Christ, "the spirits of the just” (Hebrews
12:23).

b. The gnashing of the wicked at the just
reminds us of those church members who have
the bad habit of despising the good of the bad
habits of church members as recorded in IT
Timothy 3:1-8.

2. The Perspective of God while all this warfare
between the just and the unjust is going on with
this old earth, it is a long range and eternal
perspective, the perspective that dominates
the Bible and permeates through almost all its
pages, books, and chapters: that God LAUGHS
at the unjust. (37:13)

a. You only have a glimmer here of the
famous Day of the LORD and Lord so often
taught in the Bible, Old and New Testament and



by Jesus and the Apostles and Prophets; yet if
you read the Bible in the total context of
expressing the mind and heart of God to
humanity, you can see in this "He sees that his
day is coming” of 37:13 this same inevitable,
near the end of time and this Age, that final
Day of the Lord. You see, but so many of these
unjust of now and Old Testament days will be
gone! VYes, but not beyond the justice and
judgment of God as you know from the previous
chapter about the NEW EARTH and the fate
of those now in Hades.

b. "Why do the heathen rage and the people
of God imagine a vain thing" (Psalm 2:1), David
and the Spirit of Christ will record in another
Psalm. And Paul will later write how “the wisdom
of the world is foolishness with God" (I
Corinthians 3:19). Also, how God takes in many
ways “the wise in their own craftiness”. In the
evolution and progression of this world as the
wise get wiser and the intellectual and scholarly



and scientific get smarter in the things of this
world and universe, God in turn, always one step
ahead of them, gets more crafty and subtle in
the way He catches them in their own wisdom.
I think one obvious way is through their
ignorance of the way He created the universe
from a gigantic body of water with evidences of
that water on all the planets, "the spirit
breathed on the face of the deep” according o
Genesis; also their deception about age of the
earth and universe, most generally based on the
false assumption that the newest rocks are on
the top and so on down in levels until the oldest
rocks, which ignores how the Flood operated to
mix the balance of rock levels, and so on and on.

3. War, turmoil, fighting, and “taking advantage
of the people in the land”, just as prevalent
today with the greed of Oil Companies, stock
holders, and other CEOs of large companies
who destroy even the 401k's of their own
employees, and this so defined 10% of



Americans who spend over 50% of the money,
surely among the rich men who receive all their
comfort in this life and ignore the needs of men
like Lazarus: these have the ultimate goal and
motivation and outcome “to cast down the poor
and needy, to slay those who are of upright
conduct” (37:14).

4. What has been used as weapons or means
against the just people in the land will be used
by God to balance the scales of justice after
the Second Coming of Christ: “their sword shall
enter their own heart, and their bows shall be
broken.”

4-8: Consider some final Bible Reports on
the Prosperity of God's Salvation.

1. Now does this sound like the Gospel of
Prosperity of the Popular Preachers, when it
describes what the righteous man has in this
life of material possessions as “alittle”. (37:16)
Boy, you really have to press Scripture here as



in almost all the Bible in order to describe this
as what we are currently hearing on Prosperity
and the “good life now". "“A little...", "a little",
“a little", did you hear that Joel and Lakewood
Church and the 61% of American church
members who believe in the Gospel of
Prosperity like it was the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ originally delivered to the Apostle
Paul and of which he wrote in Galatians. A
gospel not to be replaced by another gospel of
a different kind, for it could not be a gospel of
the same kind; and a gospel replacement, say
like the so-called Reformed Gospel of the
Mormons, putting works back in as necessary
for salvation, that brings a curse on the listener
and the preacher.

a. What we are dealing with in this verse is;
why is the little prosperity or material gain that
the righteous have better than all the riches of
the wicked?



b. Because the arms or power and wealth of
the wicked will be broken when they die and
suffer the second death in the lake of fire and
brimstone or when Christ comes again. Actually
both, as you saw in the last chapter the
temporary abode of the wicked in Hades is
nothing compared to the lake of fire and
brimstone and punishment into which “death
and Hades" and Satan and the son of perdition
are cast into.

c. 6od upholds the righteous. God's support
and comfort and plans are for the benefit of
the right and righteous, the just men and
women and youth.

2. More Details on the Fate of the Righteous
and of the Wicked. (37:18-20).

a. Since as stated in verse 18, God knows
the “"days" the days of the upright, it is so easy
to pray the prayer, "Teach us to Number our
days to apply our heart to wisdom”; and to



receive an answer to this prayer as it is a prayer
that God likes to hear and honors.

b. While the knowledge of God of your
"upright life" and the ability to have God
personally through the Holy Spirit number your
days according to a tailor-made plan for you,
beyond these two benefits of this abundant
Christian life on earth is the further benefit of
an inheritance that "shall be forever”. (Psalm
37:18b) You can read more about this in
Ephesians, which by the way is also an answer
to prayer, that all Christians might know among
other things, "His riches of inheritance in the
saints".

c. To not be ashamed is sort of another way
in which the Bible states how God honors faith,
like in Romans 10:11, where “he that believeth
in Him shall not be ashamed.”" You will recall
that here in Romans 10 is a little mini-layout on
how to be saved through faith.



(1). You do not see more Jews saved
because “they being ignorant of God's
righteousness and go about to establish their
own righteousness”, Paul writes in Romans 10:3,
"have not submitted to the righteousness of
God."

(2). Many foday, wanting to find
salvation by works or a work, do not get to the
“righteousness by faith” of Bible Reports such
as hear in Romans 10: (2) they seek to reach up
into heaven by different means to bring Christ
down to earth, or (2) to descend down into
Hades to bring Christ back from the dead; (3)
but the Reports of the Apostles, Jesus, and the
Prophets, the Reports of the Bible are the
"word of faith" (10:8). No doubt you can find
that word somewhere lodged near you, “in your
mouth and in your heart”. The word of faith of
true righteousness and true faith preached by
Paul and others sincel



(3). What you need to do, and can do right
now, anytime unless you have passed the point
of no return, or you are among the called but
not chosen of God's people, the ones in the
feasts of the churches without the wedding
garment, as simply: “Confess with your mouth
the Lord Jesus” (10:9); and "Believe in your
heart that God has raised Him from the dead”
(10:9b).

(4). No maybes, doubts, or If's, "YOU
WILL BE SAVED". (Romans 10:9¢)

(5). Why is the mouth involved in salvation,
and the heart involved in salvation?

“"For with the heart one believes unto
righteousness, and with the mouth confession
is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:10)

(6). And then with the universal invitation
of "whoever” comes the guaranteed promise of
Psalm 37 and Romans 10 that:



“For the Scripture says, 'Whoever believes
on Him will not be put to shame™ (Romans
10:11 and Isaiah 28:16)

(7). There is no distinction between Jew
and Greek, between God's called people and
Gentiles.

“For 'whoever calls on the name of the LORD
shall be saved.”” (Romans 10:13 and Joel
2:32)

Chapter 5: The Lie and Greed plus
Seducing spirits and doctrines of
devils from Preachers and Theologians
Led to the Strong Delusions of MTD.

{This chapter comes from Bible Reports for
Believing, the way of Continuing Faith now in
several bookstores, and one of the most
frequent free downloads.}



Lastly and in this closing chapter of REPORTS,
it would be negligent for a preacher of the Bible
not to mention the severe consequences of a
turning away from the truth in this life as well
as the future consequences. Most at some
point have heard the extreme consequences for
the future life, but not for this present life
which are also severe. Even as it takes severe
effort on the part of God's people or
unbelievers fo “turn away from the truth” (II
Timothy 4:4), so these turners become victims
of severe consequences during their life on
earth. It is not easy for unbelievers or for the
“tares” in the church without the proper
wedding garments, to resist the incessant
wooing of the Holy Spirit as He does the job
that the Father and Christ sent Him to planet
earth accomplish, right up until the time of the
Falling Away and the little while as Satan is
released from bondage, and for over two
thousand years since the first day of Pentecost
after the Ascension, He has across the world,



day and night, and persistently convicted the
whole "world of sin, of righteousness, and of
judgment” (John 16:8) But you know, whether
you are a stumbling and falling away brother
who Paul has told in Hebrews 3:12 to "beware
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil
heart of unbelief in departing from the living
God"--and surely we know since that is the very
definition of the Great Apostasy where most
Christians and church members fall away or as
Jesus said "because sin will abound the love of
many will wax cold”; and then you perhaps know
better if you have persisted as an unbeliever in
spite of much exposer to Bible, and as you have
listened to that small inner voice of the Spirit
as He does convict you of sin, of righteousness,
and of judgment, "of sin because you do not
believe, or righteousness because instead of
Christ being seen the Holy Spirit is felt, and of
judgement because even the highest power on
this earth, Satan, is judged by God at the end
of this age.



NOTE: Hopefully you are not among those
of church members who practice the self-
delusion of a rapture sort of like a second
coming, seven years of Falling Away and final
tribulation from which you are absent from
this earth and so on and on with these extra-
biblical words and concepts like millennium.
If you are please read "Prep for 'the End™“
of DEN OF THIEVES and also "Sound
Doctrines of the Second Coming” which you
can do at the web site of Sun6rist_Bible,
www.biblecombibleman.com .

5-1: Consider the Mountain to Climb in
Order to Turn Away from Truth.

First we will consider church members as to
how difficult it must be for them to cultivate
and develop that “evil heart of unbelief in
departing from the living God" that Paul warned
about in Hebrews--for one obvious thing they
have more truth of God, Christ, and Jesus to
tfurn away from than the unbeliever; but
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secondly we will consider the challenge to an
unbeliever to remain in unbelief.

1. The Challenge to church members and
churches to turn away from truth.

Another reason that Christians who are church
members should be considered first is that the
actual phrase of the Bible, "turn away from the
truth” and of II Timothy 4:3,4, is written to
church members. It is much harder for us
Christians of over 50 years to imagine that a
whole church can actual climb this mountain so
high of “departing from the living God"
(Hebrews 3:12) so as to actually turn away from
truth. It is far easier to adjust our mental
tents to the prospect of the first three stages
of development of the Falling Away, most
generally called and recognized as the Great
Apostasy, where church members: (1) become
intolerant of sound doctrine, “they will not

",

endure sound doctrine™; (2) habitually practice



lives and church membership driven more by
their “own personal desires and wants” than
Christ and the Spirit; and (3) heap up this vast
number of Bible preachers and teachers in
pulpits, pastorates, and on TV and in
conferences, as well as in popular books of the
“itching ears types. You know, that we can
imagine; because for one thing we are seeing it
now, on a large scale and in all churches and
denominations. We can also because of what is
on the American religious scene right now,
imagine the fifth and final stage of the Falling
Away easier than the fourth; that, of course, is
where church members “are turned into
fables", for we know some of the fables that
both have been bought by the Mormons and the
Roman Catholics, and the more current fables
of the Gospel of Prosperity and Health, the
rebellion against Bible teachings on marriage
and divorce without any repentance to God, the
massive number of special revelations that
bring two curses of the Bible on the special



revelators, and so on and on. However, our
problem comes to consider what in the world
will it take to move the majority of the whole
church {and this is in the sense of the whole
church here on earth which is not the same, by
far, as the church of the firstborn written in
heaven} away from “the faith once for all
delivered to the saints”" (Jude 3) and
objectively recorded in the Bible as the Word
of God. Every think the church does, and
stands for, is personified in that Christian
Faith and that Book. How did we get away from
it?

2. The Challenge of the unbeliever to remain in
unbelief.

Often and mistakenly we think of unbelief as a
negative matter of such an absence of faith or
belief; but not so, it takes a lot of positive
effort on the part of unbelievers, especially as
they ignore or oppose the wooing of the Holy



Spirit, in order for them to remain in unbelief.
It goes on relentless for years and years; that
is, until they finally after over 40 years pass
the point of no return {pardon the aeronautical
term which is that you can no longer turn back
on vyour journey or flight} called the
"unpardonable sin".

3. In reality, based on the Bible, the
unpardonable sin for unbelievers and church
members is the same: it was taught by Jesus
that all blasphemy would be permitted, like that
the religious leaders of His day , committed as
they denied Him, except against the Holy
Spirit. You can say what you want fo in the
presence of preachers, Christians, his friends,
and even in a church; but what down deep in
your heart and for about 40 years you say to
the Holy Spirit is what God will ultimately hold
you accountable for as far as your eternal
salvation.



4. And let it be emphasized again, as at the
start of this chapter/message, that pass this
point of no return of the unpardonable sin of
unbelief, can mean almost as much
destructiveness in your life, according to
Romans 1, as the eternal loss of your soul! What
happens is described in Romans 1:18-32, almost
too horrible to list; and while there was a time
when it could not be read publicly in churches,
now compared to what is actually happening in
churches and American society, it is mild!

5-2: What Happens to the Unbeliever or
Departed in this Lifetime on Earth?

1. The displeasure of God has always and
persistently been “revealed from heaven”
against: (@) all ungodliness, (b) all
unrighteousness of men, and (c) against all who
“suppress truth in unrighteousness”. (Romans
1:18)



2. What may be known of the truth of God,
God has and is manifesting to them, “for God
{Himself} has shown it to them" through: (a)
the designs and comforts of Creation which
show clearly some of His attributes {even right
here, "they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20)
: and (b) the high ideas, virtues, and characters
held up and previously faught in American
education and society; and (c) the soul or spirit
that God has Created in every man with a mind,
heart, and conscience...

“for when Gentiles, who do not have the law,
by nature do the things in the law; these,
although not have the law, are a law to
themselves, who show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience also
bearing witness, and between themselves
their thoughts accusing or else excusing
them...” (Romans 2:14,15)



However, we must get back to Romans 1 and
what happens with continued rebellion against
God.

3. Even as they knew and have known some
things about God, and since “they did not
glorify Him as God" (Romans 1:21), nor did they
express or continue to express gratitude to
God, three things happened to them during
their lifetime on this earth: (a) their mentality
was adversely affected as they "became futile
in their thoughts”; (b) their emotions were
drastically upset as “their foolish hearts were
darkened”; and (c) their reputations and
characters were ruined in the sight of their
peers as “professing themselves to be wise,
they became fools". {While the temptation is
to stop here to elaborate on how the Bible in
the OT states that “the fool has said in his
heart there is no god” and in the NT how God
takes “"the wise in their own craftiness”, even
to dwell more on Romans 1 and 2, but instead we



will complete this broad outline now in order to
put before you more pressing matters, then in
a later section of this chapter, come back to
some part of Romans 1 and 2.}

What happens with continued unbelief and
"departing from the living God"?

4. As unbelievers, or lack of believers,
become more and more foolish in mind, heart,
and imagination, (a) they make images to take
the place of the God of Truth and the Truth of
God, images like men, birds, animals, and even
“creeping things" (Romans 1:23); (b) God gives
them up to uncleanness and the lusts of their
own hearts so that they dishonor their bodies
between themselves, men with men and women
with women; and (c) God gives them over to a
"debased mind” to swing through the whole
gauntlet of unrighteousness, from sexual
immorality to deceit and unbelief {actually
there is a list of 23 bad habits which goes even



beyond the list of 19 bad habits among church
members of IT Timothy 3:1-9}.

NOTE: We will also need to come back to
this chapter of Romans on what God does in
this life to the unbeliever and departed. You
see it in 1:26 with the “"God gave them up to
vile passions”; you see it in the 1:28 of "God
gave them over to a debased mind”; and
above that in 1:24 where “"God also gave them
up to uncleanness”; just like you will find as
we look next at the “"Strong Delusion” of II
Thessalonians where "God sends strong
delusion” because (1) “they did not receive
the love of the truth” (II Thessalonians
2:10, and (2) so much love of the truth
rejected to prohibit “that they might be
saved”.

5-3: What God does in This Lifetime to
Those Who Turn Away from Truth!



Even as perhaps you noticed from the reading
in IT Timothy 4:3,4 of the five stages of the
Falling Away development--intolerance toward
sound doctrine, driven by wants and personal
desires, the vast heaping up of Bible teachers
with “itching ears”, the “turning away from
truth”, and the “are turned into fables”, is that
the average church member of the Falling Away
turns himself away from truth, God turns him
into fables, just like in some of the details of
the Falling Away as given in IT Thessalonians,
as unbelievers and departed do not receive a
wholesale love of the fruth so they can be
saved, then "God will send them strong
delusion” (II Thessalonians 2:10 and 11). You
just noted also what God did to the minds,
hearts, imaginations, and etfc. of those who
caught themselves in the downward spiral of a
godless life as “"they would not retain God in
their thinking” (Romans 1:28). Can you imagine
that? All these bad things came into the
character and personalities of unbelievers



simple because they would not stop to think
about God; yet, He is our Creator and
Sustainer, our Judge, and "we are the sheep of
His pasture”, He is the potter and we are the
clay: and certainly He is entitled--God be LORD
forever and glorified, as He will be, world
without end, Amen, Amen, and Amenl!

While we still must answer more adequately
how the church of churches can actually “turn
away from the truth” as it is in God, Christ, and
the Bible, having only introduced the subject
and having briefly looked at some of the bad
things that happen in the life that does turn
away from truth, we will continue to consider all
these Scriptures on what God Himself does to
those who fturn away fruth.

1. When the church and church members turn
away from truth, according to II Timothy
4:3,4, they "will be turned aside to fables”. It
might at first seem to be the automatic result



of a turning away from tfruth, and that is
possible, but in light of how we must consider
the similarity of the content of II Timothy
4:3,4 with that of IT Thessalonians on “strong
delusion”, then we must put the weight of the
interpretation of Scriptures also with God
turns them into fables even as He in II
Thessalonians  3:11  “sends them strong
delusion”. Of course we know from the context
of IT Thessalonians that this strong delusion
happens after: (1) the Holy Spirit is withdrawn
from earth; (2) this withdrawal of the Spirit
releases Satan for “a little while" (Revelation
20:3) from the bondage and restrictions that
he has been in since the Spirit came to earth on
the first day of Pentecost since the Ascension;
(3) after the church of Christians are well into
the Falling Away; and (4) after the son of
perdition becomes apparent and visual to the
church.



It is easy to see how the Mormons with their
four non-Christian Bibles were influenced by a
fallen angel and Satan to turn into the fables of
those Bibles in response to the curse on (1) all
that add to or take away from the book of
Revelation and the Bible, plus the curse on (2)
those who preach another Gospel, say like their
"Reformed Gospel” of good works for salvation;
and further to see the Roman Catholics long ago
and about mid-history {"the latter times of I
Timothy 4:3,4}, allowed themselves to so turn
away from fruth of Scripture and Christ as
they became subject to “seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils", not only putting man's
authority above the Word of God, and taking
forgiveness of sins and granting of salvation
away from God and Christ in favor of their own
priests, but also those fables of I Timothy
mentioned as “forbidding to marry, and
commanding to abstain from meats that are
good for the body". However, how can the
denominations and preachers and teachers and



church members that we have known so long and
grown up with turn away from truth to the
extent that they turn into fables?

2. The obvious answer has to be, and based on
Scripture, that when they actually do it, and
like the religious leaders of the Jews during
the life of Christ, that when they come to the
point of doing it, they do not even know that it
is happening to them. {Of course, as is the point
of this emphasis, God does it, that is the
turning into fables, when it sees in any life no
longer a hope for the recognition of the truth.}
They are blind and they are blind to the fact
that they are blind; they have eyes and they
cannot see; they have ears, and they cannot
hear. They stumble over the stumbling block of
the truth.

3. We dare not progress too far on without a
brief mention of "THE LIE" of II Thessalonians
2:11--"And for this reason God will send them



strong delusion, that they should believe the
lie"--with its similarity to "THE LIE" of Romans
1:25--"who exchanged the truth of God for the
lie".

(1). You can easily see in Romans 1:25 that
“the lie" is the very personification of
falsehood, half-truths, and lies since the
context is that the lies are substituted for “the
truth of God".

"who exchanged the truth of God {you see
how these unbelievers and departees made an
exchange like they would with money,
changing from truth to lies} for the lie, and
worshipped and served the creature rather
than the Creator, who is blessed forever.
Amen.” (Romans 1:25)

NOTE: How easy it is for church members
to adopt such bad habits as to worship and
serve human creatures more than God, even
as it is easy to practice the other bad habits



of IT Timothy 3:1-8 such as “lovers of self”,
“lovers of money”, and “lovers of pleasure
more than lovers of God”.; and are you start
to see a pattern in God's Word for “the love
of the truth” which also can easily be
replaced by love of these other persons and
things, even as truth can be replaced with
THE LIE.

(2). In the context of “"THE LIE" of II
Thessalonians 2:10-12, you can also identify the
lie as the opposite of "the love of the truth”
about salvation through faith and through
Christ; and with the specifics of the lie
identified in the same context as: (a)
unrighteous deception; (b) those who perish as
far as eternal life by believing; (c) those who
refuse the love of truth; (d) those who believe
what will not save, and even here you see what
effort and positive exertions it takes to refuse
belief; (e) they believe the lie so that it has
doctrines, even if perhaps sometimes those



doctrines of devils that God through Paul wrote
about in I Timothy. (f) the nature of the lie and
the beliefs of the lie, alias falsehood, is such as
o bring condemnation now and eternally on the
unbeliever {John 3:17 where the lack of belief
makes them "condemned already, because they
have not believed in the name of Christ"}; (g)
"they do not believe the truth”; and (h) “they
have pleasure in unrighteousness”.

NOTE: Do you find habitual pleasure in
“unrighteousness”?

5-4: Love of Truth in the Abstract Can Wipe
Out Real Truth in the Concrete.

Just imagine, you that have always loved fruth
in science and education and learning; and to
think that the commitment of your life can be
such that you actually “turn away from truth”
and are turned into fables. They betray all that
you have ever believed and practiced on truth,
honesty, intellectual honesty, and science, and



education. And it would be very wise to add
here the insight of “absolute truth" and
“relative truth” that Dr. R. A. Millikan, the
Nobel prize winning physicist for his proof of a
discrete particle known as the electron, gave o
us in his lectures and book "Evolution in Science
and Religion”. Some of the prime points of this
book.

1. There is an evolution in science as well as in
religion.

2. Men of science are human also, and science
is not as objective as many thinks. It evolves
like other disciples such as religion with a
combination of the knowledge of absolute truth
and relative truth. In both disciplines, pride
and other human frailties play as much a part
as “intellectual honesty”. {While this is this
author's addition to some of the thoughts of
Millikan, based on this concept from the
Christian  Philosopher of Religion Elton



Trueblood, you do see the germ of these
thoughts in Millikan, and certainly the
stimulus.}

3. Like Millikan pointed out near the end of the
twentieth century all the physicists {physics, of
course, is the ultimate in science that all others
try to emulate such as the social scientists}
were claiming that all the important discoveries
had already been made, and all that would
remain in the future for next generations to do
would be to improve the accuracy of the
previous measurements. Of course, after
these audacious statements, and haughtiness
of pride, from such physicists came the many
new discoveries such as:  X-rays, natural
radiation, quantum physics and the Heisenberg
uncertainty principle, the modified Bohr theory
of the Atom, and nuclear and modern physics.

5-5: "We don't have to win, only Fight”
During the Falling Away.



Although it galls us as Americans and American
Christians since we are so compeftitive and like
to always win, this fight against the Final
Stages of the Falling Away---stage (4) and (5)
is inevitably one battle that we are going to
lose. We can put up a good fight, and according
to the Bible we must put up a good fight; and
granted that our victory will come after the
Falling Away and Final Tribulation with the
Second Coming of Christ, we must get through
as gracefully as possible that "little while” of
strong delusion after Satan is released, with
the final tribulation of the heavens and the
earth crumbling around us, just before the
blessings of the new heavens and new earth.
However, as emphasized in the
chapter/message of "Prep for ‘the End" of DEN
OF THIEVES, while much of the teachings of
Jesus of Matthew 24 and Luke 21 are on the
signs of the Falling Away and Final Tribulation,
the prime message of Christ is for Christians



to get ready to go through the Falling Away and
the Final Tribulation.

1. Why do you think you read so often in the
Bible, "Fight the good fight of faith"?

Paul seemed resigned in the concluding chapter
4 of II Timothy that the fight against
falsehood as a body of truth was going to be
lost, at least that one gigantic long battle was
going to be lost before the final warfare was
going to be won with the Second Coming of
Christ. Just before in 4:1 and 2, and before
announcing that the battle against false truth
would be lost as the Falling Away went through
the five stages of development, presents two
more positive aspects of this end time of
history: (1) God will have the final say and last
words of the history of this world with His
judgment--"who will judge the living and the
dead at His appearing” (4:1), (2) with His
Second Coming immediately after falsehood



wins with the majority of world residents over
truth, and (3) with the full realization of His
kingdom on earth as the new heaven and new
earth are ushered in and populated by the new
people that God has been calling out from
among the world for many generations.

You can tell by the way Paul urges young
Timothy to "preach the word", and therefore to
all preachers of the Word and all Christians of
all time since this also is part of the Scripture
of the Word of God, that there will come that
time in history when all on earth, even God's
people, will listen to and heed less and less the
truth of the Bible. You read into the
admonition an urgency of the shortness of time
and history as God through Paul writes, "Be
ready in season and out of season”, and
continues with the specifics of methology in
preaching, testimony, and witnessing and of
church administration, “Convince, rebuke,
exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching” (IT



Timothy 4:2). And then pop, the guarantee
comes of the inevitability of the Falling Away in
the church, that of the great apostasy, as it
goes into the first stage of historical
development with "For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine” {You see,
the implication is that is it almost all over, at
least among the majority of God's people, for a
reception of the truth in preaching and
correction.}; and ending with "and they will turn
their ears away from the truth, and be turned
aside to fables." (4:4)

There is sadness in the heart and life of Paul
who has started all these Christian churches
among whom young Timothy must preach and
teach in spite of their hardening hearts toward
truth and the competition against these itching
ears Bible teachers; there is some measure of
sadness as Paul knows that shortly he will as a
martyr in Rome be leaving some many dear
Christian friends among the minority such as



young Timothy and others--"the fime of my
departure is at hand” (4:6). However Paul would
encourage Timothy and others engaged in the
present fight against the body of falsehood
beliefs in that: (1) in that the "good fight" (4:7)
has been fought; (2) in that the race God has
set out for the few has been successfully run
against all odds; (3) in that “the faith once for
all delivered to the saints” of Jude 3 has been
retained--"kept"--to the end of life on this
earth; (4) in that the full “crown of
righteousness” awaits Paul and others with the
body resurrection at the Second Coming of
Christ; (5) in that Christ Himself, “the
righteous Judge" will give to Paul and all others
on that same one "Day” of His Second
"appearing”.

2. You don't read victory, but only battle, in the
famous Christian armor passage of Ephesians
6:10-20: (1) it is to be "strong” without any
assurance of a win for that strength; and (2) it



is to "wrestle” against “principalities” {this is
the famous "the lie" or the body of beliefs of
falsehood}, against powers which are much
bigger than us {those of the world and of Satan,
although elsewhere in the Word we are
guaranteed that “greater is He that is in us
than he that is in the world"}, against “the
rulers of the darkness of this world” {here you
have your falsehood and wickedness from both
those that control the world of human flesh and
the ruling of Satan, who is after all the "prince
and ruler of this world”, and his many powerful
and fallen angels with him}, and against
“spiritual wickedness in high places” {certainly
this is Satan and his followers, once angels of
light and of service to God, but still with much
power to maim and destroy and influence
toward falsehood, even more so as for “the
little while” near the end of the Falling Away
they are loosed from the bondage and
restrictions of the work of the Holy Spirit here
on earth.



3. Of course, the victory over sin and death,
over Satan and falsehood, is also mentioned
often, and does come, like Paul says after
either death or the Second Coming of Christ,
whichever comes first for the very few that
are Christians. It has never been a secret, as
Jesus taught often and hard, that while the
majority of the “"many” of the world would go
the way of falsehood to destruction that only a
minority of a “few" would go the narrow way of
truth that leads to everlasting life; nor has it
been a secret that thousands and millions of
tares have been allowed to remain in the church
body on earth, of course not written in the only
church roll that really counts in heaven, until
separation at the Second Coming from the few
kernels of wheat left in the church on earth;
nor has it been a secret that of the many of
church members during the Falling Away most
will, also according to Jesus in Matthew 24,
"wax cold" to truth, Christ, God, and the Bible
as "sin abound”, this of course is also the rising



tide of the mystery of sin and lawlessness of IT
Thessalonians as Satan is released, and as the
son of perdition makes his appearances and for
a short time establishes some control over
history and the world.

(1). "This is the victory that overcomes the
world, even our faith.”

(2). "Thanks be to God who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ".

(3). "Death is swallowed up in victory. Oh
death where is your sting, of grave where is
your victory.”

5-5: What Will Get Church Members Over
that Hump as they turn away?

We still must account for sufficient motivation
to get the majority of church members over
the hump as they make this drastic move to
“turn away from truth”, the fourth and next to



the last stage of development in the Falling
Away.

1. The Falling Away is called the Great
Apostasy because it happens to the majority of
church members and churches.

2. When Jesus taught in Matthew 24:12 that
"because sin will abound” during the Falling
Away--obvious the same rising tide of
lawlessness and sin that is a mystery in II
Thessalonians and of the Falling Away--"the
love of many will wax cold”, and since this love
had to exist among Christians before it could
fall away, and since Jesus says it will happen
among the "MANY", then MOST CHRISTIANS
OR CHURCH MEMBERS WILL FALL AWAY, OR
TO USE THE WORDS OF PAUL IN HEBREWS,
"DEPART FROM THE LIVING 6OD" BECAUSE
OF AN EVIL HEART OF UNBELIEF, DURING
THE GREAT APOSTASY OF THE FALLING
AWAY.



3. How can this happen to Our Church?

(1). As you keep up the intolerance toward
sound doctrine of the Falling Away, the first
stage of the Falling Away from II Timothy
4:34.

(2). As you continue to fail on an exercise
of the self-discipline under the headship and
control of Christ in your church life, granted
the most democratic and respected institution
of the vote, with a priority for your own wants
and desires like in the second stage of the
Falling Away of IT Timothy 4:3,4.

(3). All you have to do is just keep heaping
up in many ways and through many channels
those "itching ears” Bible teachers with their
special, new, and novel special revelations and
unsound doctrine perspectives and teachings.

(4). The final move before God takes over
and turns you and your church into “strong



delusion” or into fables, is as you and your
church move away from the fruth as it is in the
Bible, Christ, and God; and since you have
previously made it through the first three
hurdles successfully, or wrongfully, then you at
this point will, no doubt, not even recognize that
you are turning away from truth. What those
itching ears Bible feachers and preachers,
false prophets if you would, have been telling
you for years and in books, comes to make a lot
more sense than the truth of the Bible, to you!

5-6: The Body of Beliefs called "The LIE" of
Falsehood.

Even as there is in the world and in control of
this world system a progenitor of evil and
falsehood, always at work and relentless in his
efforts at the destruction of truth and good,
this one taught in the Bible as Satan and once
an angel of light, even so is there a false body
of beliefs, say call it false truth, that wars
against truth as strongly, in fact more strongly



in numbers as it will win out over the majority
of people, that counters and opposes all truth,
all of the spiritual realities of Christ, God, and
the Bible, as well as the “faith once for all
delivered to the saints”.

We might compare that body of falsehood, THE
LIE, to the truth of the Christian faith, the
“faith once for all delivered to the saints”
(Jude 3) by talking about a “false faith once for
all delivered to the world through Satan and his
angels”. Don't forget it worked on the Roman
Catholics about mid-history as they became
victims of “seducing spirits and doctrines of
devils”; don't forget it worked on the Mormons
as one of those fallen angels, Maroni that now
sits on top of the Temple at Mormon Square,
delivered to Joseph Smith Bibles that compete
for truth against the Christian Bible; and
primarily do not forget that this false faith
once from all delivered to the world has worked
throughout history among the majority of the



world and during the Falling Away among the
majority in the church body here on earth.

1. God's intention as revealed often in His Word
has been to selectively chose from each
generation of history a very small number that
would finally complete the exact number of
"the elect” that He needs in order +to
repopulate this new earth after the
destruction of the old earth and heavens.

2. God's Word assures that all these few from
each generation of history will be selective to
the extent that no longer on the new earth will
there be any little bit of unrighteousness.

"But there shall be no means enter it
anything that defiles, or causes an
abomination or a lie, but only those who are
written in the Lamb's Book of Life."”
(Revelation 21:27)



NOTE: This speaks of the assured ultimate
victoryl The victory of the body of faith and
truth over unbelief and falsehood: the
victory of God's Christ over Satan: the
victory of everlasting life over death and sin
and pain and suffering.

As all called, saved, and chosen elect of God
from all generations of the history of this
earth, and from all the nations of the Gentiles,
are populated by God on the new earth, and
surrounding the New Jerusalem lowered down
from heaven {Revelation 21} with the throne of
God, Jesus, and the leadership of the saved
Jews, then all this new people of God will dwell,
serve, and work forever near the very presence
of God and Christ themselves. And that is more
of the ULTIMATE VICTORY which requires
faith on the part of Christians to believe now
but will be easy for all of them as they see what
is around them, and they are there with all the
real Christian friends and relatives of all times



in historyl With an Amen to this, we write:
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it
entered into the heart of man, the things that
God has prepared for them that love Him."

And the desire and goal of this REPORT TO
AND FOR BELIEVING has to been to invite
you relatives of my family to a reunion time
and place there, also to my extended family
of friends to whom this book has been
addressed. Won't it be grand!

3. Evenas Jesus clearly identified "the end” of
this world age before the new heavens and the
new earth as happening immediately after the
Gospel is preached to every nation (Matthew
24:14), so also He through the Apostle Peter
writing in IT Peter 3:12 established that the
church of the Falling Away, and those
Christians long before in the history of
Christianity, that is at least of the kingdom of
Christ on earth, would have a part in the time



of that Second Coming of Christ, “hastening
the day of the LORD and Lord".

5-7: Non-Religious Dimensions of Personality
without God retention.

Remember, according to God's Word in Romans
1--and Who knows His Creatures better than
the Creator as we are created by God and in
"the image of God", which above all has to
include character and personality, generally of
course, the Bible words to describe character
and personality are “heart”, “soul”, "spirit”, and
"mind"; but back to God's Word according to
Romans, the disintegration and destruction of
personality in this life starts with the simple
negligence of the Creature for the Creator,
"since they would not retain God in their
thinking”, God gave them up fo. Right then and
there before over 40 years of neglect to think
about God, and by the way worship God "in spirit
and in truth”, all those bad things mentioned in
Romans 1 and 2 begin to happen to the



unbeliever, and also the believer who “"departs
from the living God" in his heart and thoughts.

Of course, what is being presented here for
non-religious dimensions of personality is based
on, and an opposite takeoff, on Wayne Oates
famous book THE RELIGIOUS DIMENSIONS
OF PERSONALITY. This former professor of
religious psychology at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary presents, as many of you
pastors and religious educators know, presents
in good detail and with examples how from
psychology and Bible man being made in the
image of God and with a natural created
affinity for God, has inherently certain
"dimensions” of religious personality. {Perhaps
you are reminded of the conscience mentioned
in Romans 2 that “accuse and excuse" as part of
man's religious dimensions of personality, this
conscience working on both the individual level
as part of the “spirit” of man and further at the
“community” level--by the way “community” is



one of the listed religious dimensions of
personality as man has certain group
tendencies, also ordained by God. VYou can
easily see that at the community level of
conscience, it becomes the American
Conscience that becomes, in the words of
Romans, “"a law unto itself, accusing and
excusing one another” of the local community,
state and national community, and world
community. {We are definitely described in
personality by our communities at all level, alias
what state were you born in, were you raised in
the city or country, or both, and what country
where you fortunate to be raised in, and the
extent of your patriotism, and how much world
awareness and experience do you }

Other religious dimensions of personality listed
by this former teacher, scholar and Christian
psychologist {the kind of psychologist that we
should be paying far more attention to than to
the behaviorism of B. F. Skinner and the



pragmatists like William James--which by the
way along with the Gospel of Wealth and
Success movement in  American Thought
History has been bought “hook, line, and sinker”
by Americans and American Character, are:
purpose, meaning, and, integration.

And these very dimensions tend to disappear
and disintegration, the dimensions become
more lacks dimensions, through many years of
persistent unbelief. For example according to
Romans 1 and 2 the purpose as listed in the
Bible in Ephesians 1:10, where God brings
together in Christ all things as one {this is also
ultimate integration}, is lost; and in spite of
recent efforts by Rich Warren in “purpose
driven” lives and purpose driven churches to
substitute as a religious dimension of
personality what God has ordained for
"purpose”--in other words you should keep Holy
Spirit and Christ in the place of purpose
yielding based on the Bible, especially



Ephesians, the Holy Spirit and/or Christ driven
life and church. While it may seem paradoxical
that among church members, such substitutes
as of fered by a fundamentalists pastor, of the
best-selling book category, can assist in the
disintegration of purpose as ordained by God as
a religious dimension of personality; it is only
typical of all the substitutes that Christians
and church members come up when to replace
God's ordained religious dimensions of
personality when they both (1) refuse to think
about God, and (2) substitute artificially,
superficies, and secondaries for thought and
worship of God. {The consistent teachings of
the Bible are that we are made for God, that is
part of our image, and as human beings there is
something missing in our personalities and
characters when God is not thought about,
worship, and given the due place in our life
style.}



Also, personality through the years of no
thoughts about God, no prayer, and no
allegiance to God, begin to lose “integration”
and "meaning”. Crudely stated, there is no real
meaning to life apart from God, Christ, and the
Bible; and to life when it is short-termed. Why
work and plan and think when you know “you
cannot take it with you“, even on your
personality and character development. True,
you can keep a certain reputation in your
communities; but even that you cannot take
with you as they will disappear into eternity
also.

Likewise, with integration. How can you
possible integrate meaning with life style unless
God is retained in thinking and life style.
According to Romans the less you think about
God, and worship God to give Him his due, the
more dis-integrated, the opposite of
integrated, does your life become. Even as we
all recognize a social evolution in world history,



in American history, in our society and world, so
we recoghize by reading Romans 1 and 2 a sort
of social de-evolution downward, as instead of
progressing to better persons and a better
society, without God in the thought processes,
the spiral is downward into an abyss in this very
life of darkened thoughts, passions, thoughts,
and morality in life.

5-8: Greed in America has Disintegrated the
American Economy.

Yes, even as a lack of faith in God can
disintegrate the individual personality, so the
believing of the lie at the national level, with
the "greed and wickedness" that comes with it,
can disintegrate the National collective
personality or character. Some in American
Studies have even described the life style of
Americans as the American Character. And
surely, if you have never recognized the
problems with greed in American Society, you
are seeing it now. Almost all, except Bush who



chose to call mistakes the failures of Banks and
other financial institutions, refer to a
combination of "greed and incompetence” as the
reason for this current financial crisis in the
country, and in the world. Politicians and
commentators have suddenly in this last year
began to sound more like preachers and the
religious as they mention so often “greed” as
the real cause of the current financial crisis
and hardships; and while it would be difficult to
prove from the Bible that the present lack of
blessings from God on our nation, one which is
called a curse in the Bible, is like all the other
calamities that have come on this nation since
9/11, you know even as Benjamin Franklin said
at the Continental Convention that formed this
nation, "A nation cannot rise fo greatness
without His blessing”--just like a sparrow
cannot fall to the ground without His notice--
so the opposite is true, when calamites like all
the fires, floods, hurricanes, 9/11, and eftc.
come on a country it is a certain sign that God



has removed the umbrella of His blessings from
this country. Did God send this economic
collapse as a punishment to this nation for a
lack of righteousness and effectual fervent
prayer of the churches? Once again, that is
hard to prove from the Bible; however, it is
quite easy to support from the Bible the
individual and collective to a Nation bad effects
and disintegration where “greed and
wickedness” have come to dominate the nation
as we find in America today.

1. Proverbs 1:19 speaks of how anyone and
“everyone who is greedy of gain” loses his own
individual life. It is also a group and social
action like in a nation as the conclusion of this
“taking away of the life of the owner"” of greed,
starts in 1:10 with an enticement and invitation
from a larger group to the son of the writer,
"Come with us" (1:11) to “lurk secretly for the
innocent without cause”; and certainly what has
happened now on Wall Street and in Banks and



big business is the result of bad decisions and
greed for many of the past years--it has been
done for the most part in secret--and certainly
it has been against many “innocent” Americans
and "without cause” in that the motivation was
not really so much to destroy innocent
Americans, that was only the end result. And
how can you fail to recognize in 1:13 the
motivation of financial and government leaders
for material possessions when you read, "We
shall find all kinds of precious possessions”, a
collective invitation from Wall Street and big
business to get, get, get to the extent of greed.
Covetousness is the wickedness, and when
covetousness has been given full reign in a
nation like now, it is characterizable in the Bible
as "greed”. And then is top to bottom greed in
America, or vice versa whether you are talking
about the greed of the home buyer who
purchased more than they needed and could
handle with their budget, or the realtor in the
middle, or the banker and insurer at the top, or



the CEO who profited so much gain while
knowing that both his company and the economy
was going down the drain.

"So are the ways of everyone who is greedy for
gain. It takes away the life of its owners."
(Proverbs 1:19)

2. In the sight of God the number one leaders
in a nation are the pastors and deacons of a
church, and the Bible cautions both of these
groups of leaders not to be "greedy for money".
{I Timothy 3:3,8) Along with such high
standards from God of a righteousness
described by "blameless”, the husband of one
wife, "sober minded”, and “of good behavior”,
there is this admonition individually and
collectively in the church not to be greedy for
money.

3. Even as Jesus said "It is more blessed to
give than to receive” (Acts 20:35); and that in
the context of all the teachings of Jesus, the



blessings or curses from God come more in the
long range of eternity after judgment, also you
can see the adverse effects on any leader or
other person in this life as it becomes apparent
to them of the end results of all their actions
and greed. Even if you have not cultivated an
adverse attitude toward the Gospel of Wealth
and the corollary of success, a major thought
pattern in American Thought and one fruly
dominate today in the disintegrated economy,
you must see that the life style of Americans
that finally lead to this collapse has been
“receive, receive, receive” instead of “give,
give, give"--receive big homes of extreme
comfort and pride, receive large and larger
salaries and profits and gains, receive more
material possessions and recognition, and
receive more and more millions without
restraint until it goes into billions. There is only
so much pie available; and so many get more and
more of the American pie, it does not get to all.
Those 10% of Wall Street that control 50% of



the American wealth, those you might say of
more than $250,000 a year, have both taken
advantage of the 90% of Americans, the people
in the land, and have almost, if not literally, to
use the words and concepts of Proverbs 1 taken
the blood of innocent people. These gains of
the 10% have been at the expense of the blood
and sweat of most poorer Americans.

4. Tt was this very destruction of the inward
character and personality of the religious
leaders of His own time that Jesus spoke of in
Luke 11:29, when He taught that they were so
concerned with the outward personality
characteristics of the washing of hands, cups,
and dishes while their religious characters
inside, “the inward part” (11:39) “is full of greed
and wickedness”. That God that made the
outside personality also made the inside
character, Jesus taught. (11:40) And further
that if you concentrate on giving what you have,
little or much, rather than receiving more, you



whole personalities and characters are cleaned
up. {You might call this behavior and character
of cleaning up, or cleaning up your act, as
integration.} The real fault of these leaders,
even as government and business leaders today,
was that in favor of an appearance of cleanness
and neatness in their lives {morality and ethics},
they have passed right by in their life "justice
and the love of God" (11:42). True, Jesus said,
you should continue in ethics; but while you are
doing that, do not leave out this important
aspect of JUSTICE and LOVE OF GOD. You
want, want, want the “best seats” and the
respect and "greetings” in the marketplace of
Wall Street; but Jesus for God expresses
"woes", or curses, on them because of this
greed of behavior that goes with this
wickedness (11:42,43), and it is a present, not
wait for eternity curse, in that they have
become inside "like graves which are not seen,
and the men who walk over them are not aware
of them” (11:44). The lawyers {also CEOs,



government officials, and Bankers}, Jesus also
criticized (11:45,46), because they "load men
with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves
do not fouch the murders with one of your
fingers".

5. Paul, and God through Paul, criticized church
members in Ephesians 4:19 for the destruction
of their own personalities by being like other
Gentiles of the world around them, “who, being
past feeling, have given themselves over to
lewdness, to work all uncleanness with
greediness.” And in this whole passage of
Ephesians 4:17-19, before the outstanding
admonition to properly Learn Christ, you see
how ordinary Gentiles of the world, apart from
Christ, over a period of their life, say 40 years,
practice a disintegration of life here on earth,
way before eternity: (1) they walk or live a life
style of “the futility of their mind" (4:17); (2)
since they are "alienated from the life of God",
then inevitable according to God and Paul,



“their understanding darkened”; (3) ignoring
the things and thoughts of God and the Bible,
they are called “ignorant” {by the way very
close to strong delusion}; (4) they become
“blind of heart”, certainly strong delusion; (5)
past feeling for God and others, you might call
it indifference; and (6) have given themselves
over to “lewdness”. {Lewdness as used in the
Bible, especially in Jude 4, Acts 18:14, and
throughout the Old Testament, especially in
Ezekiel 16:27, literally means “evil, wicked,
wicked thoughts, and wicked devices". It is
easy to conclude that we in America have
witnessed a lot of this lewdness of behavior
from inward hearts dedicated to greed in our
destroyed economy. None, except the 90% of
the people, were victims of inevitable
circumstances; but the recipients of the
mistakes and greed on economic leaders.}

5-9: Strong Delusion from American leaders
about the Economy.



Can we compare the strong delusion from God
of the final stages of the Falling Away to the
recent delusions cast on Americans by our
American leaders in government, business, and
even in schools and colleges? You know that
many of them before the final drop of the ball
on the economy knew that this was coming; and
while you can easily see how financial leaders
such as in Fidelity and AIG can hardly expect
investments without confidence, and that they
would cover up, this same cannot be said of all
these leaders of the economy. Remember how
such a leader as President Bush was
encouraging Americans to make 401K's, perhaps
the greatest victim of this economic crisis,
their primary source of retirement, and in the
place of Social Security. This has been
disastrous for thousands, even millions of
Americans. Recently a former teacher of
finance in a University said two things about
this strong delusion: (1) he felt bad about
encouraging his students quite a few years ago



to get into these failed financial institutions
like ATG and many others “bailed out” by the
American public through their agents of
government; and (2) wait until the new reports
come out on the 401k's for tfeacher
retirements, and there will be more shock.
{There is so much government waste even in
our programs to feed and help people in the
incompetence of civil service and the
indifference with which they administer
these programs. Civil Service was a good
system when Roosevelt first developed it, but
now it is in need of a major overhaul as (1)
after one year, they can hardly be fired, or
ever are; (2) they find their prime job is to
lay low in the stealth mode and protect their
own rear ends, CYT: and (3) like Canadice
Rice, a product of the Washington Civil
Service System, who Donald Trump said,
“Bless her heart, she waves her hands and
smiles, and that is about all she does”, they
know how to simply hold a position, scrap the



gravy off the top of the American economy
for themselves like "scum”, and lay low while
making little or no real contributions to
America and the American people. In their
minds and their thoughts, much like the Red
Cross and other social institutions, they
conceive of themselves as more supervisors
and administrators than of servants for the
American people!}

1. While this strong delusion may not be by way
of Osama Bin Ladin and Satan, part of the
strong delusion of IT Thessalonians and that of
the final stages of the Falling Away, it has the
same effects on the American people and the
world of that strong delusion. And perhaps in
even more ways, as far as what the American
people feel and hurt, you do get the attention
of the American people when you start hurting
both their pocketbook and their standard of
living, especially when it leads to hopelessness
as has happened to many average Americans



lately of the wage-earning type. What is being
said, is that the results are the same, whether
the strong delusion has come from God, from
Satan, or from leaders in government, finance,
and education!

2. We know the source of "greed” and
“avarice"”, whether in education, commerce, and
government as: (1) the human spirit within us
that lusteth to envy; and (2) the motivation
from Satan. It is bad enough that these
American leaders of the economy have by their
greed and incompetence, and in the words of
Proverbs 1, run swiftly in the destruction of
their own lives and careers; but add to that by
their cover-ups, if not their intents, they have
lead millions of Americans into economic chaos.

3. To the list of leaders in science and religion,
and from Millikan in "Evolution in Science and
Religion”, we must add leaders in education and
government and business who also thought they



knew everything about the economy like science
thought they knew everything about physics at
the tfurn of the century. How no new
developments would come after the 1900's, only
improvements in the measurements already
made in classical physics?

4. We might easily compare such haughtiness
in financial leaders, a certain know-it-all-
attitude that promoted deception and cover-
up, sometimes even as CEOs were bailing out of
their own companies stock to leave the
employees hold the bag in their 401k's, to that
of physicists at the beginning of the twentieth
century. A haughtiness then which had its
bubble busted by modern physics, a
haughtiness now which has its bubble busted by
the realities of the American economy on Main
Street and on Wall Streef.

B. In all of the calamities that have come on
the US since 911 in the floods, hurricanes,



fires, earthquakes, etc., none have so
devastated and affected the American people
right where they live, and worship as has this
financial crisis. While floods and hurricanes
have been limited to certain areas as have also
fires and earthquakes and droughts, the
economic collapse has gone into every home.
And if it has not been felt now, it will be felt
in the future tax increases that will be
required. It will also be felt for our children
and grandchildren as they seek to pay how the
huge budget deficit required to bail out all
these financial institutions which before only
wanted our money.

6. Have you noticed beside the doling out of
money to the well-to-do with incomes of over
250,000 a year {and by the way this includes
the Congress and administration}, the solution
of these economic leaders is to: (1) entice the
American people to spend more money; and (2)
entice the American people to borrow more



money. This will shift the American pot of
money from the people to them. While this
effort to get the little piece of pie that is left
to 90% of the American people, the effect in
turn is to make the piece of pie which those
that 10% of the American people have. While
some Republicans recently complained, and the
people know better, that Obama was going to
re-distribute the wealth of America from a few
to the many, what is really happening with these
recent efforts to entice the American public,
especially to spend during the Holidays, is to
bring the bigger piece of pie back to the 10%
of Americans that control and spend over 50%
of the money.

7. The strong delusion on the economy
certainly had the same ultimate source as the
strong delusion of the Falling Away: (1) a
turning of ears away from truth, in the case of
the economy on the realities of the World and
American stable economic system, alias what is



sensible and even moderate, or none greedy;
and (2) the being turned into fables, in the case
of the economy the fable that all, leaders and
people, could practice wholesale greed and
incompetence without destruction effects on
America and the world. Of course, part of the
fables that America has been turned into is: (1)
that we can keep spending without any day of
accountability for the country; (2) we can
borrow indefinitely and without limit as much
from foreign countries as we want; and (3) that
the money can simply be printed that we need
without any future effect on the dollar in the
world.  When such idealistic and reckless
behavior is allowed to take the place of good old
common sense, we as a nation have certainly
turned into fables, one of those pre-dominant
fables being that "if the government does it, it
cannot be wrong”, or the corollary “if the
government does it, everything will be alright.”



8. Based on Millikan and what happened to the
so-called scientific at the beginning of the
Twentieth Century, let us modify the title of
his lectures and book to "Evolution in Science,
Religion, and Economics". Well, really, we
should call it a "De-evolution in Economics of
the Twenty-First Century”. Even as Bush will
go down in history as another Hoover, so this
century of 2008 will go down in the history
books as both the greatest depression and
recession since Hoover, with the exception that
now we see so much cover-up and deception on
the part of economic leaders. They wanted us
to have confidence in them; but now we think
that either none know economics, or they do not
care as they rush to take care of themselves
before the close of the stock market. {Are
they really trying to save the American
people of the 90% with 50% of the American
money, or are they trying to save the 10%
of Americans with 250,000 or more of 50%
of the American money?}



9. The problem with the trickle-down theory of
Bush, McCain, and the Republicans is that it
cannot trickled down through the greed and
avarice filter. “"Avarice is greed gone amuck”,
and certainly we see that in the financial
leaders of this country after so many years of
cover-up and deceit.

5-10: How This Relates to the "To Believe”
and "For Believing” Gist of this Book.

It is safe to say based on the Bible details of
the Falling Away, especially the book of
Hebrews, IT Timothy 3 and 4, IT Thessalonians,
and Matthew 24 and Luke 21 from Jesus, that
approximately 50% of unbelievers are church
members and 50% have always been
unbelievers. {As always this is hard to believe,
but the reader, especially if you have forgotten
some of the main Bible messages of this book
on REPORTS as well as "DEN OF THIEVES" and
HIDEOUT, is reminded that almost all of God's
people by far in the wilderness after a 40 year



process of “departing” from the living God
where not only denied access to the Promised
Land but also to the eternal rest of heaven.
{Read the book of Hebrews as the Falling Away
is as big a part of it as Christ as Priest, no doubt
one reason that so many repugnant to this
message from God on the background of the
Great Apostasy, deny Paul as the author. That
is, they wish to accept the comforting
messages of books like Ephesians and
Philippians, the other of the 14 letters written
by God through Paul, but not this one as it goes
so counter to what they want to be believe
about both The Security of the Believer and
what will happen to most church members
during the final Great Falling Away which must,
and will inevitably come, before the Second
Coming. (IT Thessalonians) The message and
chapters in this book on “for believing” have
been addressed primarily to those 50% that
are church members, although unbelief is
unbelief where it is among those church



members who went through the “to believe"
process but also then through the “depart from
the living God" process of Hebrews 3:7.

1. Once again, salvation is a fwo-step process:;
and this is true even based on the most
fundamental scriptures and books of salvation
and believing, John 20:30,31 and the Gospel of
John. Like in these verses, recall the
statement of the very purpose for which the
Apostle John wrote John: (1) in order that
humanity might “believe”, the "o believe"
process of faith, that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and (2) “for believing”, in order
that "believing they may have everlasting life."

2. The whole tenor and statements of the New
Testament is that there must be continuation
in faith for it to be saving faith in such verses
as (1) work out your salvation with fear and
trembling, (2) beware brethren (church
members and Christians} lest there be in any of



you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from
the living God (Hebrews 3:7); (3) you will be
saved if you continue to the end, Jesus said in
Matthew 24; and (4) so on and on through many
more. Please read the SunGrist eBook
SNATCHING, STUMBLING, AND THE
FALLING AWAY which is a “reconciliation of
the Security of Believer with the Falling Away
based on the parable from Jesus of the Seed
and the Sower.

3. The proper learning of Christ, the opposite
of what the world is doing and how they are live,
is the sure cure to the disintegration of
personality like other Gentiles, that Paul
elaborates on in Ephesians 4. No CEO,
government official, religious leader, pastor,
deacon, or church members and average citizen
could possible practice this greed that leads to
personality disintegration and "strong delusion”
who: (1) Practices Jesus teaching that "it is
more blessed to give than to receive”; and (2)



does not covet any possession or money of his
American neighbors; and (3) loves his American
neighbors, the people in the land, more than
himself, and loves God with all the heart, mind,
and soul.



Chapter 6. World Love versus God
Love.

The
Aot thar Apostle
\ John, by

the way
known
as the

Apostle

worid

of Love, gives us the clearest statement of
separation with God and from the world, from
the love of the world versus the love of God.

“Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world —the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life —is not of the Father
but is of the world. And the world is passing



away, and the lust of it; but he who does the
will of God abides forever.” (I John 2:15-17)

There ae two kinds of worlds in the Bible, the
world God originally created, and then the
world of sinful man has created and is creating
under the leadership of the arch enemy of God,
Satan and the great lie. “In the beginning, God
created the heavens and the earth...”, this is the
world God created; and it is so good what Dr.
Peter Jones says, perhaps getting a little carried
away with theological jargon, not theology from
which he shows great overcoming, but he says
that is THE Bible and everything else a
commentary then on Genesis 1:1.

Quickly this new generation of World lovers
would respond with the well-known John 3:16,
how God so love the World. Actually we
should add there is a third kind of world, a
world only that God could love, and as this new
generation of theologians strive to emulate
what only God has the capability to love, they



have made a big step to the bad theology Dr.
Jones speaks of, forgetting the transcendence of
God, making man and God one when they are
two, or in the Paganism of Romans 1.

“And changed the glory of the uncorruptible
God into an image made like to corruptible
man..."” (1:23)

AND

Who changed the truth of God into a lie and
worshipped and served the creature more than
the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.”
(1:25)

The great sin of the world, to worship and serve
man as a substitute for the truth and worship of
God the Father. It is the BIG lie of the world,
that the world can do that, only possible to
maintain in many theologies like that of the
Jesus Seminar. It has subtly crept into Baptist
institutions like SWBTS and Baylor and Wake
Forest Divinity School because they have to be



accredited, and that means model after the two
largest seminaries in the world, Yale and
Princeton. In the hustle to get degrees and love
the success of the world, graduates have
forgotten that only the Trinity is able to
participate successfully in that third kind of
love, like Jesus could do that love and remain
unspotted as “He was in all points tempted like
we are, yet without sin.” New graduates of
theology take half a verse and go everywhere
preaching like the recent Baylor graduate who
sees the word world in the Bible as only being
the Roman world. And even if this is not clear
on World Love, this and many other world
scriptures is clear:

“You adulterous people, don’t you know that
friendship with the world means enmity
against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses

to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy
of God.” (James 4:4)



One more world word in the Bible and we pass
on—

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that you present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
is your reasonable service. And do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good and acceptable and
perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:1-3)

You must see the difference between theological
preaching and Bible preaching, first with an
example of preaching from the Bible and second
with from Baylor, then we leave Baylor alone.

6-1: Non-Conformity to the Extreme
Tolerations of the World from Bible
preaching.

“For you, being so wise, tolerate the foolish
gladly.



For you tolerate it if anyone enslaves you,
anyone devours you,

anyone takes advantage of you, anyone exalts
himself,

anyone hits you in the face.” 2 Corinthians
11:19-20

The Corinthians had a tolerance problem.
Earlier in the chapter, Paul said something
similar. “For if one comes and preaches another
Jesus whom we have not preached, or you
receive a different spirit which you have not
received, or a different gospel which you have
not accepted, you bear this beautifully.” They
bear with false teaching. They tolerate the
intolerable.

A Redefinition of Tolerance

In the last 10 to 15 years, the worldview of
postmodernism has come to dominate the
collective intellectual consciousness of western



society. And perhaps the pinnacle virtue of
postmodernism is tolerance.

Now, contemporary postmodern tolerance is
not what English-speaking peoples have always
understood the word tolerance to mean. A
person was judged to be tolerant if, though he
held to his views strongly, believed them to be
absolute truth, and believed just as strongly that
all other mutually exclusive views were
absolutely wrong, he nevertheless insisted that
others had the right to disagree with his deeply-
held convictions. He believed in his convictions
unwaveringly, and even believed that everyone
else should believe what he believed. But he
didn’t demand agreement or try to coerce
consensus. He tolerated the existence of
differing opinions, even on what he believed
was non-negotiable truth. The old view of
tolerance was well-captured in the oft-quoted
aphorism, “I disapprove of what you say, but I
will defend to the death your right to say it.”



But the postmodern version of tolerance is of a
totally different sort. To today’s culture,
tolerance is no longer the idea that wrong views,
though wrong, nevertheless have the right to
exist and to be heard in public discourse. Now,
you're only tolerant if you believe that no
position is any more or less true, right, or valid
than any other view. In his book, The
Intolerance of Tolerance, D. A. Carson explains
the shift this way:

“ T h e tolerange suggests that actually accepting
another’s position means
true, or at least as true as your own. We move from
allowing the free expression of contrary opinions to
the acceptance of all opinions; we leap from
permitting the articulation of beliefs and claims with
which we do not agree to asserting that all beliefs and

claims are e4ually valid.

And with that revisionist definition of tolerance
comes also a revisionist definition of
intolerance. Which is a big deal. Because there

b



are few worse charges to be accused of today
than being intolerant. Since tolerance no longer
means tolerating the existence of opposing
views but instead asserting that all views are
equally valid, intolerance is disagreeing with
the notion that no one position is more true,
valid, or trustworthy than another. If you insist
that someone is unambiguously and
unequivocally wrong about something, you are
intolerant. You're an uncharitable, arrogant
bully. Perhaps even a bigot.

The Embrace of Self-Defeating Relativism

Do you recognize what the central
philosophical underpinning of that worldview
is? It's relativism—the rejection of absolute
truth itself. If no one claim is more true or right
than any other, there is no such thing as
absolute truth at all. And the postmodernists
don’t dispute this. In 1995, the United Nations
released what is called the Declaration on
Principles of Tolerance, and in Article 1 on the



meaning of tolerance, it asserts that tolerance
“involves the rejection of dogmatism and
absolutism.” As Carson says, one can’t help but
observe that that assertion sounds quite a bit
dogmatic and absolute!

And of course, that is the failure of all forms of
relativism: relativism is hopelessly inconsistent,
because the claim that there is no absolute truth
is itself an absolute statement. If someone comes
up to you and says, “There is no absolute truth!”
just ask them, “Is that absolutely true?”

It is rationally baseless. Such a worldview
immediately collapses under its own weight.
And so, Carson observes, “Under the new aegis
of this new tolerance, no absolutism is
permitted, except for the absolute prohibition of
absolutism. Tolerance rules, except that there
must be no tolerance for those who disagree
with this peculiar definition of tolerance” (13).
Ironically, but inevitably for all systems that are
based on relativism, what is now called



tolerance is actually what the world has always
known as intolerance.

The Church Apes the World

And because the church inexorably imitates and
apes the foolish fashions of the world —always
ostensibly as a misguided means of attracting
the world —contemporary evangelicalism has
imbibed these very redefinitions and
philosophical presuppositions. So many
professing Christians are scared to death to
offend the sensibilities of the postmodern
culture. For them, the worst thing in the world
is to be called intolerant. And so, what has
happened? They have subtly, maybe even in
some cases unintelligibly, abandoned their
commitment to the absolute truth of Scripture,
in favor of being more tolerant of a “diversity of
opinions.”

People rise up in the church and begin teaching
doctrine that does not accord with the pattern of



sound words entrusted to us in Scripture.
Others stand up against that error and criticize
it for not aligning with biblical truth. Yet still
other men push back against that and say, “Hey,
let’s not be so rigid and dogmatic, OK? These
folks are aiming to ground their teachings in
Scripture; they just have a different
interpretation than you do. Who's to say that
our interpretation is better than their
interpretation? After all, the text isn’t all that
clear anyway. We should hear them out. We
should give them a platform. We ought to be
tolerant of a diversity of views.”

This is what happened in the Corinthian church.
The false apostles showed up when Paul was
miles away, and they began sowing doubt
about the integrity of his character and the truth
of his Gospel among the believers there. And
when the Corinthians first discerned that that
was going on, they should have risen up and



rejected these men for the wolves that they
were.

But what happened? They flashed their ‘letters
of commendation.” They touted their Jewish
heritage and connection to the Jewish church.
They bragged on their eloquence and their
strong leadership. They boasted in their high-
priced honorariums, and their large fanbase,
and the bevy of their ministerial successes. And
the Corinthians were taken in! And so, they
tolerated the subtle deviations from the truth.
And when those subtle deviations became more
obvious deviations from the truth, they
tolerated those as well. And when the toleration
of little compromise after little compromise led
to their enslavement, their being devoured, and
taken advantage of, and even physically
assaulted —by these fools who preach another
Jesus, and a different spirit, and a different
gospel —they tolerated it. They bore it
beautifully.



Jesus, the Intolerant

This text teaches us, dear reader, that there is a
limit to biblical tolerance. There are certain
things that we simply must not tolerate in the
church. You say, “But Mike, wasn’t Jesus the
supreme example of tolerance? He refused no
one! He welcomed everyone to Himself!” Not
exactly.

In Revelation chapter 2, Jesus commends the
church of Thyatira for their deeds, their love,
their faith, their service, and their perseverance.
Whereas the church of Ephesus needed to
repent and do the deeds she did at first (Rev 2:4-
5), Jesus said that Thyatira’s “deeds of late are
greater than at first” (Rev 2:). But—as Kevin
DeYoung has put it—though Thyatira was
loving, their love could be undiscerning and
blindly affirming. Consider what Jesus says in
verse 20: “But I have this against you, that you
tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-



servants astray so that they commit acts of
immorality.”

Jesus is intolerant of Thyatira’s tolerance of
error and immorality! And He promises severe
judgment for it. Verse 22: “Behold, I will throw
her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit
adultery with her into great tribulation, unless
they repent of her deeds. And I will kill her
children with pestilence, and all the churches
will know that I am He who searches the minds
and hearts.”

Friends, the Jesus of Revelation 2 is not the Jesus
of postmodern leftism. The real Jesus is
decidedly intolerant of false doctrine and moral
relativism. And for those Christians, and
churches, and ministries who compromise the
Word of God in an effort to be more “tolerant”
and more “affirming” than Jesus is—on
whatever issue—they will find themselves
under the judgment of the One whose eyes are
like a flame of fire, whose feet are like burnished



bronze (Rev 2:18 whose robe is dipped in blood,
and who strikes down the nations with the
sword of His mouth (Rev 19:13).

Truth is Intolerant of Error

Martin Luther said it well when he wrote, “I am
not permitted to let my love be so merciful as to
tolerate and endure false doctrine. When faith
and doctrine are concerned and endangered,
neither love nor patience are in order. ... When
these are concerned, neither toleration nor
mercy are in order, but only anger, dispute, and
destruction —to be sure, only with the Word of
God as our weapon.”

Truth is intolerant of error. And we are not
permitted to tolerate the preaching of error in
the name of truth. Rather we are, 2 Corinthians
10: to “destroy speculations and every lofty
thing raised up against the knowledge of God,
and [to] take every thought captive to the
obedience of Christ.”



Not by force, of course. Not by coercion. We
understand that in a fallen world, the whole of
which lies in the power of the evil one (1 John 5:
error must exist alongside the truth. As
Christians, we do not seek, as some do, to
outlaw from the public square every viewpoint
but our own. We tolerate the existence of

different ideas, and worldviews, and ways of
life.

We Will Not Bow

But behind the pulpit—in Christ’s Church—
there is one rule for the lives of Christ’s people.
There is one sovereign standard that norms the
thinking and the beliefs of the followers of Jesus,
to the exclusion of all others. And that is
Scripture alone. We must never so adopt the
world’s notion of tolerance that we allow
anything to rule our faith and practice, but the
voice of our Good Shepherd as spoken in His
Word. We bow to Him alone.



John MacArthur has said it well:

Christ is our King. Scripture is our law. And in ways
that have not been true ihe past, Scripture and the
| aws of our country now coc
goingtofeelitt War e the target now

| ran through my Bible the other day, just looking for
everywhere | could find 1t
all over the Old Testament. ...] Unfaithful
bowed down before idols and godless kings. But
faithful people did not bow dm. Mordecai did not

bow down. Daniel did not bow down. His friends did

not bow down. Jesus did not bow down. Paul did not

bow down.

These are going to beryehallenging days. But we
will not bow. We will be gracious, and we will be
loving, butwewile nder to God what

Mike Riccardi

Mike is the Pastor of Local Outreach Ministries
at Grace Community Church in Los Angeles,
where he also serves as co-pastor of Grace Life.



He also teaches Apologetics and Evangelism at
The Master's Seminary, where he is currently
pursuing his PhD in Theology.

6-2: Conformity to the Extreme Tolerations of
the World from Baylor's Theological best
preaching.

For some reason the Baptist Standard has fallen

in line with the preaching theology of Baylor in

their “Baptist Preaching”, like parts of a sermon
entitled A Generous Interpretation | Baptists
Preaching. Itis based loosely on James27]1and
what a generous intpretation it is, more in line
with the paganism and Gnosticism that Jones speaks
on than with the ible as the World of God.

1. First Quote from this Baylor Preaching.

“The book of James want s
camino for the community of Chriskhroughout

this small book he seems to be talking about a
general posture of compassion within a
community. A posture of compassion which



must start by expecting
interpreting each ot her
of best intentions.We must be generous
interpreters of the words and actions of others or
else we will move through life bating from one
outrage to the next. Always waiting to be
of fended.”

At heart this is extreme toleration of
homosexuals and others of the that sort
group in II Timothy, the group of self-love,
love of money, despisers of the good, and
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God,
and without natural affection. While in the
next verses Paul, and God through Paul,
warns both that (1) these of this sort have a
form of godliness but deny the power
thereof, even deny the power and
transcendence of God, and (2) are to be
avoided, and certainly that must mean not to
both be fellowshipped with and worshipped
with. It is like taking the national dens of



thieves of Jeremiah and Jesus to the bosom
of truth, where it is in the Bible a known LIE.

2. Second Quote.

James stais at the margins of scripture speaking a
word to us. Your faith is not your own. Religion that

is pure and undefiled before God is this: to care for
the orphans and widows, and to keep oneself
unpoll uted by the Romans
means “ Rrolmk"n) .woYour faith
relation to the growth of your compassion for those
on the margins. Your faith will grow the more you
give yoursdlto the body of Christ.

There are no margins of Scripture, and this
would seem to be like President Stiles of Truett
Seminary statement of belief of “under the
Bible”. Sounds good, whatever it means, but
my goodness your talk about on the margin of
what can be said from the Bible of the Bible as
the Word of God this is so insufficient.
Remember, insufficient Scripture begets an



insufficient Jesus, a Jesus of World Love, if you

would!

3. Third.

“.this God is the highest,
But , God is also the grou
seeking.. all our thinking.
through God. AsAgustine says, “GcC
beyond my utmost heightsbut also more inward to
mehan my inmost depths.”

reality without this ultimate reality, without the
ground of being, without or aside from God.

The But’s always get the Baylor faculty and
graduates, and you will find the same trend as
you read any of the theologians of the modern
paganism and Gnosticism. Most of the time
they are transitioning from some lip service and
acknowledgment of the Bible to the religion of
world love, to the modern theology of paganism
and Gnosticism, and in that Gnosticism, they
are departing from the Word of God. Of course,
they do it smartly as some of the most brilliant



in the world, those of extreme academic
excellence.

4. Fourth Quote.

“ We slate the same origin. We are all of God. And

like those pilgrims on the camino viredf out sooner

or | ater that we share a ¢c¢
all in this together, and since we all share so much of

the bounty we have been given from God, we teeed

give ourselves a break. Let go of the anger that
poisons your mind and prohibithe growth of the
implanted word within you. Be doers of the word
because tin tke doing that faith takes hold of your

i fe. | f you' ' re | ooknsng f
with the forgotten children and women. The word in

us has a wor d fmportantlyhteem...b ut
word in them will shape us into the people of faith
Christ has called us to be. We are all of the same
origin. Being doers of the word means seeing the
word in action around us. It means seeing God in

ot her s. And wengrg ayes. We s e e
would be better (live better, live healthier) if we



would be generous interpreters of the words and
actions of others.”

This all “of God” gets them, implying both a
non-transcendent God and an inner special
spark from the holy, and suggests “of the
world” more than “of God”. What you will find
throughout the Bible, the Integrity with Christ
of ultimate integration is “IN THE WORLD,
BUT NOT OF THE WORLD.” Paul told us if
you are going to separate yourself from all
adulterers and other sinners, then you must
needs get out of the world; but no, he meant
those sinners of habitual sinning within the
church, the adulterers if you would, within the
church. Oh my, these once our heroes of the
faith and so brilliant and talented and good
examples, have become victims of the new
theology of paganism and Gnosticism; and
theology, not the institutions that teach it or the
faculty and graduates are to shoulder the
primary blame, it is to be placed on modern
theology.



6-3: Half-truth begets a half love and certainly
a half faith and half Jesus, and less than half a
Bible.

What do we call these likeable and many ways
admirable graduates of the new theology except
Conformist to the world? Even their Bible on
the world is half-truth; yes, world in the Bible
sometimes includes the Roman world but by no
means is exclusive to Rome, not exclusive to the
past, and certainly does not include the world
we naturally want to love and identify with.
That world is more the love of the world as in
John 3:16 where God so loved the world, the lost
of the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son. It is not the world of the non-conformists
of self-sacrifice and self-service that Paul writes
of in Romans 12:1,2, the world that those IN
CHRIST and of ultimate integration dare not be
a part of. What you will notice except of course
from the Jesus Seminar of modern theology is
first the statement of a sound doctrine from the
Bible and then a BUT. You will find it in



President Stiles statement of belief for Truett
Seminary, often, and in particular as he tries to
almost conviction less strives to define how
Baylor and the Seminary are “under the Bible”.

What we will find in Ephesians is that love is a
vector with both magnitude and direction, new
graduates of theology have taken the love
magnitude intensely and almost their whole
theology and forgotten the directional quality:
that is, it must be directed toward God through
Christ and to Christian brothers. That is not to
say, no love for the lost, but even therein in a
god-like fashion the sinner must be loved with
his sins and without being spotted or singed by
the world, sin, and Satan. With few exceptions
gays and lesbians have made their commitment
to this wrong world, and their failure for God
retention in their thinking shows the results in
their unnatural use of each other (Romans 1).
Also, as Dr. Jones points out from the reading of
Gay is Good, they are only 1.7 % of the



population have an agenda to control religion
and theology. Those that have been caught in
Baptist churches and reprimanded are these
new age theology graduates that place their
support more with the gay agenda that with
other programs.

6-4: World Love brings to birth a Gospel of
Prosperity and Success.

The most outstanding model of mysticism and
paganism, the paganism of world love is the
preaching of Joel Osteen. It is so popular
because the world can easily identify with it.
Even as the “world knows its own”, the readers
and buyers of Joel’s best-selling books recognize
a religion that they can easily and naturally
agree with, that of paganism and mysticism so
riddled with self this, self that, and also self.
However, it is the self that loves the world, all
the things in the world, a world of lusts of the
flesh and lust of the eyes, a world of pride of life.

Gospel of Prosperity and Success



(The Gospel of World Love)

It is not only the Gospel of Prosperity we must
abhor as unsound doctrine and avoid, it is the
corollary of the Gospel of Wealth in the History
of American Thought that is called the Gospel
of wealth and the corollary of success. Of
course, those of worldly success can be
dominated by the same false motivations as of
prosperity and wealth. Why? Because the
Gospel of Prosperity and Success is the Gospel
of World Love. Perhaps you will understand it
best as the “love of the world” of I John 3 or the
“be not conformed to the world” of Romans.
Not only any millionaire preacher today has
sold out to the love of the world and these
things, but anyone friend overtaken by pride of
life is exhibiting more love of the world and
things in the world than the Love of God. At
this extreme has come what Dr. Peter Jones calls
the paganism and Gnosticism of Modern
theology, Bible studies, and millennial thought.



Difficult to understand until he quotes Romans
1:25, you remember how the chapter is both
individual and civilization paganism at work,
repeated in every generation and climaxed and
made evident and obvious with promotions of
homosexuality, but with the falling away in
churches and in the world, it has come to
dominate American Thought. (Christian
intellectuals call it the Passion of Western
Civilization.)

Dr. Jones, from the UK, tells of how Christian
was America in 1961, thinking that as a strong
Bible believer he had gone to heaven, then
teaching abroad and coming back in 1991 to a
Christian cultural shock which he calls
paganism and Gnosticism. It would be offered
here that the repeat of Romans 1 is their
program and agenda, then their rationalization
is going back to the Gnosticism that Paul fought
in early churches, a Gnosticism that sought to
replace a transcendent, above all and apart from



all Heavenly Father, with some kind of secret
knowledge within them, some like to call it a
divine spark. Much like the operation of
Giglio’s Passion Conferences today.



Chapter 7: Gospel Pride over
“Pride of Life” is for the Glory of
God.

Self-esteem with pride of life has recently
become so engrained in American thought and
character, also invaded the teachings in the
churches, that it seems sacri-relgious to bad
mouth pride of life. Secular psychology would
certainly recall at any efforts to lessen self-pride,
even in dominance by a more religious
motivation. {For a more Christian psychologist
approach, please read THE RELIGIOUS
DIMENSIONS OF PERSONALITY by Wayne
Oates of SBTS as he stresses those dimensions as
more in the terms of integration, community,
and so on.} Of course, secular psychologists, for
the most part, would not subscribe to the high
Christian calling, like with the Apostle Paul,
who live and taught, “God forbid that I should
glory save in the preaching of the cross of the
Lord Jesus Christ”. (Galatians 6:14)



Long ago it was more popular among SBC?
youth to subscribe to the motivation as
expressed by W.O. Carver with the title of his
commentary on Ephesians, THE GLORY OF
GOD IN THE CHRISTIAN CALLING. Now
with the control of Bible Baptists over the SBC,
in their bookstores it is hard to find a copy; and
their itching ears teachings have led away from
a proper and literal understanding? of --

“walk worthy of the calling with which you
are called...” (Ephesians 4:1b)

2SBC for Southern Baptist Convention.

3There is a strange and unsound aroma of wordliness in their
churches and denomination. Perhaps it is feasible and
pragmatic, if you can not beat them then joing them in order to
reach outh for Christ. Yet increasing we are witnessing in the
fruits of the Faling awy the reaping of what has been sowed.



No doubt much of this worldliness among bible
belt churches has come from an emphasis on the
American Democratic faith over Christian faith
and subservience to the teachings of Jesus and
the Bible. One might call it sort of a political
correctness.

7-1: Refreshing Evangelism among the churches
must include a rewyi ol

Something that has also been replaced
currently with all this acceptance of
“worldliness”, and if you have eyes to see and
ears to hear, you can see it in the replacement of
Spirit driven and Christ driven motivations,
also drives for the glory of God, with popularity
in the churches of purpose driven “wants” and
“desires”.

Christian and church member motivations
based on wants or desires is one evidence of
where pride of life has overcome Gospel Pride,
and being stage #2 of the Falling Away--"out
their own desires shall they heap up teachers

Gofd 6



with itching ears”4--has also made significant
contributions among church members to the
other 4 stages of the Falling way: intolerance
toward sound doctrine; the heaping in of
teachers with itching ears and the heaping out
of teachers of sound doctrine; turning away
from truth; and being turned by God into fables.

7-2: A Proper Biblical and real literal
understanding of certain Bible words and
concepts, even Bible-based principles, can help
Gospel Pridevin out over Pride of Life for the glory
of God.

1. According to the Bible in I John, what is so
bad about “pride of life”?

4You witnessed this on a large scale as Bible Baptists wormed
their way into the more prosperous churches of the SBC, and
then as they heaped out from the seminaries, colleges, and
pastortes men of sound doctrine like Bert Dominy, Summers,
Ramm, and Winifred Moore.



2. God never has in the long history of
revelations in the Bible thought much about
human pride. It is the opposite of humility, of
submission to God and His Lordship, and it is
condemned in the Bible more than even money,
riches, and wealth as source of all kinds of sin.
It is pride of life control that leads into idolatry
as those desiring more control and satisfaction
create in their own mind and life, a god that

does not exists; then worship and serve that
idol.

3. Paul expressed Gospel Pride in the first
chapter introduction of the book of Romans, the
most thorough and exhaustive study of Gods
plan of salvation and righteousness to be found
in all literature.

“"For I am not ashamed {this is more a very
positive affirmation of pride in the Gospel} of
the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God
to salvation for everyone believes....For in it
the righteousness {rightness and justice and



love and thoroughness of God for His
creations} of God is revealed from faith to
faith, as it is written, “The just shall live by
faith.”” (Romans 1:18)>

Good “ole Paul the lawyer and thorough Bible
scholar that God chose to be the chief editor of
the NT; for right here in some of the first words
of Romans chapter one he sets forth a possible
outline of the book of Romans.

(1). Christian testimonies and God given
testimonies to Gospel Pride in the Gospel of the
kingdom and of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Foremost for Christians today who would start
into this salvation, insure that they already have
this salvation, and exercise some Gospel Pride,

5Good ‘ole Paul the lawyer and thorough Bible scholar that God
chose to be the chief editor of the NT; for right here in some of
the first words of Romans chapter one he sets forth a possible
outline of the book of Romans.



is the personal testimony of witness to Jesus and
the Gospel they must give. Paul also gives us in
Romans the clearest and most thorough, and of
course from God, definition of this Gospel Pride
through testimony and public confession of
Christ!

“..that if you confess with your mouth the
Lord Jesus Christ and believe in your heart
that God raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved. For with the heart one believes unto
righteousness, and with the mouth confession
is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:9,10)

Correctly refreshing evangelism looks for this
from those initially making a profession of faith
in Christ; but it is never too late {unless one has
passed the point of no return with the
unpardonable sin of hardened unbelief} to
make this same confession of pride in Christ
and in the Gospel of Christ for God’s power,
righteousness, and salvation. Beyond that it is
necessary to have such a consistent testimony of



Gospel Pride. Have you not noticed the verse
before Romans 10:9,10:

“But what does it say? ‘The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart(that is, the
word of faith which we preach) (Romans 10:8)

NOTE: Hear that, it says how close the people
of God must continue to be next to the Word
of the Gospel; how it must continually come
out of their mouth as a testimony; and above
all how it must remain in their heart. This is
closer than you realize to the “repent and be
converted” on the part of church members of
Refreshing Evangelism that started this series
on the same subject. Or let us put it in a more
positive fashion that if you desire to have your
land healed, the revival of habit to turn away
from your sins, is to turn away from neglect of
Christ from your mouth and heart!

(2) With a steady and habitual expression,
one way or another, of Gospel pride, then our



lack of shame of the Gospel turns into God not
being ashamed of us!

“For the scripture says, ‘Whoever believes on
Him will not be put to shame” (Romans 10:11
and Isaiah 28:16)

AND

(3) The Gospel is the power of God into
salvation.

“For ‘whoever calls on the name of the LORD
shall be saved.”” (Romans 10:13 and Joel 2:32)

NOTE: These are not little one time for all
time magic formulas, under their guidance,
that fundamentalists evangelists would lead
you to be for their own glory of numbers.
Confession and faith in the heart, as also
repentance and conversion, is a lifetime and
habitual experience.



(4). It is for everyone who believes, the Jew
tirst® and then Gentiles.

Contrary to another false eschatological
teaching of fundaments and Scofield, it is hardly
likely even under the extreme fear of
Armageddon as the armies of the world come
against Jerusalem and the camp of the saints
that Jews will be saved as a nation. Clearly
according to Daniel, they had only a certain

5This “first” was more a historical order in that God gave them
through the birth and residence and teachings of Jesus, first shot
at salvation; however even as with the preaching and church
building and missionary efforts of Paul the Jews rejected the
Gospel like most of them still do today, then God and Paul chose
the Gentiles as more the people of God than Jews. In fact, as
Paul made clear God really established a new nation of Jews,
Jews in heart through the new birth, that was made up of a new
people of God more from the Gentiles than Jews. Don’t get
confused, there have periodically been a few like the evangelist
Hyman Appleman; and certainly the Jewish apostles of Christ will
be ruling over the new earth from the new Jerusalem, of course
under God and Christ who had that point have come back to
eternal reign and rule, and fellowship with His new creatures.



number of days for salvation after the death of
Christ and the destruction of the temple, and we
must look at some of the solid teachings of B.H.
Carroll on these matters in his AN
INTERPRETATION OF THE ENGLISH BIBLE.

7-3: You must see for refreshing evangelism
that “pride of life” along with “lust of the flesh
and lust of the eyes” are evidences of
worldliness in any Christian life.

Forget it if you are not even trying to be “in the
world but not of the world”, or if you are not a
Christian and church member; or if you do not
desire to be a member of THE CHURCH of the
firstborn written in heaven. Granted today
these popular preachers of prosperity would
choke on the inconsistencies of their messages if
at the same time they preached to you about
“worldliness”.



During the recent campaign of Election 2012,
you heard some rich man with a Polish accent?,
condemned American votes for the “bad
mouthing of success”; and once again we see the
rebirth in 2012 of the old and classical greed of
the Gospel of Wealth and the corollary of
success. Such false testimony, according to the
Bible, is just plain worldliness, the kind of desire
for wealth and riches that the Bible constantly
condemns.

7-4: In Refreshing Evangelism, there must be
a revival of “for the glory of God in the
Christian calling”.

While along with disrespect of some of our
forefathers in the faith like Carver and Carroll,

7In our cartoon caricature of those motivated by money, and
along with Witch Mitch and Bummer Bomber and Gubber
Inquest, he is fictiously of course, called Mr Success. You realize,
however, that these are only representative of the 1%
committed to the protection of their wealth!



Truett and Lee, has automatically come some
disrespect for their sound Bible doctrines. It is
hard to tell whether it is ignorance or neglect, or
both; and it is hard to tell which came first, the
disrespect for our SBC forefathers or disrespect
for their sound doctrines. We must naturally
suspect that the intolerance toward sound
doctrine {“the time will come when they will
not endure sound doctrine” of II Timothy 4:3,4
and of the Falling Away} led also to the neglect
of these great men of God; or perhaps it is the
tendency toward “the menace of mediocrity”
with the “wrens making prey where eagles dare
not perch” of R. G. Lee, that overwhelmed the
SBC. You might call it the love of the ordinary
and extremes of the American democratic faith
over the Christian faith.

So much of the boomer and millennium
indifference to generations of the past, is rooted
and grounded in their own personal problems-
-among individuals and in churches--in a much



greater drift away from tolerance of sound
doctrine, toward motivation by desires and self-
esteem, toward the heaping up of teachers of
itching ears that will say something new and
different for the greatest generation that ever
lived {more of pride of life}8, that turn away
from truth without even realize it because of the
indifference to the faith of these that came
before them, and then when the youth turn into
fables, the mediocre because the norm.

8Youth and respect for youth much greater than respect and
regard for all the members, along with their praise music and
noise wihout understaning {I Cor 14} lead to the complete
destruction of a once vibrant and prosperous First Baptist Church
of Alamogordo New Mexico. And it is really the itching ears
teachers and leaders of these youth that are responsible to God
for the destruction of this local church! Any time, you try to find
substitutes or Gospel Pride over other prides, you are asking for
trouble: it only speeds up your church into the great apostasy of
the Falling Away. Try this, talk to them about the pride of life and
see what the reaction is to this portion of the Word of God!



Chapter 8: Gospel Pride, the book of Romans

Some good reasons to label the NT {New
Testament} book of Romans "Gospel Pride"--

1. It is obvious from the human authorship
side of the Apostle Paul, by his introduction in
Romans 1:16,17 in the words of "I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ...", especially
when you read Acts and Galatians to see what
all Paul went through to spread his Gospel
Pride, that while reluctant as even many

are today to use the forbidden word of "Pride"
in any positive manner, that Paul was really
ready to set forth the whole panorama of the
full Gospel of Christ, and the One

Salvation under the preferred title of Ephesians
1:5 of "one baptism". It is an amazing facet of
superficial Christians how quickly they will
speak of pride in children, in school, in church,
and nation; yet balk when Pride is used in the
same phrase as Gospel to summarize the book
of Romans. Is it because they do not have an
equal amount of Pride in the Gospel, do not



show it, or don't want to admit the lack in their
Gospel Pride.

The reality is that there are so many aspects of
God's salvation plan covered in the book of
Romans, that many titles have

been suitable? Our Bible teacher and
department head of Bible at Ouachita Baptist,
Dr. Wolber, entitled it "The Righteousness

of God"; our teacher of Romans at SWBTS, J.W.
MacGorman has a commentary on Romans on
Amazon entitled "Everyman's Gospel",
however I think the book with the seminary
course was something more about the Message
of Romans, or simply "The Gospel according to
Romans". {I read the book, but primarily spent
hours in the reading and outlining the book

of Romans itself, the first of many outlines
during years of teaching and preaching
Romans at over 16 interim pastorates.} The
famous Dr Barnhouse calls his commentaries
on Romans, "Expositions of Bible Doctrines
Taking the Epistle to the Romans as a Point of
Departure".



2. Gospel Pride helps to counter THE LIE of
Romans 1:25, the lie according to that verse
being the opposite of truth. What is the truth
about God, His character, and His desires and
plans for humanity, the book of Romans is the
place to answer this large quest.

"...who exchanged the truth of God for the lie,
and worshipped and served the creature
rather than the Creator, who is blessed
forever. Amen." (Romans 1:25)

NOTE: While weird fundamentalists will be
tempted to run with this word "lie", taking this
single verse of Bible and going everywhere
preaching, as is their custom, it is better to

be patient, allowing this whole Gospel Pride
study of God's Word in the book of Romans to
explain in total context the word "lie".
Expectations! I hope so, "the lie" as contrasted
to just lies of which there are many, is a big
word and requires the big answer of exegesis
of the book of Romans. There is



something wrong with the editors of the BBF
(Bible Baptist Fundamentalist) controlled
Lifeway publishers, who object to the title of
"Gospel Pride" as not being BBF politically
correct. For short, let us call it BBF

pc. {Just one place the new BBFpc, primarily
out of Dallas Theological Seminary like Dr.
Jeffress of First Baptist Church Dallas
controlled SBC has given priority

to denominational custom and tradition over
Bible!}

3. The prayerful reading of the Book of
Romans with guidance from the Holy Spirit,
while practicing good ASPI exegesis, and

a willingness to do what is read will generate
such a unique pride in what is jumping out of
because of the lively and dynamic nature of the
Word of God, as to be called Gospel

Pride. It according to McLendon Day in the
"Wonder of the Word" will be like a Chinese
translator when working on the book of
Romans said, "The One that wrote this Book
made me, because it tells things about myself



that only My Creator would know."

4. There is another reason the BBFpc {in other
writings from SunGrist_Bible it has been called
fc for fundamentalist correct} objects to the title
of Gospel Pride. Such an approach with main
chapters like "readiness", "confidence",
"courage" and "loyalty", makes the study too
practical, down-to-earth, and

relevant to the All Scripture Method and
Movement Christian Way of Life and Living as
well as the best of Baptist Distinctives. They
just want professionals of the denomination to
be able to understand.

5. Fundamentalists in their efforts to reach
numbers from the world, especially youth,
have accepted such community values of
doctrines, although they are customs and
traditions of the world: indifference toward
God's teachings on marriage, competition like
in the world which is selfishness, acceptance
of the "pride of life" as Christian as though it
were not a lust like the lust of the flesh and the



pride of life, and primarily always wrapped in
each new generation around other itching
ears teachings--at least words--the selling out
on the Gospel of Wealth and the corollary of
success; and music without

understanding and a distinct sound as
admonished in I Corinthians 14, and which is
as bad or worse than speaking in unknown
tongues that cannot be understood.

Please go to the webpage of "Baptist
Distinctives
http://biblecombibleman.com/BaptistDistinct
ivesFundamentalists.html .
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Chapter 9: Paul’s Plan for Peace
and Unity in the SBC based on
Ephesians and Colossians.

We have a plan and a program in the Southern
Baptist Convention for almost everything, let
me ask you why it is that we do not have a plan
and program for peace and unity in the
Southern Baptist Convention? We have a plan
for Bible study in the Sunday School; we have a
plan for worship and giving in the Sunday
morning and Sunday evening service; we have
a plan for prayer in the Wednesday night prayer
meeting and Bible study; we have plans for
men’s work and women’s work; and for
missionary activity and evangelism in revival
meetings. Now, I ask you again, does it not
seem strange that at associational meetings, and
convention wide meetings, and even church
business meetings, why is it that we do not have
a plan for peace and unity in the Southern
Baptist Convention? Perhaps the more ignorant
of what is happening in Baptist life, would



respond that it is not needed! That would be
gullible and would overlook the Baptist news in
the New Mexican Baptist and what is secular
news in terms of what has been happening to
Texas Baptist and to the splits in the Southern
Baptist Convention. Irecall about 20 years ago
when people said that the Southern Baptist
Convention would never split; and then
approximately 15 years ago when after two
more Conventions had split off, people said,
“Just be patient it will all work out.” Well, it has
not worked out. It is getting worse, not better.
Every week we hear of additional split and
divisions and controversies among Texas
Baptists and in the Southern Baptist
Convention. Brother, this should not be true
among Christians. We need a plan and a
program to promote peace and unity int he
Southern Baptist Convention; and what better
place to start, a place with which all of us should
be able to agree, than with the Bible--specifically
the place in the Bible where the very subject of
Peace and Unity is discussed, in Ephesians 4:3.



1: The Text from Ephesians and Colossians.

“...Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3 KJV)

I want this to be our text this morning, the focus
upon which I ask you to cast your mental tents
for a few minutes, except I want you to think of
it in terms of the New English Version.

“Spare no efforts to make fast with bonds of
peace the unity which the Spirit gives.”
(Ephesians 4:3 NEV)

Now notice that there are two aspects to the
textual verse, the matter of securing with
“bonds of peace”, an effort to be exerted on our
part; and the matter of the “unity which the
Spirit gives” which should be the work of the
Holy Spirit among us. And I submit to you if
there is not peace and unity right now in the
Southern Baptist Convention, and if there has
not been peace and unity in the Southern Baptist
Convention for at least the last 20 years--and
surely I would beg that you see this is so--then



there has been a failure on our part as Southern
Baptists at either one or both of the aspects of
this verse.

Where have we failed? (1). Have we not made
positive efforts to make fast or secure with
bonds of peace; or (2). Do we not have the unity
of the Spirit which Paul identifies in terms of the
seven One’s that we will look at together briefly;
or (3). Have we failed and or we continuing to
fail on both counts--is it possible that not only
do we lack the unity of the Spirit given by the
Seven One’s, and also that we are not making
conscious and concerted efforts at peace in the
Convention and in our churches?

(4). And I would offer one other possibility:
that if we are extremely deficient on the unity of
the Spirit given by the Seven Ones that are listed
in the following verses of Ephesians--4:4-6--then
it would be impossible to promote with bonds
of peace a unity among our church members
that does not exist in the first place.



1. We stress keeping positive and keeping the
text in the context of the whole book of
Ephesians, and Colossians.

We must keep positive about this; therefore, our
subject is: PAUL’S PLAN FOR PEACE AND
UNITY IN THE SBC. And we must keep our
study of Ephesians 4:3 in the context that it was
written, that is of the whole book of Ephesians.
Also, we will expand to study to include the
book of Colossians since they both were written
almost simultaneously and essentially have the
same subject matter. Paul mentions both in the
conclusion of the letter to the Colossians.

“And when this epistle is read among you,
cause that it be read also in the church of the
Laodiceans: and that ye likewise read the
epistle from Laodicea.” (Colossians 4:16)

(1). So, what we will do first is to start a sort of
Harmony between Ephesians and Colossians.

You know how A.T. Robertson has written “A
Harmony of the Gospels”. It compares the



parallel subject matter of Matthew, Mark, and
Luke. So, we will try to do that for Ephesians
and Colossians by first looking through the
book of Colossians for a single verse that
compares to Ephesians 4:3. Ideally, if possible,
we would want this verse to speak of both
“peace” and “unity”. After reading again
through Colossians, we find that the closest that
we can come to a parallel or harmony is to be
found in Colossians 3:14,15. Yes, it takes two
verses to come close to the expression of
Ephesians 4:3; and then again the wording goes
beyond that of Ephesians 4:3. But that is the real
benefit of comparing Scripture with Scripture.
What we are going to read in Colossians 3:14,15
should help with our understanding of
Ephesians 4:3.

“And above all these things put on charity,
which is the bond of perfectness. And let the
peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which
also ye are called in one body; and be ye
thankful.” (Colossians 3:14,15)



(2). Alook at Colossians 3:14,15 and the context.

While we do have the word “peace” in
Colossians 3:14,15, we do not have the word
“unity”; however, you will notice something
very interesting as a possibility, that is, “the
bond of perfectness”. 1 could easily see a
harmony between the “bond of perfectness”
and the unity of the Spirit.

(3). If we expand the context beyond the one
verse of Ephesians 4:3 and beyond the two
verses of Colossians 3:14,15, 1 think we will
really start to appreciate a Harmony of
Ephesians and Colossians and on the subject of
PAUL’S PLAN FOR PEACE AND UNITY IN
THE SBC.

a. Ephesians 4:1-3.

“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness,
and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing
one another in love; endeavoring to keep the



unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
(Ephesians 4:1-3)

b. Colossians 3:12-15.

“Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;
forbearing one another, and forgiving one
another, if any man have a quarrel against any:
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And
above all these things put on charity, which the
bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God
rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are
called in one body; and be ye thankful.”
(Colossians 3:12-15)

Notice the similarity of subject matter: in
Ephesians it is “walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith you are called” and in Colossians it
is that you are “the elect of God”; in Ephesians
it is “lowliness and meekness” while in
Colossians it is “humbleness of mind and
meekness”; in Ephesians and Colossians both, it



is “longsuffering”; in Ephesians it is “forbearing
one another in love” while it Colossians it is
“forbearing one another” and later it is
“charity” which is the equivalent of “love”.
Charity is love with wheels on it, or love put
into action!

2:  The Unity Which the Spirit Gives as
Summarized in the Seven One’s.

Remember we had agreed to take the text of
Ephesians 4:3, as amplified and explained by
Colossians; and from that Ephesians 4:3 text to
look at it in the two parts--The Peace Which we
are to Promote; and the Unity which the Spirit
gives which are summarized in the Seven
ONE's. Let us take the second part first because
this is the basis for the peace we can promote. If
we do not have that unity of the Spirit as given
in the Seven ONE’s, then we have not basis for
peace among church members. Paul does not
leave us dangling about what that “unity of the
Spirit” is. Having mentioned it in Ephesians 4:3,
he then amplifies on specifically what it is in the



next three verses; and in such we have the great
Seven doctrinal statements of the Bible on what
is most basic and fundamental in all of the Bible.
If you could have only one short statement of
Baptist beliefs and doctrines, only one short
church charter, then these three verses should
be it. And may I say parenthetically that if we
as Southern Baptists disagree on many things,
and it is obvious that we do, we must agree on
these fundamentals of the Seven ONE's.
Without agreement here there is no salvation,
and without agreement here there is no basis for
unity and peace!

“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye
are called in one hope of your calling; One
Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and
Father of all, who is above all, and through all,
and in you all.” (Ephesians 4:4-6)

1. Before we proceed to briefly look at these
Seven ONE'’s and what they entail doctrinally,
let us see once again if we have a parallel or
harmony in the book of Colossians.



Where you might naturally expect for it to be is
immediately after Colossians 3:14,15 even as the
Seven ONE’s of Ephesians are immediately
after Ephesians 4:3. What we do have in
Colossians 3:16, immediately after our parallel
text of Colossians 3:14,15, is very illuminating.

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in
all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord.” (Colossians 3:16)

How grateful I am for this parallel; and how
obvious it is as to why Paul wanted the church
at Ephesus to read Colossians and the church at
Colossae to read the letter to Ephesus. It was
impossible for Paul to say all that needed saying
on peace, unity, and the basic doctrines of the
Bible in one letter, so he said it in two. In reality,
Paul wrote it in 14 letters; and encouraged us to
read with them all the rest of the Bible of 66
books.



I don’t know about you but when I consider the
real foundation of the unity that we have as
Christians and that we have as members of the
SBC, I tend to think of that unity as coming
primarily from the Bible; so that I was almost
disappointed when I noticed that among the
Seven ONES was not the ONE BOOK which is
the Word of God. Well, Paul not only takes care
of that seeming deficiency in the parallel of
Colossians 3:16, but as we will show by closely
looking at the Seven ONES each one is related
to the One Book which is the Bible. How will
we show that? By first introducing each of the
Seven ONE’s as to its essential meaning, and
then showing exactly what the context of the
book of Ephesians means by those ONE’s as
well as the book of Colossians

3: One “Word”.

The favorite word of the Bible in talking about
itself as the One Book if THE WORD. Therefore,
a very fundamental Bible statement and a
fundamental Baptist belief would be: The Bible



is the Word of God. By that we mean that the
Bible is divine in origin--it originated in the
mind and heart of God; that it is absolute in
authority--when God speaks why listen to men
on the same subject; and it is sufficient in
message--the Bible tells us all we need to know
for salvation and the living of the Christian life.
Thus, Paul writes in Colossians 3:16: “Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one
another...” We are to teach and admonish, or
encourage one another, according to the Word
of God and of Christ. The basis for our songs
and melodies is the One Book which is the Word
of God.

(1). Matthew 24:35.

Jesus knew that His words and teachings would
become part of a New Testament and that New
Testament in turn become a part of the One
Book which is the Bible when He said that His
words would never pass away.



“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my
words shall not pass away.” (Matthew 24:35)

It has been almost two thousand years since
Jesus spoke these words on earth, and this earth
is still moving on. It still orbits about the sun
with the periods of day and night and the
seasons of fall, winter, spring, and summer. But
you will see this earth pass away before you will
see the words of Jesus and the words of this
book the Bible pass away.

(2). Mark 4:14.

One reason that the Bible cannot be stopped and
that it will never pass away is because it
becomes a living entity in the heart and life of
Christians.

“The sower soweth the word” (Mark 4:14)

As we teach and preach and talk to people about
Jesus, hopefully we do so by quoting or
paraphrasing or reading to them the Bible, and
in doing so we are sowing the seed of the Word.



I want you to keep this in mind as we look at the
SEVEN ONES of Ephesians 4:4-6: that at the
foundation of each of those Seven is the word
that is in the heart and life of Christians.

(3). II Corinthians 3:3.

The Christian is a living epistle, an outgrowth of
the Word of God and Christ that is planted in
their heart through faith.

“Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be
the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written
not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living
God; in in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables
of the heart.” (II Corinthians 3:3)

You church member and you southern Baptist
are an epistle of Christ. The word of Christ and
of God has been written in your heart by the
living God through the living Spirit. There is a
significant source of unity of the Spirit and one
that underlies all the seven ones of Ephesians
4:4-6.



(4). It is alive in your heart, the Bible as the
Word of God is alive period, Hebrews 4:12.

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the diving asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart...” (Hebrews 4:12)

On the seven actual ONE’s of Ephesians, we
need a more thorough and systematic manner
of development, so that a chapter is borrowed
from volume 2, “Remember My Bonds”, the
Life and 14 New Testament letters of Paul.
When Paul, and the Holy Spirit through Paul,
writes in Ephesians 4:3, “Spare no effort to make
fast with bonds of peace the unity which the
Spirit gives”, the unity of course is the inherent
unity from a common spirit in each church
members heart, a common spirit from the Holy
Spirit, also called the spirit of Christ in the Bible;
but the bonds of peace that church members are
to work with....ah, the bonds of peace, that is



another matter. You as a church member, or
hopefully a believer in Christ, can do little about
this inherent unity. You ever have the Spirit, or
you don’t; you either have this unity of the
Spirit or not; your fellow church members either
have it or not, and quite naturally some do, and
some don’t since the wheat will not be divided
from the chaff until the end of time, the goats
divided from the sheep.

4: Relationship of the Bonds of Peace to the
Falling Away.

But ah...the bonds of peace...that is another
matter. This is one of the prime subjects of this
commentary, if not the prime subject.
Remember the title, “Remember My Bonds”,
the Life and 14 letters of the Apostle Paul. Paul
chose his own epitaph by which to be
remembered; and this epitaph which he uses in
Colossians 4:18 {the parallel epistle with
Ephesians, essentially duplicating the subject
matter}, “Remember my bonds” (KJV). You
have something similar in Ephesians 4:1, “I,



therefore, the prisoner of the Lord...” This
chosen epitaph from Paul has double or triple
meaning: (1) Remember the bonds of the
Apostle Paul as a prisoner of the Roman
government, for Christ and for his ministry to
the first century churches; (2) Remember the 14
epistles which Paul himself has written and the
three he sponsored through John Mark and Dr.
Luke; and (3) Remember the bonds of peace
which are the core of those epistles, the seven
bonds of peace which are listed in Ephesians
4:4-6, immediately after Paul writes in
Ephesians 4:3 to “spare no effort to make fast
with bonds of peace the unity which the Spirit
gives.” What has really happened in southern
Baptist churches in the last 40 years, and I am
sure all other churches are the same, is that
LITTLE EFFORT has been put into making fast
with bonds of peace the Seven ONE’s. Southern
Baptist churches have not been idle: if not into
the bonds of peace, where has these vast multi-
local churches united effort of the largest
Protestant denomination gone. The answer is
simple, but overwhelming: THE EFFORTS



HAVE GONE INTO BUILDING THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE LOCAL CHURCH
AND THE LARGEST DENOMINATION
RATHER THAN IN THE BUILDING OF

THE LIVING BODY. The seven - to - ten ONE’s
that have been daily promoted from the pulpits,
in Sunday School, in training union, in WMU
and brotherhood, in denomination emphasis,
from the Boards and Pastor’s Conferences and
numerous associations and meetings has been
like this: attend worship, go to Sunday School,
tithe, read your Bible, invite somebody to come,
etc.  {Seriously, I can document these as
consider by typical SBC church members to be
“major doctrines of the Bible” as indicated by
tests of the congregation on Sunday night.}
While all of these are worthy and do indeed
support the man-make organization of the
church, they do not support and promote the
bonds of peace according to the Bible, and they
in no way, by anyone’s definition, can be
considered major doctrines of the Bible. Many
church members are now sick over what is



happening in their local churches as the fighting
that started 20 years ago at the denominational
level between real southern Baptists and the
fundamentalists like Criswell, and Adrian
Rogers and Charles Stanley {men who came into
the Convention from other denominations,
primarily the Bible Baptists fundamentalists},
has now come down to fighting at the State and
the local church level. You can hardly find a
single southern Baptist church now where there
is not significant divisions or splits, and if you
do find one, it is generally because they are
good a cover up. Of course, as noted in earlier
chapters, we are in the Falling Away, but the
gradual falling away started over 40 years ago
when promoting the organization became a
complete substitute for promoting the bonds of
peace.

5: The Priesthood of Believers.

The can take the doctrine of “the priesthood of
believers” as an example of what has happened
to sound teaching, or I should say the lack of



sound teaching and preaching, in the SBC
during the last 40 years ago. In 1960 when I did
a research paper at Ouachita Baptist College on
“Baptist Distinctives”, researching many
Baptist statements of faith and practice and
many books written up to that point on Baptist
Distinctives, “the priesthood of believers” was
very prominent in any statement of faith. Today
as I research the books being used in this
desperate effort to save SB churches for the
denominations, and especially the giving to
support the Boards, and which have been used
the last 40 years, YOU CAN NOT FIND THE
DOCTRINE OF THE PRIESTHOOD OF
BELIEVERS. Yes, I recently looked in BAPTIST
DISTINCTIVES by W. R. White, in THESE
THINGS WE BELIEVE by J. Clyde Turner, in
THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE by
Herschel H. Hobbs, and in A GUIDE TO
BAPTIST BELIEF AND PRACTICE by Stanley J.
Grenz. It just is not there anymore; and along
with the disappearance from Baptist thought
and practice of these significant and major Bible
doctrine, definitely one of the historical Baptist



distinctives, have gone also by the wayside such
related doctrines as serious study of the Bible,
the authority of Christ through the pastor to the
local church, and the Bible as the real word of
God far beyond the “pick-and-chose” {sort of
like hunt and peek} method of the
fundamentalists {granted they make a lot of
noise on inspiration of the Scripture while
failing to practice respect for every “word that
proceeds out of the mouth of God. {Their real
respect is for the Scofield Reference Bible notes,
the teachings of the fundamentalists seminaries,
and what they think gives them unique status
among believers.}] They carry their Bibles; the
full truth lies there; and it dies there; and with
this dying is now the death warrant of the SBC
which like an early New Testament church had
a reputation but was dead.



